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FOREWORD 

Both Advaita Vedanta and Tantra find their origin in the Vedas, but their detailed 
analysis, commentary and propagation can be traced back to two monumental 
figures in our spiritual history - Adi Sailkaracarya (788-820 AD) from Kerala 
and Acarya Abhinavagupta (915-1020 AD) from Kashmir. It is significant that 
we owe our knowledge of these great system~ of thought to sav~nts from the very 
ends of the Indian subcontinent. Kashmir Saivism or Trika Sastra is a unique 
branch of Indian Philosophy which occupies a very special place in our spiritual 
history. It has produced a large number of great gurus and scholars of which 
Acarya Abhinavagupta was pre-eminent. The astounding quality of his twelve 
volumes of his work on Tantra and its tremendous sweep remains a significant 
milestone in our spiritual tradition. Of his many works, his magnum opus is the 
massive Tantraloka which is virtually an encyclopedia of tantric knowledge, and 
locates the teaching in the mouth of Lord Siva Himself. 

To the best of my knowledge the present is the first complete English translation 
of this colossal work rendered by the combined efforts of Professor Satya 
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Prakash Singh and Swami Maheshvarananda with their years of practice of yoga 
and tantra, philosophy Eastern and Western, psychology Freudian and Jungian, 
Sanskrit and English. This is evident from dozens of their publications and 
papers ranging over areas like yoga, history and culture on A.N. Whitehead, 
C.G. Jung, Veda and the history of yoga, linguistics and many more. It was 
by virtue of deep understanding that an English translation of such a massive 
work as the Tantraloka could be accomplished lucidly by these scholars after a 
lapse of almost a millennium from the time of Abhinavagupta himself. But for 
Tantraloka, the disciplines of Yoga and Tantra would have remained only a 
dream in its relationship to philosophy and yoga. Tantraloka, indeed, by virtue 
of its wide and integrative attempt, would have been lost for ever to the modern 
world getting diminished to the state of a mere cult instead of opening the doors 
to the mystery of human psychology and physiology. 

It would be inappropriate for me to attempt any kind of description regarding 
Kashmir Saivism. The great acaryas have left this rich tradition to us and it is 
now necessary to preserve and transmit it to future generations. The last acarya 
of Kashmir Saivism, Swami Lakshmanji, with whom I had a very close personal 
association, passed away a few years ago without nominating any successor. 
Although many scholars and sadhakas are practicing the Saivism discipline, it 
seems that the guru-si~ya tradition of Kashmir Saivism has come to a close unless 
a new acarya emerges, which is always possible. Meanwhile, the publication of 
the major texts of Kashmir Saivism, especially the Tantraloka, is an important 
pre-requisite for students of this great philosophy in India and around the 
world. 

I warmlycongratulateProfessorSatyaPrakashSinghandSwamiMaheshvarananda 
for undertaking the massive task of translating Abhinavagupta's Tantraloka 
and other minor works into English. Partial translations are available but, to the 
best of my knowledge, this is the first time that the entire corpus of Tantraloka 
is being presented in the original Sanskrit and a lucid English translation, I pay 
my homage to the great Acarya Abhinavagupta. May Param Siva bestow His 
blessings on us all, and thereby redeem mankind from the strife and violence 
that is plaguing the world. Aum Namal:i Sivaya. 

~ 
(KARAN SINGH) 
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Introduction 

Tantriiloka means light on Tantra which literally means thread. This thread, 
however, happens to have been used in one of its earliest usage in the ~gveda 
itself in such a deep sense as understanding binding the entire reality together in 
a single fold of comprehension so beneficial as to transform the human nature 
of all its baser kind of tendency into the most idealistic form which is known as 
the divine. The mantra concerned advises wise men as follows: 

While spreading the thread for weaving out into a piece of cloth, follow the 
illumination of the higher light and safeguard the path having been prepared 
through meditative effort. Weave out the cloth out of the ideas spun in the 
form of the threads setting them perfectly in an even form and thus become 
contemplative humans having the prospect of giving birth to the class of divine 
beings. (~gveda, X.53.6) 

Remarkably enough, this suggestion of the Vedic seer seems to have found out 
its best recipient in Abhinavagupta and that also in the form of his Tantriiloka, 
as the epitome of wisdom screened out of the Tantras coming out of the mouth 
of Siva by way of response to the queries of his consort, the Goddess, an 
embodiment of His own creativity. Very many of the Tantras whose essence 
has been absorbed in the Tantriiloka have disappeared by this time owing to 
:;onvulsions of history to be not available to us today. On this account, the 
Tantriiloka become all the more important for the humanity as it has embodied 
l.n it the invaluable wisdom contained in them by such a genius par excellence as 
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Abhinavagupta, a yogin, tantrika, psychologist, philosopher and aesthetician all 
combined in him together. 

Abhinavagupta's (950-1020 AD) ancestry goes back to Kannauj to a clan of 
Brahmal).as with Agastya as the name of their lineage. One eminent scholar of 
this clan named Atrigupta was taken to Kashmir by King Lalitaditya in course 
of his victory over Yasovarman, the King of Kannauj in 736 A.D. Lalitaditya 
was not only a great warrior but also a lover of learning. It was out of his love 
for learning that he took Atrigupta along with him to Kashmir. Kannauj at 
that time was a great centre of learning as is borne out by their migration to 
Bengal for conducting certain yajiias by the Sen Dynasty of kings. Atrigupta was 
provided with a mansion at the bank of the river Vitasta now known as Jhelum 
in the vicinity of a temple of Siva. This seems to have been done on account of 
Atrigupta's devotion to this deity. This event belongs to the eighth century AD. 

It was in the lineage of Atrigupta that after a few generations was born 
Varahagupta. He was the grandfather of Abhinavagupta born of his son 
Narasimhagupta known popularly as Cukhulaka. Narasimhagupta was a highly 
learned pandit conversant with several branches of learning such as grammar, 
literature, aesthetics and the system of logic. Abhinava's mother was Vimala 
who died quite young in the early childhood of Abhinava. Mother being the 
centre of affection for a child, her demise at that early stage of Abhinava's life 
caused the renunciatory tendency in Abhinava left solely to the care of his father 
for bringing him up as well as for his education. 

As regards the aspect of learning, Abhinava has paid glowing tributes to his father 
in initiating him into all those branches of Sanskrit learning as were mastered 
by him. With this educational background prepared by his father along with the 
renunciatory tendency caused by the demise of the mother in early childhood 
accentuated immense love for learning in Abhinava diverting his mind from 
enjoyment of the luxuries of life as made available to him ancestrally in the 
beautiful surrounding of the land at the bank of the mighty Vitasta, particularly 
close to the temple of Siva with all His cultural background of renunciation and 
source of wisdom. 

With this intellectual and spiritual background Abhinava moved from school 
to school and teacher to teacher in the quest for real knowledge and wisdom 
which might quench his thirst for more and more which might be to his full 
satisfaction. In keeping with this tendency and related action undertaken on 
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his part, he has elucidated his case as a model for disciples of all times to follow 
the tendency of the black-bee flying from flower to flower in course of its will 
to find out the flower which might be most satisfactory to its sense of smell. In 
the land of flowers such as Kashmir, this imagery came not only to be evoked 
in his mind poetically but found its inculcation in his own educational career 
moving from Math to Math and teacher to teacher in the quest for knowledge 
and understanding. 

I. Abhinava's Attitude Towards the Veda 

His profundity in various fields of Sanskritic literature is very much reflected in 
the Tantraloka throughout. Be it logic, grammar, philosophical systems including 
Sailkhya, Yoga, Mimansa, Vedanta, Vaise~ika or Buddhism, he displays thorough 
understanding of all of them as is evident from their references at various places 
in the Tantraloka. He is also at home in regard to the Vedic literature as is 
evident from his reference to the Aitareya Arm:zyaka in Tantraloka, 111.226 where 
its author Mahidhara Aitareya has been identified as a manifest form of Siva 
and as such is said to have taken the world as a form of visarga (:),remission. 
This viewpoint has formed the backbone of the Saivite equation of the world 
with sounds of the matrka and malini series of sounds. This is also based on the 
Aitareya 's elaborate statement regarding it where it claims that Vak or sound is as 
expansive as Brahman and that wherever there is Brahman, there is also the Vak. 1 

His idea of Sakti as the all-encompassing cosmic and extra-cosmic absolute force 
has very much its prototype in Aditi of the Rgveda who has been described there 
in the Samhita as the heaven, intermediate space, mother, father and son, as all 
the creatures, the past, present and future all taken together. This account of her 
in the Samhita is obviously inclusive of her transcending the limits of space, time 
and causality and yet manifesting Herself as all-in-all including the conscient and 
inconscient, gods, goddesses as well as all the creatures of the creation, human, 
sub-human and superhuman. Her oneness with Vak seems to have been very 
much based on the Vagambhfl)i Hymn of the same Samhita where Ambhfl)i the 
daughter of sage Ambhfl)a on the ground of her experience of oneness with Vak 
as the all-comprehending principle narrates herself as moving in the company of 
all groups of gods such as Rudras, Vasus and Adityas. She claims to have strung 
the bow of Rudra for the sake of killing Saru, the great opponent of Brahman 
the principle of order and integrality behind the diversity and contrariety in the 

1 Aitareya AraIJ.yaka 111.8 
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universe and to have entered into the compass of the heaven and earth, in the 
depth of the sea and thus to have become practically the earth itself creating the 
background for Abhinava to give utmost importance to it as the most concretised 
form of the Reality and the initial step of progress to Siva-hood. 

Abhinava's entire system of breath-control has its prototype in the Katha 
Upani~ad's idea of the same force particularly under the denomination again 
of the personified form of Aditi. The Upani~adic verse describes her as to have 
assumed the form of a diminutive sized deity indwelling the middle-most point 
of the body and as being worshipped by all gods and motivating the priiJJa to 
move upward and apiina downward. Obviously this account is suggestive of the 
sage's siidhanii of finding out that centre in the human body which is divisive of 
priiJJa and apiina resulting in the upward movement of the combined and refined 
form of the breath along another channel of nerves known as SU$Umnii, though 
left unnamed here in the verse. This missing point, however, is supplemented 
by another hymn of the Samhitii coming almost at the end of it, that is, Rgveda, 
X.189. In this hymn of just three verses addressed to Siirpariijiii as its deity there 
is an account of a bull of variegated colour moving in the womb of the mother 
and proceeding to the father from within with the combination of priiJJa and 
apiina assuming the form of Viik. Siirpariijiii, the queen of serpents as its deity is 
suggestive of what subsequently came to be named as kuJJlf-alini, taking the form 
of Viik with the combination of priiJJa and apiina and rising upward towards the 
Father is obviously indicative of the entire course of the siidhanii of awakening 
of kuJJlf-alini and rising from the mother, the muliidhiira cakra as representative 
of the element of earth in the human body and proceeding to the Father, the 
ultimate source of creation as Siva. The androgenity of the bull here as a male but 
elsewhere as a female in the capacity of Viik as in Rgveda 1.164.41 is very much 
suggestive of the same of Siva-Sakti as the points of start and consummation of 
the kuJJlf-alini in the context of yogic practice. Siva's representation by His ride 
the bull and that of Sakti by Viik here as well as in Tantra go to confirm this 
interpretation to a great extent. 

As regards Rudra-Siva's taking to wine and alternatively to vi$a, poison as in the 
context of the contest between gods and demons in course of churning of the 
ocean, this is very much obvious from Rgveda X.136, giving an account of a clan 
of contemplators, munis, yellowish in colour, besmearing themselves something 
malodorous, using air as thread to move forcefully as fast as wind, keeping 
long hair and drinking poison in the company of Rudra and getting intoxicated 
by the drink. It is explicit from these details that these munis were a group of 
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Saivites having Rudra as their deity, practising control of breath to the extent 
of so much expertise as to accomplish such feats as to disappear physically from 
the scene at times, taking no time in moving from one place to another, keeping 
long hair, besmearing their bodies with something like ash, caring little to cover 
their bodies, keeping mute, remaining contemplating, flying in space, moving 
in the midst of such beings as Apsaras and Gandharvas besides wild animals. 
As regards the practice of taking to poison, it is interesting to note that in the 
Vijiiiina Bhairava the word vi$a has been taken to mean the ku!Jl},alini in the 
midst of which on the one side and on the other the practitioner of yoga has 
been required to move with the help of rarified breath.2 

In fact, the idea of arousal of the ku!Jl},alini is very much implicit in the mode of 
pronunciation of the Vedic mantras themselves. There are mainly three accents 
in them, namely, udiitta, anudiita and svarita. Udiitta is kept unmarked in the 
written text while the anudiita is indicated by the underlining of the syllable 
concerned and svarita by a stroke at the head of it. In the recitational form, the 
anudiita is indicated by lowering the hand and udiitta by raising it upward while 
the svarita by a horizontal movement of it in the middle. These movements of 
the hand are indicative of the lowering of the anudiitta, balancing of the svarita 
and raising upward of the udiitta in the so rarified a form as requiring nothing 
to indicate to it. As a combined form of udiitta and anudiitta svarita's notation 
by the stroke at the head of the syllable is suggestive of rising of the ku!Jl},alini 
upward in the form of the combined and rarified form of the breath. The 
horizontal movement of the hand in its indication is suggestive of the process 
of combining and balancing the two main breaths as preparatory to its surging 
upward. It was perhaps in view of this deep significance of the recitation of the 
mantras discovered in course of the state of samiidhi of the seers as are said to 
have being lying within while seeing them that it has been kept alive deliberately 
for thousands of years until now in their original form all vicissitudes of history 
notwithstanding. 

Intimately connected with this fact is the pronunciation of the mahiiviikya 
so'ham involving the individual's experience of oneness with the Ultimate 
Reality, i.e., Brahman. This viikya occurs for the first time in the /fo Upani$ad 
at its mantra No. 16 recounting the experience concerned of the great seer 
Dadhyail Atharvar:ia. It has come to be considered as hamsa mahiimantra by 
Abhinava in Tantriiloka XXX.71. Hamsa is an inverted form of so'ham. The 

2 Vijiuina Bhairava verse 67. 
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hamsa has received its deeper sense from a mantra occurring in Rgveda IV.40 
as the last verse of the hymn known as Hamsapadi having become famous not 
only on account of the pervasiveness of the swan, as the hamsa, literally means, 
but also on account of its structure of qualification of the hamsa by as many as 
fifteen adjectives all amounting to showing its pervasiveness in so many forms. 
It is due to this unique qualification of it that it has come to be adopted in the 
Kafha Upani$ad at V.2 exactly as it is except for addition of the word brhat at 
the ending raising the number of adjectives to sixteen which at various levels 
has been regarded as indicative of completion and perfection and hence has also 
been taken as the carrier of the sense of Atman, the Self in all its purity. Hamsa, 
swan, as a migratory bird due to its spotless white colour, capacity of flight and 
habit of drinking clean water, etc. has become indicatory of the Self as has been 
realised by Vedic seers and subsequent sages. This is the semantic aspect of its 
connotation. The same word in its inverted form so +ham becomes phonetically 
indicative of the sound produced in course of breathing-in and breathing-out 
respectively. Equipped with this twofold sense it has come to be elevated to 
the position of the mahavakya, magnificent statement in the Upani~ads. On the 
analogy of the sound produced in course of breathing-in and breathing-out on 
the human level it has come to be accepted as the very principle of life obtaining 
throughout the entire creation and as such as the Ultimate Reality manifesting 
itself as all the individualities on the same scale. Since breathing is the common 
criterion of life serving as the basic ground of developing consciousness, 
regulation of it has come to be accepted as the fundamental principle of spiritual 
practice. All this significance of the act of breathing and its potentiality of 
developing into the mainstay of spiritual practice came to be realised during the 
Vedic period from within the austere practices of the seers of the age leading to 
get consolidated into the discipline of yoga with its steps of pratJ,ayama, breath­
control, meditation and samadhi, exclusive absorption, etc. with its by products 
of the idea of the central nerve SU$Umna, various centres of nerves on different 
levels of it and the kutJ,</alini, etc. as made out here already. 

On account of the extreme subtlety of the matter and the consequent difficulty 
in its maintenance at a larger scale, austere pursuits for it began to be replaced 
during the later period of the Vedic age itself as represented by the BrahmatJ,as 
by its exteriorised form of karmakatJ,da involving performance of sacrifices, 
etc. taking the form of the main ideological stream of thinking and practices 
under the Vedic fold, the austere pursuits were kept alive in secret circles of 
yogins and Tantriks. While the main stream continued to follow the introverted 
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path of breath-control in the form of the AratJ,yakas leading to the evolution 
of the Upani~adic thought and practices of meditation, its offshoot remained 
concentrated on breath and its neural mechanism resulting in what subsequently 
became famous in the form of Tantra and kutJ,lf,alini yoga. That Tantra has its root 
in the Veda itself is evident not only from the prevalence of its elements in the 
Vedic Samhitiis in their denominations such as the Rgveda, Atharvaveda, etc. 
in the form of reference to nerves, cakras, etc. but also from a holistic reference 
to it in the form of the essence of it to be integrated and evolved into a system 
with its possibility of improvement over humanity and even its potentiality to 
tum into the divine. The mantra as ascribed to its authorship to Saucika reads 
in translation as follows: 

While spreading the thread for weaving out into a piece of cloth, follow the 
illumination of the higher light and safeguard the path having been prepared 
through meditative effort. Weave out the cloth out of the ideas spun in the 
form of the threads setting them perfectly in an even form and thus become 
contemplative humans having the prospect of giving birth to the class of divine 
beings.3 

Use of the word tantu, derived as it is from the root tan, meaning the thread along 
with its participial form tanvan in the sense of spreading the thread, obviously 
amounts to convey the sense of origin of the discipline of Tantra herein. The 
necessity of setting the threads in a perfectly even form so as to weave out the 
smooth cloth with the help of the light of higher order is certainly reflective of 
the utmost care and use of the faculty of higher consciousness in setting the 
threads evenly. Apas, toil, of the singers is clearly suggestive of the effort of 
the original creators of the mantra bearing the ideas of higher order needing to 
be set side by side in a manner so as to evolve into a system of thought which 
may be satisfactorily acceptable to and practicable to its followers. Such is the 
discipline of Tantra with its emphasis on smoothness of the process of breathing, 
reduction of its frequency to the extent of its attenuation and even complete 
stoppage leading to improvement on the human nature and his attainment of 
the divine with his experience of oneness with Him via any of the yogic devices 
including the kutJ,lf,alini yoga in particular. 

Thus, Tantra is a by-product of the Vedas taking shape of a discipline out of the 
introvertive tendency of the Vedic thought as different, though only partly, from 

3 ~ :¥f'[_ ~ ~"lf~fo \J<l'ifcl't"ll'1: ~~ °teJ f~ ~ I 
~ ~ "!)~ lf1$ ~ ~ ~ I I B.gveda, 10.53.6 
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the sacrificial aspect of it inasmuch as it has tried to confine the cult of sacrifice 
from its exteriority to interiority in the human body itself. All secret places and 
acts suggested to be undertaken there in those places have been withdrawn to 
the human body and its functions. So far as the consideration of it as a growth 
independent of the Veda is concerned, it has been caused by the psychology 
of exclusivity behind the formation of disciplines as distinct from one another 
partly in view of separative emphasis on the particular aspect of the discipline 
concerned and partly owing to assertion of the egotism of the champions of the 
disciplines concerned. Another significant factor involved behind this separative 
tendency of the human mind is the necessity of exclusiveness of concentration. 
This is particularly true of disciplines concerned with the problem of faith as the 
religious matters are concerned with. One cannot be faithful to two systems of 
religious natures at a time maintaining a balance. In order to be concentrated 
on one, it is necessary for the follower to keep the other relatively in abeyance. 
Just as two absolutes are not possible for the rational mind, even so more than 
one deity as the supreme is impossible for the faithful. If the B.,gvedic seer 
Dirghatamas could make the well-known statement that the Reality is but one 
which has been conceived and named as Indra, Mitra, Varm:ia, Agni, Suparna, 
Yama and Matrisvan, he has not displayed his equality of faith towards all of 
them in any other respect except for their inherence in one Existence known 
as Sat. The same spirit underlies Abhinava's formulation of all the deities as 
aspects of Siva as the Lord of consciousness with Sakti as His Force. Under such 
circumstances, it became necessary for him to make other gods subordinate to 
Him including even Vi~i:iu in spite of the Vedic assertion that while Agni is the 
lowest amongst gods, Vi~i:iu is the highest. 

As regards the unification of gods and goddesses in Siva, that has already been 
done by Vedic seers, Upani~adic sages, sage Vyasa in the Bhagavadgita and 
even Yaska, the author of Nirukta if not with reference to Siva in particular, 
decidedly with reference to Atman and Brahman. Leaving apart the Upani~ads 
and Bhagavadgita even such a sage as Yaska who, in spite of being primarily 
a linguist, in the seventh chapter of his Nirukta has unambiguously stated that 
on account of its broadness, the Atman has been prayed to by seers as gods 
making them as representatives of it in its different aspects making them as 
interchangeable amongst them on account of their functioning on the common 
ground of it, they become borne of themselves, of each other and of their action. 
Even their accessories such as rides and weapons have been suggested as having 
been carved out of the same. Abhinava as well has followed the suit at least in 
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Tantraloka XV.60 to have identified Lord Siva as the colossus reservoir of water 
in the form of the Atman having taken a dip wherein the entire universe can 
attain cleanliness and purity with the prospect of purification of their followers. 
In verse No. 224 of the same Chapter of the text he has conceived of Him as 
lying above Brahma in the form of the absolute Brahman which has expanded 
itself in the form of the world in His various manifestations. Thus, if the Vedic 
seer has identified the basic stuff of the emergences of everything conscious as 
well as inconscient in the form of base Existence, the Upani~ads, etc. in the form 
of consciousness including self-consciousness, as the concept of iitman implies, 
Abhinava has understood it in all its triplicity of aspects namely, existence, 
consciousness and delight as involved in the personality of Siva existing, being 
aware of His existence and delighting in the eternally stable company of His 
consort Sakti. For the introduction of the sense of delight to Vi~l)U in His 
aspects of existence and consciousness while in Vai~l)avism there has arisen the 
necessity of bringing in Lak~mi and her substitute Radha from outside, that 
necessity has become fulfilled automatically by conceiving of His consort His 
force or Sakti as implicit in His existence, etc. Apart from the sectoral bias quite 
natural for the maintenance of exclusivity of each and every dispensation of 
faith and spiritual practice, this invariability of relationship between Siva and 
Sakti is perhaps one of the fundamental reasons behind Abhinava's declaration 
of Vai~Q.avism along with the Veda and Buddhism as a relatively lower kind of 
religio-spiritual order. 

II. Abhinavagupta's Critique of the Veda 

This kind of rather mutually condemnatory judgement on the part of such a 
sagacious thinker as Abhinava in spite of even the Vedic background of such a 
unique seer as Dirghatamas and others has perhaps gained its sharpness from 
the primacy of the ma{ha-system of education in his life. The word ma{ha manth, 
to churn, is suggestive of stress on its exclusivity. Tha~ in spite of his motto to 
gather information from all possibly available sources of knowledge like the 
honey-bee, he had to stick to the r;za!ha-system of the lineage of Somananda, 
Utpaladeva, Lak~maQ.agupta and Sambhunatha particularly for his education 
of the nature of wisdom, bespeaks in itself the limitations of choice open to him 
particularly on matters imbued with the sectoral concern. This is quite obvious 
from his own statement in Tantriiloka at XIV.44 in which he points out that 
option on the path of yogic approach to the Reality is a great hurdle and that 
by virtue of elimination of all other options except for devotion to Siva one has 
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the possibility of reaching Him. In yet another verse occurring at Tantriiloka 
XV.571, he refers to a text most probably belonging to his own sect and titled as 
Miidhavakula to the effect that the follower of his School needs to avoid textual 
statements of Vedas and Vai~I)avism. His teacher Bhiitinatha whom he refers to 
at several places in the Tantriiloka as his Brahma-vidyii-guru does not seem to 
be very much conversant with Vedic texts as referred to here in their in-depth 
points of view except for the sacerdotal which during almost the entire Medieval 
period has been the subject of study in the name of the Veda due perhaps to its 
popularisation by the codification of the followers of the Mimarilsa School. 

In fact, the real secret of the Vedic wisdom lies revealed in the Vedic Samhitiis 
which are texts coming directly from the seers undergoing arduous course of 
yoga and austerity and couching their realisations in clusters of symbols drawn 
from their surroundings dominated particularly by objects and forces of nature. 
It is the difficulty of understanding their symbolic mode of expression which 
has made the Samhitiis difficult to understand. An instance to the point, for 
example, is 8gveda VIII.6.30 along with a couple of mantras preceding it. It 
has been mentioned in the context as a whole that the essential Vedic wisdom 
came to be availed of by seers while undergoing tapas in mountainous caves and 
valleys serving as the perennial source of water in the form of streams roaring 
down to the foot of the peaks. What the seers saw from that height was the 
world as an oceanic expanse of water vibrating tumultuously back and forth and 
resulting in incessant change in the process of time. Distantly apart from this 
scenario of ceaseless change what they happen to observe beyond the range of 
space and time there was beaming a light of the original seed of creation which 
has sprouted in the form of all the multiplicity of the creation. 

What Abhinavagupta has done vis-a-vis such revelations embedded in the 
Vedic Samhitii is that on the one hand he has assimilated such ideas in the 
making of the idea of Siva as the supernal and luminous seed of creation in all its 
timelessness and yet on the other has decried it along with Buddhism, Jainism, 
logic and Vai~I)avism as an adha/:l-siistra, a discipline of relatively lower order 
and as such to have tried to learn its secret from his teacher, namely, Bhiitiraja 
or Bhiitinatha. The reason behind this contradiction of viewpoint in him, as 
stated already, is his exclusive commitment to his School. 

It is partly due to the support of such an attitude towards Veda by authorities like 
Abhinavagupta and mainly due to the divisive interests and denunciatory cultural 
bias of the Western lndologists particularly of British orientation against Veda 
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that they invented the myth of the theory of Aryan Invasion and tried to create 
a wedge between ,the Vedic and Tantric dispensations declaring a non-Aryan 
origin of idea of Siva and as hence non-Vedic as against the pure naturalism 
of Vedic gods and goddesses. As is evident from subsequent archaeological 
finds and other researches it has been found that there is no evidence at all to 
suggest that anything like an invasion from the European hordes took place on 
the Indian soil in course of the known history. As regards the case of linguistic 
affinity throughout the area concerned, that is explicable the other way round 
in view of the antiquity and structure of Sanskrit language vis-a-vis the other 
languages concerned. Thus, to imagine that Saivism in its origin is non-Vedic is 
a mere myth created with some vested interest. 

So far as the root of Siva in the Rgveda is concerned it is very much there to 
find out though not in the form of Siva but in the form of Rudra who came to be 
treated by Abhinava as subsidiary to Him. The importance of Rudra in the plural 
is quite evident in the Vagambhrr:ii hymn as they in a group have been stated 
there along with Adityas and Vasus with whom Ambhrr:ii claims to move. Almost 
the same remains the position of Siva in the Y ajurveda also vis-a-vis Rudras 
except for two points. In the sixteenth chapter of it known as Rudra$!iidhyiiyi he 
appears again as the group of Rudras but with significant difference that Siva 
here is the ideal form of them aspired for. This is evident from mantra Nos. 2, 13, 
41and51 therein where the devotee expects from Him in the singular to reveal 
Himself in His Siva form amounting to the auspicious, Sivatara, more auspicious, 
Sivatama not only in form, tanu, but also in spirit, sumanii. This prayer of the 
seer gets materialised in the last Chapter of the Samhitii wherein its paramount 
seer Dadhyail Atharval)a refers to Him as Isa and expects all devotees of Him 
to experience Him as obtaining in the whole world including both animate and 
inanimate not only in their present status but also in their dynamics of change 
taking place all the time constantly and motivating them to live rejoicing all 
the pleasures offered by them but only with the sense of renunciation, tyaktena 
bhuiijithiifi, without any craving for possession of them, belong as they do to 
Him who indwells them. It is, indeed, this Isa in His gracious and Lordly form 
who has been made the object of devotion by Abhinava in transcendence of the 
Rudras conceived as His missionary and Sadasiva as His deputy. 

There is another Vedic source in the form of a couple of U pani~ads, namely, Kena 
and Svetii5vatara which anticipate Abhinavagupta's view of Siva in several ways 
of which he does never make any mention obviously due to his sectoral bindings 
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which he followed so vigorously. The evidence occurs in the Kena Upani!;!ad in 
the form of the episode of Uma Haimavati. The episode reads as follows. In the 
war between gods and demons what incidentally once happened was that the 
gods came out victorious and began to celebrate their victory somewhere. While 
they were enjoying the celebration, a Yak!;ia appeared at some distance from the 
site of celebration. The gods were surprised and deputed Agni, the leader of the 
lowest rank amongst them to enquire as to who he was. Agni went straightaway 
to him and asked him to identify himself. Instead of responding to Agni's query, 
the Yak!;ia put the same question back to Agni. Agni told him what he was and 
claimed that he was so powerful as to burn the whole world. The Yak!;ia put a 
blade of grass before him asking him to burn it. Agni tried his best to burn it but 
totally failed and went back with diffidence. This was followed by deputation of 
the leaders of the higher order, namely, Vayu with the recurrence of the same 
incident with him too. This was followed by the arrival of Indra himself the Lord 
of all of them. His approach to the Yak!;ia, however, was responded by total 
absence of him substituted by a beautiful lady in his place. On enquiry, the lady 
told Indra that she was Uma Haimavati and that Yak!;ia was Brahman Itself, the 
real force behind their victory but materially as shapeless as a sudden flash of 
lightning so dazzling as to make the eye blink at its glance. Even then, she told 
Indra that it was so mighty as to make the mind move, conduct the processes 
of determination and indetermination besides being capable of realisation via 
austerity, self-control and selfless action as spelt out by the Vedas in all their 
branches and strata. 

This anecdote is a remarkable evidence of the anticipation of Abhinava's 
philosophy of Saivism by Vedic seers and U pani!;!adic sages except for secondary 
details and integration of diverse viewpoints in a synthetic form. Some of those 
details remaining uncovered by the accounts of this anecdote, however, are 
available in the Svetiisvatara Upani$ad. In the first place what has presented here 
in the anecdote in the figurative form of Uma Haimavati is exposed literally in 
the form of Sakti right in the beginning of the Upani.~·ad which, as such, lies there 
enclosing the Lord well within itself by means of peculiar attributes of it. Does 
it not anticipate Abhinava's association of Siva with His Sakti with all the sense 
of androgeneity of Him remaining kept in abeyance? Further, later in the same 
Upanisad, this Sakti is spelt out as His supernal Force including knowledge, 
force and action, jiiiina, bala and action as almost the same as Abhinava's view 
of the Force having been considered as willing, knowing and action. 

In the second place, Rudra who has remained simply as a deity in the B.gveda 
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has been diversified into hundreds of them in the whole chapter devoted to him 
in the Yajurveda. In the Svetiisvatara Upani$ad, he is stated to be only one ruling 
over the entire creation and abiding in all individual beings at the end as their 
Self in his contracted form. In the same chapter of the Upani!)iad a little later 
he has been addressed positively as Siva indwelling the creation assuming the 
form of mouth, head, and neck of all living beings and lying down as a whole in 
the cave of their hearts, sarvabhuta guhiifoya/:i (111.11 ). Yet in another mantra 
of the same chapter He is characterised as atomic of the atomics and bigger 
than the biggest indwelling the same cave and capable of being realised as such 
by making oneself rid of all kinds of selfish actions and aspirations resulting 
in transcendence of all experiences of grief (111.20). Pacification of all basic 
constituents of the personality, dhiituprasiida, as mentioned in this mantra is 
obviously suggestive of regulari~ation of the principle of life manifesting itself 
in the form of breath and that of psychic nature. 

His denomination as Siva occurs in a number of other mantras. For instance, in 
the sixteenth mantra of the fourth chapter of the Upani!)iad again He is addressed 
as Siva pervading the entire creation in its most essential form as symbolised 
by the term 'the clarified essence of the clarified butter as lying concealed in 
the inmost being of creatures as well as encircling the whole of it all at once 
and that He is the ultimate destination of all those who get liberated from the 
trap of the world.' Again in the fourteenth mantra of the fifth chapter therein 
He has been characterised as Siva with the specification of receptivity through 
the sense of being and also as the cause of being and non-being both, Creator 
of the world of multiplicity through factorisation of the integrality, kalii-sarga­
karam. It is important to note that Abhinava also makes use of the word kalii 
to attribute to it the act of factorisation behind the oneness of all with Siva. 
Attribution of non-being along with being to Him as its cause amounts obviously 
to the recognition of the positivity of the zero as a number embedded in it as 
recognised as the greatest contribution to mathematics by mathematicians and 
trace of the anti-matter by the physicist in existence side by side with the matter. 
Along with the agency of factorisation of the entity as invested in Him, He has 
been conceived by Abhinava as transcendent to it through the use of the word 
akala for Him, which, too, lies anticipated in the fifth mantra of the sixth chapter 
of the Upani!)iad. 

In addition to all these highly interesting points embedded in the Upani!)iad, what 
is of paramount importance here is devotion as the way to Him positively with 
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the mention of the significant word bhakti in this regard in the last mantra of the 
Upani~ad which is so favourite to Abhinava moreover with the same quantum 
of it to the teacher who has happened to show the way to Him to the disciple as 
is explicit from the wording of the Upani~ad: yasya deve para bhaktir yatha deve 
tatha gurau, as much devotion to the Lord as to one's teacher also. It is only such 
a disciple in who this secret teaching has the possibility of being fruitful. 

In view of all this stuff having been already in the Upanhmd as the last part of 
the Vedas, Abhinava's characterisation of the Sruti as a sastra lower than his is 
obviously conspicuous by unacquaintance of it by him in spite of having elapsed 
some time in the proximity of his Vedic teacher named Bhutiraja. The only 
possible justification for it in this regard is partly his sectoral commitment and 
partly the teacher's emphasis only on the sacerdotal aspect of the Veda. 

At the same time, it needs to be noted that Abhinava is such an honest author 
that had he taken any inspiration from the Upani~ad in this regard while writing 
the Tantraloka he was sure not have left it unacknowledged. The way out of this 
contradiction, therefore, seems to lie partly in the prevalence of these ideas and 
the concerned terminologies in the Indian psyche as a whole and partly owing 
to amazingly wide and deep psychic and intellectual range of his understanding 
and inventiveness in matters spiritual to such an extent as not only to cover 
ideas of the past without any possibility of borrowal from any source but also 
anticipate those also which are waiting to come to light in the future. This is 
quite obvious from a thorough study of his magnum opus. 

As regards the wide range of understanding of Abhinava as per his own 
explanation in this regard is understandable in terms of his attribution of it to 
the phenomenon of descent of the force of consciousness known as foktipata 
vis-a-vis his analogy of the black-bee extending up to the same of the honeybee. 
The honeybee moves from flower to flower in its collection of the sensibility 
of smell in the form its nectar and puts them all in its hive in a large multitude 
for days so as to rise to the magnitude of the honey drawn from it. The juices 
fetched by it in smallest possible quantity by each bee from innumerably diverse 
sources like flowers and fruits and mixed together with all their special qualities 
understandably without any awareness of it on the part of the bee, results in 
something as the honey which uniformly has been giving a different kind of 
taste almost the same all over the world. This analogy has its root in the B.gveda 
from which it has come to the Chandogya and Brhadarai:iyaka Upani~ads for 
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the sake of whose secrecy seer Dadhyan Atharval)a had to permit himself to 
get beheaded by Indra. This is known in the Upani~ads as the science of honey, 
madhu-vidyii. The same analogy has been made use of by Abhinava most 
probably unknowingly of its Vedic root to a certain extent. This is obvious from 
his stopping half way in making use of the analogy short of the formation of 
the honey but diverting the imagery to evolving the capability of descent of the 
Force of consciousness in its wider implication. As per his statement, "As the 
black bee moves from flower to flower in its search for the smell of its liking, 
even so the seeker of knowledge should move from one teacher to another in 
his quest for the essential wisdom." "Having drawn upon various teachers and 
literary sources and by virtue of the use of his own genius over and above it, the 
aspirant needs to create his own ocean of wisdom and make the boat of his life 
sail across. "4 This is the method suggested by Abhinava by way of preparation 
for the descent of the Force of consciousness in the form of special wisdom. 

III. Reflection of Plato's Allegory of the Cave 

From a thorough and close study of his Tantriiloka it becomes quite obvious 
that this objective must have been achieved in his own life as the text has come 
to contain all kinds of wisdom in it in both the sides, that is, past and the future 
from his standpoint. An elucidation of it on the former side may be found in 
his use of the analogy of reflection as common to Plato's view of Ideas and the 
allegory of the cave. Needless to point out that Plato has conceived of the world 
as a complex ofideas reflected on the screen of the mind received from the real 
occurrences of it in the heaven with the idea of the good as central to all of them 
parallel to Siva of Abhinava amounting to auspiciousness. This basic contention 
of him has been elucidated by him through the allegory of the cave in which man 
has been depicted as the cave-dweller seeing whatever is passing outside his 
cave as reflected on the mirror of his mind with his face turned inward inside the 
cave towards the mirror without any inkling of the happenings in their original 
shape. With no possibility of his borrowal of it from Plato of the fourth century 
BC of Greece, the imagery has been so prominent in the mind of Abhinava 
that it has been made use of almost in an identical form twice in the Tantriiloka 
with thorough and minute deliberation on the nature of the reflection along 
with the nature of relationship of it with the original form of it. While Plato 
has remained contented himself only with reference to it via the medium of 
the imagery of the cave, Abhinava has gone in the details of the psychology 

4 Tantraloka, XIII.335 and XIII.343 
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of perceiving the reflection to the extent of its representation of the original 
incident via its elucidation in the form of a beloved seeing the reflection of her 
lover secretly in a mirror, placing the mirror on her bosom and yet not feeling 
contented as she would otherwise have felt by actually embracing him. Thus, 
while Plato stops only with the reference to the illusory nature of the universal 
phenomenon, Abhinava goes deeper into the nature of the problem ending up 
with the solution of it via the individual's realisation of his oneness with Siva 
along with the suggestion of the way to it beginning from dedication to Him, 
meditation on Him culminating in actual psychic and neural experience in the 
form of the kw:zlf,alini yoga. 

IV. Abhinava and Immanuel Kant 

To think of Abhinavagupta vis-a-vis another paramount philosopher of the West, 
Immanuel Kant belonging down to the modern age, what we find interesting is 
their characterisation of space and time in their respective systems of thought. 
Kant puts time and space under the term categories of understanding along with 
causality amounting to suggest that they are unessential and are superimposed 
on the reality from the side of the human mind by way of looking at things in his 
own way. In his view, it is necessary for the human mind to think of anything by 
according to it some location and a certain point of time in the absence of which 
both the subject of understanding remains beyond the range of understanding. 
Kindred is the position of the concept of causality. Anything can be understood 
properly only by locating the cause of it or at least the effect of it. It is with the 
imposition of these concepts that the object may become understandable as a 
phenomenon otherwise it would remain only an unknowable numenon, as Kant 
calls it as the part of the reality as distinct from the other part or perspective 
of it known as the phenomenon lying within the range of understanding of the 
human mind. Since Kant has influenced the Western philosophy as much as 
Plato had done in ancient times it is quite significant to think of Abhinava's 
viewpoint in this regard. 

On this point it is important to note that Abhinava has characterised space and 
time both as adhvan, the path amounting to the category of understanding. This 
extent of unanimity on this point between them all the gap of the actual space 
and time between their actual being is not without its significance. So far as 
Kant is concerned, he has at his back the philosophy of his Greek predecessor 
Empedocles of the fifth century BC who has no place for space in his structure 
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of the world of elements. Kant's similar treatment to it along with time is quite 
in keeping with that ancient tradition behind him. This is by no means applicable 
to Abhinava with his tradition's admittance of space also as an essential part of 
the actual world. In keeping with the spirit of that tradition his characterisation 
of space along with time does not amount to its negation as a matter of fact but 
only its subordination to the end it leads to, namely, Siva-hood. In the same 
way his Siva unlike Kant's numenon, is not anything simple as a numinous 
subject with only a bare notion of it with all its insubstantiality but rather Siva 
is the very essence of all forming, the cause of everything besides Him and not 
only realisable but the actual destiny of creation as a whole as well as that of 
the individual. Instead of a sheer idea of Him, there is a way leading to Him, 
desiidhvan being a part of that way. 

V. Abhinava and A.N. Whitehead 

Coming closer to the modern age there is another striking point of affinity of 
Abhinava with a British philosopher Alfred North Whitehead. The point of 
affinities is all the more striking in view of the colossal difference of background 
of Whitehead from that of Abhinava. The former had been a Professor 
mathematics and nuclear physics in London with his publication of Principia 
Mathematica, a monumental work on mathematical logic and became a professor 
of philosophy at Harvard as late as the sixty-eighth year of his life. His main 
philosophical work is titled Process and Reality in sharp contradistinction from 
Bradley's Appearance and Reality. In course of his deliberation on the nature of 
the reality as a sheer process of eventuation of events, Whitehead conceives of 
the involvement of three stages successively in course of making of the object 
out of events. These stages he has termed as concrescence, prehension and self­
transcendence under the motivation of the desire for self-fulfilment. In course 
of these steps events tend to come close to one another, getting mixed up with 
one another resulting in self-transcendence in the form of an object with the 
possibility of turning again into an event of another act of concrescence. The 
prehension brings satisfaction in the same way as an organism feels satisfied 
after taking its food. This process aims on the universal scale at ingression into 
God and the world making God actualised by the ingression. The culmination 
of this process is termed by Whitehead as apotheosis of the world. 

To state about Abhinava's viewpoint vis-a-vis this standpoint of Whitehead, it 
is interesting to point out is that he, too, holds a kindred position of relationship 
between the world and his Siva. The world, according to him is a congregation 
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of a1Jus, individual objects and beings all tending towards Siva and seeking to 
get assimilated to oneness with Him. Leaving apart the case of living beings 
particularly the humans, he in Tantriiloka X.223 contends that if life force 
were to work inside a jar, it is sure to reach the essential form of Siva.5 Start of 
the breathing process is the basic feature distinguishing the organic from the 
inorganic. This, too, according to Abhinava may have the possibility of getting 
actualised. The case of organic beings, particularly of the humans therein is 
quite feasible or indeed is in the process of actualisation but for crossing the 
hurdles of limitations and ignorance as presented by the forces of kalii and 
miiyii. While kalii is the hurdle of factorisation of the integrality, miiyii and 
avidyii are those of ignorance. By means of its action of factorisation of the 
integrality into individualities kalii makes all of them self-contented within their 
limitations, avidyii or ignorance creates in them the sense of self-sufficiency. 
Removal of these hurdles would bring them to the level of mantra, mantresvara, 
mahiimantrefrara culminating in transformation into Sadasiva and then into 
Siva-hood with full assimilation to Him which in Whitehead's terminology is 
almost the same as apotheosis of the world. 

The process of transformation of the objective event into the subjective being of 
the object has been termed by Whitehead as appetition of the objective whereby 
the object gets assimilated to the being of the emergent subject on the analogy 
of the organic being's assimilation of the food it takes and makes it a part of its 
own being. Interestingly enough the very same analogy is implicit in Abhinava's 
process of transformation of the a1Ju into Siva as he has made use of the term 
jighatsii a derivative of ghas caused by appetite: 

Whatever is there in the world enshrouded by miiyii is food as it were, while 
Lord Siva is the eater of all this and so I am. He who understands like this 
needs to be regarded the actual teacher of Saivism who has reached the 
essence of things beyond the span of the world. 

How Whitehead could draw so close to Abhinava without any possibility of 
contact with his writings is interesting to think about, particularly as his approach 
to these cosmological problems is purely logical and scientific as distinct from 
Abhinava's traditional and experiential via yoga. To say the least in this regard 
it amounts to validation of the conclusions reached by both of them irrespective 
of divergence of their approaches. 

5 Tantraloka X.223 Indological Truths
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VI. Abhinava, Freud and Jung 

Coming nearer home to psychologists dealing primarily with experience than 
remaining confined to philosophers with their main thrust on rationality, let us 
talk of Abhinava's proximity with and difference from Sigmund Freud and Carl 
Gustav Jung. Freud has concentrated on both ends of the human life, namely, 
Eros and Thanatos representing respectively the Greek god of love and the 
belief that the soul dies with the body. It is under the imperative of the said god 
that man indulges in the act of sex as a necessity not only to produce life but also 
to keep it healthy. As per his contention, there is a contrariety between the male 
and the female lacking either of them the mechanism the other is endowed with. 
That is the cause of attraction of one for the other. While satisfaction of this 
tendency keeps both of them healthy inhibition of it causes tension and disease. 
The act of sex, therefore, is a matter of prime necessity for the maintenance of life. 

Abhinava, on the other hand, has tackled the problem of contrariety between the 
male and the female by the androgyne of Siva and Sakti suggesting thereby the 
solution of attraction between the two sides through recourse to the Self as the 
way not only for relief from the tension but also as the source of immeasurable 
delight as Siva as the representative of the Self is. Abhinava has not only 
theoretically suggested this way out of this innate tendency of the human nature 
but has practically demonstrated it by his own way of life remaining celibate 
throughout and becoming a yogin of the first order as is evident from his writings 
of the Tantriiloka on the one hand and the sublimated form of eroticism revealed 
in his aestheticism. Whatever residue of the inclination to sex supposed to be 
still remaining in the human, as a way out to its satisfaction he has suggested the 
messenger, duti, a system for the catharsis of it under which the aspirant has to 
make use of the duti in the act of sex but only disinterestedly for the experience 
of the state of liberation from both the sides, the female, thus, acting as the 
messenger to the state of liberation. 

As regards the Freudian tendency to die as supposed to underlie the core of the 
will to live, and thus presenting a point of contrariety and hence tension in the 
unconscious part of the human mind, Abhinava has mooted out as its antidote 
in the form of the latency of Siva-hood in the psyche of the individual conceived 
as an atomic form of Him known as alJU. 

As regards Abhinava's comparability with Jung, it is relatively much more 
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obvious. At the start it needs to be noted that Jung's departure from the Freudian 
psychology started with an event of meeting between the two in the year 1907 
against the background of almost teacher-taught relationship between them 
until that date. Freud came to Jung's house, as his autobiographical details tell 
us and tried to persuade him to work under a plan to turn sex into a dogma. 
Even after trying to convince Jung for as long as thirteen hours Freud failed to 
make him agree to his proposal resulting in so much desperation on his part as 
to fall back on his chair out of a swoon. The event of departure from Freud on 
this point proved so disturbing on the side of Jung also that, as he ~ells us, he, 
too, began to fall back into the unconscious. It is against this background that 
he had his constructed house close to a lake and began to practise yoga in what 
form one does not know, however, as a remedy of his malady. It was as a result 
of this practice until the year 1914 that he happened to evolve his idea of the 
collective unconscious over above the Freudian idea of the unconscious as a 
residue of inhibited desires particularly of sexual nature. 

His idea of the unconscious came to be developed owing to the trace of such 
outlines of ideas in it particularly owing to layers as revealed in course of dreams 
of deeper significance and analysis of the experiences of his patients. Thus the 
unconscious came to be developed as a vast reservoir of outlines of ideas lying 
latent in the depth of the human psyche and were termed as archetypes. This 
stream of his psychology remained flowing until the year 1945 until an American 
scientist came under his treatment for uneasiness of mind with none of his wishes 
having remained unfulfilled. Following a close study of his dreams as delineated 
in pictorial form what Jung happened to conclude that the patient's mental 
problems might have become resolved with the coordinated centralisation of 
his archetypes as revealed in his dreamy figures. This discovery of him came to 
be termed by him as the archetype of Self as central to all kinds of archetypes. 
Apart from Plato's model of the Idea of Good as available to him from his 
background, what seems to have helped him in his formulation of the archetype 
of the Self was a meeting of him with Raman Maharshi at his m.11ram in Tamil 
Nadu a few years earlier in course of his visit to India in the year 1937. 

Apart from the Upani$ads and their tradition, it is perhaps Raman Maharshi 
who had the most vivid experiences of the Self independently of all external 
influence on him in his early youth and to have identified it in the form of the 
hill Arm:iachal in his vicinity reminding the reader of the same viewpoint of 
Abhinavagupta concerning the mount Meru as delineated in the eighth chapter 
of the Tantraloka dealing with the idea of ddadhvan wherein he considers 
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the mountain as the most impressive emblem, linga of Siva placed against the 
background of the whole of the earth as its pedestal, yoni, representing Force 
as His consort.6 Viewed in the light of the Maharshi's direct experience and 
Jung's deduction out of the American patient's drawings and resolution of the 
psychic problem, Abhinava's view of the Meru and its pedestal can at its best be 
rationally explicable in terms of projection of the idea of the Self on the mountain 
coinciding with that of his Siva eventually as a device for the commonplace 
understanding of Him. 

Secondly, it is important to note that there is a striking parity between Jung's idea 
of the archetypes anima and animus representing respectively the female and 
the male elements in the human nature. According to him, these two archetypes 
abide in the human nature side by side as complementary to each other. As 
such, it is owing to dominance of either of them that the individual turns out 
to be female or male. Following the determination of the sex, it is significant to 
note that while anima is introvertive, animus is extrovertive. In view of this sort 
of complementarity of anima and animus archetypes in the human nature as 
discovered by Jung has its anticipation in Abhinava's view of the androgyne of 
Siva and Sakti corresponding to the male and the female. The complementarity 
of the male and female elements in the human mind is not only contradictory 
of the Freudian contention of opposition between the two sides as standing 
annulled by Jung's viewpoint as corroborated by Abhinava's view of androgyne 
of Siva and Sakti has a long history behind it anticipated by thousands of years as 
its root lies in the BrhadiirafJ,yaka Upani$ad. The Upani~ad states that there was 
uniformly a single individual having no scope for enjoyment. Over and above 
that deficiency in that state of being he rather became afraid of his loneliness. 
To get rid of this fear he divided himself into two like two parts of a grain as 
really he had that property of division inherent in him in the form of the male 
and the female remaining in constant embrace of each other. Being set apart 
from each other the parts got restored to them their respective inherent nature 
in the form of the man and the woman. In support its contention, the Upani~ad 
refers to the human instinct of feeling his fullness only in their embrace of each 
other. This view of the Upani~ad has been attributed to its most celebrated sage 
Yajflavalkya. 7 

There is another point of unanimity between Abhinava and Jung concerning the 
use of dream experience of initiation on the disciple as suggested by Abhinava 

6 Tantrii.loka, VIIl.45 
7 Brhadii.rai:iyaka Upani~ad, 1.4.3 
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and considered as the most important devise in the treatment of mental and 
psychic patients by Jung. 

VII. Jung's Collective Unconscious versus Abhinava's Cidakasa 

While the collective unconscious unfolds itself mainly in the state of deep 
sleep, cidakafo remains unfolded in all the states of consciousness, however, 
particularly in the state of samadhi. 

The collective unconscious is acceded to through withdrawal of impressions of 
hoary past inside the psyche. As against it, cidakafo is rid of interiority as well as 
exteriority. Here the world in all its actuality and reality is realized as one with 
one's total being, atman. 

Collective unconscious is a state of unconsciousness. As distinct from it, cidakafo 
is actual and real in all the sense of supernal consciousness. It is the realization 
of the inherent consciousness behind everything. 

With this deliberation in course of understanding the position of Abhinavagupta 
vis-a-vis the Western thought both philosophical and psychological, now we 
have reached the point where we may turn to the Indian side which, as a matter 
of fact serves as his proper background. On this side, apart from the Vedic 
Sarizhitas and formulation of their stray visions in the form of the Upani~ads 
along with the way to realisation via the exercise of breath-control as dealt with 
in the AratJyakas which all we have dealt with already in the beginning now is 
the turn of the Bhagavadgita and the Yoga-SCttra of Patafijali. 

VIII. Abhinava and the Bhagavadgita 

As regards the Bhagavadgita, Abhinava has kept its views all through in his 
mind while writing Tantraloka as is evident from his references to it in the text 
particularly as made out by his commentator J ayaratha. One such pertinent case 
is verse No. 67 of the eighth chapter of the text dealing with the post-mortal 
state of the soul. The Gita tells us that the destiny of the soul is determined 
by his contemplations at last at the verge of his departure from the world. It 
tells us that the soul of the dead reaches the same state of being as he was 
mindful of during the last moments of life. One of his most intimate followers 
Mahesvarananda towards the close of his Maharthamaiijari has identified 
mahartha, the great secret in the form of the message of the Gita. Abhinava 
himself has written a commentary of the Gita, under the title Gitartha-safigraha 
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expounding particularly its secret yogic ideas. As such, it would be unfair for 
Abhinava as well as the Gita to think of him in complete independence of the 
sacred text messaging out particularly how the Self needs to act in this world 
without caring for the result especially in self-interest. Since such action would 
require self-control in regard to every aspect of the personality, namely, willing, 
thinking and doing, the individual needs to develop the outlook of a yogin. This, 
indeed, is the great secret of the Bhagavadgita as understood by Abhinava's 
great disciple Mahesvarananda of the fourteenth century AD. 

The only significant divergence of Abhinava from the Bhagavadgita's line of 
thought is his devotion to Siva and condemnation of Vai~1.iavism as a lower 
siistra. This, divergence, however, needs to be minimised in its weight in keeping 
with the sectoral compulsions of Abhinava as against the Vai~JJ.avite burden of 
the Gita. 

IX. Abhinava versus Pataiijali 

So far as Abhinava versus Pataiijali, the author of Yoga-Sutra, is concerned he 
has made only a couple of references to the latter one directly and the other 
understandable by implication. In the direct one while talking of descent of the 
force of consciousness, foktipata at verse No. 146 in the thirteenth chapter of 
the Tantraloka, Abhinava happens to refer verbatim to sutra no. 33 of the third 
chapter of the Y oga-Sutra pratibhadva sarvam, meaning that by means of use of 
the innate reflective power of genius, pratibha, everything is possible howsoever 
inaccessible otherwise to the mind of the individual. By referring to pratibha 
in this context Abhinava obviously amounts to equal it with the descent of the 
force of consciousness from its supramental state. 

As regards Abhinava's reference to another aphorism of Pataiijali, it is 
understandable from his use of the phenomenon of possession of the aspirant by 
an evil spirit, pisaca. He has referred to this phenomenon on behalf of some text 
titled Mala. Referring to this text he reports that how it has been stated there 
that on aspirant's piercing through the higher cakra there is the danger of being 
possessed by some evil spirit which may mislead him. He has indicated to that 
spirit as a snake, bhujangam emerging out of mantra, nada and vindu of supernal 
nature. This psychic phenomenon is comparable to the import of Pataiijali's 
formula, sutra, occurring at No. 51 of the same third chapter of the text titled 
vibhtttipada. Use of the word bhujanga, snake, as the characteristic feature of 
the agency of distraction as understood by Pataiijali on arousal of attachment to 
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the beatitude and sense of self-glorification on achieving some higher state of 
mind of the yogin seems to refer to the awakening of the force of kw:uJ_a/ini in 
terms of Abhinava to which surprisingly enough there is no reference at all in 
the Yoga-Sutra and hence Patafijali was required to characterise it as an agency 
of distraction at the higher state of psychic progress. 

Apart from this kind of divergence between these two authorities of divergent 
paths, namely, Vivekaja-marga of Patafijali and Yogaja-marga of Abhinava, 
there is still a wider point of gap between them on their respective perceptions 
of the final state of being aimed at by them. Needless to point out that both of 
them equally well characterise that state as one of liberation with this marked 
difference between them that while the state of liberation is redemption from 
the clutches of the world as represented by Prakrti, Nature, from the viewpoint 
of Patafijali, while it lies in the self-fulfilment of the atomic individual in his 
restoration to his Siva-hood from the viewpoint of Abhinavagupta. Thus, while 
the end of the discipline of yoga according to Patafijali is attainment of aloneness 
absolutely away from the touch of Nature representing everything else as its 
product, in view of Abhinava it is the state of self-fulfilment of the individual in 
his inclusion in the range of his being of the entire universe including Siva as the 
highest state of existence, consciousness and delight. 

X. Abhinava versus Sankara 

On account of this kind of inclusiveness of Abhinava which, too, has emerged 
out of the androgyny of Siva and Sakti, he has become quite distinct from Acarya 
Sankara another and most important exponent of non-dualism which also is the 
trait of his School. If the inclusiveness of Sankara is a logical consequence of 
the neutrality of Brahman as the final goal of his philosophical system along 
with the concerned spiritual practice; this spiritual practice as per his system 
is most clearly articulated in his Nirvii1J,a Safkam, a poem comprising only six 
verses. In this composition the great Acarya right from the beginning to end is 
negative in all his references to himself. He says that he is neither the earth nor 
the water, neither the fire nor the air, neither the space nor the mind, neither 
egotism nor the intellect leaving only his oneness with Siva. Interestingly this 
is also the thrust of Abhinava's philosophy in all its theory and practice but 
has been reached at via the route of inclusion and acceptance of everything 
sought to be unconcerned with by Sankara but for the positivity and acceptance 
of an extremely positive shape of Brahman in Its attributes such as existence, 
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consciousness and bliss over and above its absolute neutrality. 

Sankara's non-dualism besides being quite innate to him has been strengthened 
by the Upani~ads which he commented and that, too, most profoundly in the 
odd situation of the cave of Vyasa in Badarikasrama at the age of less than 
even sixteen years. All this is surprising and yet true reflecting the innateness 
of non-dualism to his inner being. As regards the case of Abhinavagupta, in 
this regard, he has behind him the non-dualistic tradition of Somananda, 
Utpaladeva, Lak~mal)gupta and Sambhunatha, such a galaxy of teachers of 
Advaitism besides Bhii.tiraja, his teacher of brahma-vidyii. In this regard what 
seems to be most likely is that this tradition of him was somehow or the other a 
result of Sankara himself via Somananda who happened to precede Abhinava 
broadly by a margin of just four generations coinciding probably with the date 
of arrival of Sankara in Kashmir. Preceding Somananda, Saivism in Kashmir 
itself was dualistic all the androgyny of Siva and Sakti notwithstanding and is 
still continuing to dominate in south India. 

As regards the possibility of effect of this non-dualism as centric to Saivism 
on the ethical side of the human nature, Abhinava has given the example of 
a criminal thinking of himself continuously that he is a criminal becoming 
perfectly criminal although he was probably not so initially. Extending the same 
psychological viewpoint to one's constant contemplation that he is Siva, there is 
little doubt in the transformation of the contemplator becoming Siva-like with 
the development of all such virtues in him as are associated with the view of Siva 
culminating eventually in attainment of the state of optionlessness, the ultimate 
objective of life.8 

XI. Abhinava versus Sri Aurobindo 

Sri Aurobindo's integral Vedanta also seems to have drawn considerably from 
Abhinava in his effort to eliminate the negativity of Sankara's way of approach 
to the reality. The point of his contact with Saivism seems to have its root in his 
employment to the service of the King of Baroda following his return from U.K. 
sometime in the year 1893 and staying there until 1904. During that period he 
is reported to have been a voracious reader borrowing big volumes from the 
library and returning the very next day creating suspicion in the minds of officials 
concerned. By that time the Kashmir Series of books had become published. 

8 Tantraloka XV.269-270 
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However, nowhere in his writings has he admitted to the range of his readings 
much less to any publication of the series concerned. 

The existence of these schools of non-dual Saivism that later became known 
as Kashmir Saivsm was first brought to the knowledge of the world by Georg 
Buhler in his published report in 1877 entitled "In Search of Sanskrit manuscripts 
in Kashmir, Rajputana and Central India". In 1911 a Research Department was 
set up by the government of Pratap Singh Sahib Bahadur, Maharaja of Jammu 
and Kashmir. Under the auspices of this Department, Kashmir Series of Texts 
and Studies was published starting from 1911 and the last one was published in 
1947. 

In any case, the effect of Kashmir Saivism particularly of Abhinava's variety 
on his idea of the integral Vedanta is quite obvious on several grounds. Parallel 
to Abhinava's Siva, Aurobindo's Brahman also is Existence, Consciousness 
and Bliss. He conceives of consciousness as the central force responsible for 
the creation of the world. In this respect he had made a clear departure from 
Sankara inasmuch as in Sankara's Vedanta that creative agent is miiyii, illusion 
and hence her creation, too, is a mere illusory appearance like the mirage. 
Just like Abhinava's Sakti, Aurobindo's consciousness-force also is three­
dimensional, namely, willing, doing and awareness. Thus, it is actual instead 
of being just illusory. Just like Abhinava, he also has carved out several stages 
above as well as below the mind in the form of the higher-mind, illumined mind, 
intuition, overmind and supermind matching Abhinava's grades like mantra, 
mantrefrara, mahiimantrefrara and Sadiisiva. On the lower to mind there are 
matter and life parallel to Abhinava's earth and prii1Ja. There is also some sort 
of parallelism between the two in regard to the processes of involution and 
evolution. Inasmuch as Abhinava has conceived the possibility of a jar becoming 
Siva ultimately, Aurobindo also thinks of the possibility of matter's divinisation. 
If Aurobindo's idea of divinisation lies in the act of inculcation of the sense 
of existence, consciousness and bliss in matter, in the case of Abhinava it lies 
in restoring it to its original state of Siva-hood. In any case in view of both of 
them consciousness itself is both the efficient as well as the material cause of 
everything in the world via processes of involution and evolution. 

XII. Abhinava versus Mahavatara Baba 

Besides the integral Vedanta and Yoga there is some point of affinity of 
Abhinava with the kriyii-yoga of Yogananda of the fame of the Autobiography 
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of a Yogi. In his well known autobiography Y ogananda claims to have contact 
with a Himalayan yogi of the highest order named by him as Mahavatara Baba 
who could appear at any place of his choice or disappear in the void: Y ogananda 
claims to have learnt from him a kind of yoga, namely, kriyii-yoga and to have 
popularised it in certain circles in India as well as abroad. The Hindi translator 
and commentator Dr. Param Harilsa Misra of Tantraloka has found out some 
traces of the kriyii-yoga in the talks and writings of Pandit Gopinath Kaviraja of 
Varai:iasi. In fact, there is a slight terminological variation in this kind of yoga, 
one of them being known as karma-yoga as held out by the Bhagavadgitii and 
lying in selfless action while the other has been popularised by Y ogananda. 
Going deeper into the matter, the term kriyii-yoga occurs for the first time in 
the Yoga-sutra of Patafijali as the very first sutra of its second chapter wherein 
it has been defined as a collective practice of tapas, sviidhyiiya and obeisance to 
God. Abhinava, however, defines it in a different way. As per his definition in 
Tantriiloka, it is not that action is different and yoga is different. As a consequence 
of ascension of the intellect on the essence of things and the consequent result 
of pacification of passions of mind whatever happens is known as kriyii or 
indeed kriyii-yoga.9 Obviously this definition of kriyii-yoga presupposes a pair 
of conditions. One of them is ascension of the intellect to the essence. That 
essence, in view of Abhinava cannot be anything else except for the world's as 
well as of the individual's rootedness in Siva or the combined form of Siva- Sak ti. 

As regards the difference between kriyii-yoga and karma-yoga from the 
grammatical viewpoint, since karma is the result of kriyii, kriyii-yoga may be 
taken to stand for the process to the end of karma-yoga. These respective 
positions of the two terms seem to fit quite well with their definition in both the 
texts as pointed to above. As regards Patafijali's definition, tapas is a process 
of self-purification as preparation to self-improvement aiming at clarity of 
consciousness. The same is the objective of sviidhyiiya also no matter be it taken 
in the sense of the scriptural text or one's own psychology. The common aim 
behind all these procedures is control over passions, clarity of consciousness 
leading to awareness of the essence of things characterised as God, Siva, etc. 
and submission to Him in all possible ways, namely, in action, ideation and 
emotion. All these three aspects of the human nature being mutually integrated 
in the man's inner being as well as their manifestation outside in the world, 
whatever action the individual would accomplish would amount to submission 
to the essence or the God in whatsoever denominational form. This is what 
amounts to karma-yoga. 

9 Tantraloka. 1.151 
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In view of this clarification on respective statuses of both the denominations, it 
is obvious that while the Gita emphasises the end-result of the practice of yoga, 
Yogananda's teacher lays emphasis on the process by passing through which the 
aspirant may reach the end or hit the goal of life. Before Yogananda's naming 
him as Mahavatara Baba he was known as Balakanatha as he had remained 
like a youth even after centuries of life. He belonged to the same sect of yogins 
which is responsible for creation of such texts on Yoga as Gorak~a Sarilhita, 
Hathayoga Pradipika, Hatha Ratnavali in the Medieval age. The famous text 
Maharthamaiijari by Mahesvarananda Natha of the fourteenth century AD 
also goes to the credit of the same School of yogins. Needless to point out that 
this Mahesvarananda Natha belonged to the lineage of Abhinavagupta and his 
School beginning from Somananda. This has become obvious from another 
biographical work titled Apprentice to a Himalayan Master written by Mr. 'M' and 
published in 2010. As is obvious from Swami Kriyananda's Raja Yoga, published 
in 2002, kriya-yoga is the same as is the yoga of Gorak~anatha and others with 
its special emphasis on control of breath, pra1)ayama, as the way to clarity of 
consciousness and realisation of the object of yoga, namely, oneness with Siva. 

Since Abinavagupta belongs to the same School there is nothing surprising 
in finding out the traces of kriya-yoga in the Tantraloka as referred via our 
quotation at footnote No. 9. As is obvious from the Tantraloka, Abhinava's 
account of the processes aiming at Siva-hood is the most profound in its range, 
gravity and wealth of yogic processes along with their details. His details include 
reference to several other cakras above the ajiia until the sahasrara which is 
the playground of the higher ku1J<Jalini. It includes samani and unmani states 
of consciousness. The mysterious system of nerves and their centres known as 
cakra obtain in the human body in two grades which are the lower and the higher. 
The lower part of the system comprises of four cakras, namely, the miUadhara, 
svadhi$fhana, ma!Jipura and anahata. These are supposed to be lower on account 
of their involvement in sustaining the physical existence, serving as the lotus of 
the Self, playing the role of the centre by virtue of being the meeting ground of 
all the seventy-two thousand nerves including the ten main ones as also of the 
ten kinds of forces of vitality known as pra!Jas. Besides this, it is also considered 
as the central fire-place supplying heat to the body. Anahata is the heart-plexus 
responsible not only for purifying the blood and supplying the same to the whole 
of the body but also for controlling the emotional aspect of mind. 

As distinct from the lower is the higher part of it known as dvadasanta on two 
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accounts. One of it is the gross length of the area covered in the body measuring 
broadly twelve finger-ends from the throat to the sagittal suture located at the 
crest. The second one of the reasons behind the denomination of it as such is 
the fact that it has been found to cover as many as twelve loci of principles. The 
first ladder of it is the cakra known as visuddha which controls the sound, svara. 
The second one is the cakra known as iijiiii which acts as the centre of dispersal 
of ideas and sounds corresponding to them, visarga. The third step is known as 
cakreivara comprising all the consonant sounds from k to k$. The fourth one is 
known as vindu, the point. The Fifth is known as ardha candra. The sixth is known 
as ridhini niida, the point of inhibition of sound. The seventh is niidiinta, end of 
sound. The eighth is the locus of fokti, the force, followed by vyiipini, pervasive, 
and samanii, concentrative in the form of focus of mind. The next to it is the step 
known as siimanasa, equipoise, which in its turn is followed by the step known as 
sambhava, related to Sambhu, which is indicated by transcendence of the point, 
parii-vindu. As is obvious from the denominations of these steps covering the 
dviidasiinta, they are related to sound and the state of soundlessness in keeping 
with the corresponding states of mind stopping its operation as indicated by the 
stoppage of sound at the end. Thus the division of all the stages of dviidasiinta 
is based on the idea of coordination of sound and functioning of mind as the 
foremost instrument of consciousness in the human personality. All these details 
concerning the coordination between phonology and psychology seems to have 
emerged in course of recitation of the sound Om in its lengthened form, pluta, 
along with deep contemplation on its sense as representing the entire Reality in 
both its phases, universal and supernal as it stands for the virtue of having been 
considered as the most fundamental one right from the very beginning and to 
have served as the stuff of creation as well as the source of the corresponding 
consciousness in all its modes and forms. 

To come to Abhinava's deliberation on consciousness, in sharp contrast to the 
contemporary view of consciousness as primarily sensory developing gradually 
into the mental. The main source of strength of this viewpoint at present is the 
empiricism of science holding the sway today by virtue of the ever-increasing 
facilitation of life by validation of the scientific way of thinking. Obviously, 
Abhinava's view of consciousness has its root in the act of self-consciousness 
going deep to the core of the mind. If perception has its undeniable source in the 
validity of the existence of all we perceive, contemplation has its source in the 
verity of one's own self which, too, is equally well undeniable if not more since 
denial of verity to it involves the danger of collapse of the possibility of perception 
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itself notwithstanding the continued existence of the world outside, for the 
existence of which, however, there would not remain any means of validation. 

For Abhinava's viewpoint, the force required for validation of even the external 
world in its existential value is consciousness as concentrated in the self and 
brings the possibility of perception itself via its channelling through the sensory 
mechanism. As such, Abhinava holds consciousness as substantial as existence 
itself as it is responsible for its very being as well as working destined to get 
dissolved into it. It is the conjugal companion of the total range of Being as 
represented by Siva.Unlike the Prakrti of the Sailkhyas being totally opposite to its 
incidental, inexplicable and ad-hoc companion termed as Puru::;a, Consciousness 
as the Force of Siva remains always inseparably associated with Him so much 
so as to conjointly form an aspect of His body as is evident from the concept 
of ardhanariSvara wherein while Siva appears as the male aspect of one and 
the same personality, consciousness stands for the female. It is due to such an 
abiding association between Siva and His force of consciousness that wherever 
there is Being, there is also consciousness. The proof for it is the invariability in 
the coordination between consciousness and existence inasmuch as wherever 
there is the sense of existence, there is also the presence of consciousness. If 
existence cannot be divorced of consciousness, the latter cannot be divorced of 
existence either. 

Consciousness, indeed, is omni-conscious, looking within as well as without, 
facing towards the past as well towards the future besides the present itself. 
Possibility of history and predictability of events are instances to the point. 

Luminosity is the basic feature of consciousness. It is owing to this attribute 
of it that whatever we get to know becomes illumined to us, no matter be it 
intellectual or perceptual. According to lJpani::;ads as well as Abhinava even the 
physical light has received its luminosity from consciousness. The cause of its 
physicality is its intermixture with properties inhibitive of luminosity. Variations 
in the luminosity of the sun, the moon, planets and stars as well as various forms 
of fire are illustrations on the point. Rightly has the Katha Upani!fad stated 
that in consciousness there is no access of luminosity of the sun, the moon, the 
stars, planets, lightning or even of fire. Rather it is due to the luminosity of 
consciousness that they all bear their luminosity.10 

10 Katha Upani~ad V.5 and also see Tantrtiloka 111.117 
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Abhinava considers consciousness as of autonomous nature. It is due to this 
autonomy of nature that it assumes various kinds of impositions on itself resulting 
in intensity, modesty, etc. in its luminosity.11 The luminosity as prevailing in 
luminaries like the sun, etc. in his view, is a defiled form of the original one 
as is to be traced in the consciousness of Siva which needs to be inculcated by 
the individual to rise above all limitations he otherwise remains subjected to. 12 

As we find in the human nature, consciousness always keeps moving. This is 
most obvious in the fickleness of the mind. All this mobility of consciousness 
as reflected in the mind and elsewhere is due to constant vibration in the ocean 
of consciousness, as it were. As the sea keeps vibrating all the time so does the 
sea of consciousness. This function of it is also purposive. If consciousness were 
to remain all the same constantly, variability in the behaviour of the world of 
consciousness would come to an end.13 

In Abhinava's view, subsidence in the midst of vibration is, however, the real 
secret of Being an ocean. This is evident from Consciousness forming the core 
of the universal being on the one hand and getting stagnated in the form of 
fixity of matter on the other. This stagnancy is symptomatic of its tendency of 
stultification on the lower side while equipoise of it in the state of samiidhi is 
indicative of same tendency of it on the higher side, with the necessity of the 
evolutionary process serving as the conduit between the two extreme ends and 
creating the possibility of awareness of the business of the world.14 This is why 
there has emerged the possibility of consciousness emerging out of the physical 
inconscience. It is owing to the working of this process of evolution that heart, 
all its physicality notwithstanding, becomes the centre of consciousness in the 
human constitution.15 

According to him, consciousness is three-dimensional being as an aspect of Siva 
in the existential sense as well as the sense of consciousness. Siva, according to 
this statement, is consciousness itself in the existential sense. He is the Being of 
the nature of Consciousness. This consciousness as inherent in Him has three 
aspects, namely, will, knowledge and action but for which He could not be 
regarded as the Being along with the attribute of existence. 16 It is something 

11 Tantraloka, 111.118 
12 Ibid., IIl.119 
13 Ibid., IV.184 
14 lbid., IV.185. 
15 Ibid., IV.186A 
16 Tantraloka, IV.187 
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only in existence which can will, know and act. So is Siva with consciousness as 
His inherent quality in the existential sense of Force. It is by virtue of inherence 
of the force in Him that He expands Himself in all these three forms inside 
in the form of the human psychology as well as outside in the form of the 
world as a whole in its actions, awareness and the requisite will behind them. 
That existential value of Him being externalised assumes the form of the fire 
of awareness while the same being interiorised serves as the source of sound 
getting converted into contemplation.17 

Universality in the manifestation of consciousness is due to its transparency while 
the division of individualities in the totality is due to each one of them being 
pegged down to its specific forms and limitations serving as the cause of internal 
contradictions.18 Consciousness behind the entire variations of individualities 
is but one and rid of all options but makes it subject to options and variations 
coming down to the level of individuals.19 

It is pure consciousness which having forsaken its aspect of knowability illumines 
itself expressly as the space. Space is indeed consciousness itself shorn of its 
express objectivity and appearing as a sheer vacuum with nothing in it to make 
itself knowable. 20 This statement of Abhinava finds its elucidation in Greek 
Philosopher Empedocles' denial of space as a positive entity above earth, water, 
fire and air since ancient times and continuing to be held as such even until now 
in scientific circles defining it now as a sheer blank calculable in its blankness 
through the relative location of objects in it. Vacuity of space is indeed due to 
the deliberate effort of consciousness to escape objectivity leaving scope for its 
sheer subjectivity. 

However, it is out of this subjectivity of it that emerges prtitJ.a, life-force assuming 
the form of air as a wave of it creating the possibility of emergence of life as the 
basis of the spectacle of consciousness coming out of it in a renewed form. 21 

This is the secret of space according to Abhinava. As regards that of time, it 
is dependent on the frequency of breath which in its turn is dependent on the 
vibration of the sea of consciousness as the ultimate basis of whatever is there 

17 Ibid., IV.190 
18 Ibid., V.13 
19 Ibid., VIII.30b-3la 
20 Ibid., VI.9 
21 Ibid., VI.11 
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in the universe. 22 Thus, the subsidence as well as emergence of the world both 
is dependent on consciousness as the path of the function of Force, fokti whose 
vibrations assume the form of the world in its innumerable tangibility.23 

In view of this status of consciousness, Abhinava warns, those who underestimate 
it as a sheer bodily property due to the malice of action clouding their minds, are 
destined to lie asleep in the deep cave of inconscience like creeping insects.24 

XIII. Ku!Jlf,alini and the Christian Legend of Snake: 

In the Bible there is a prominent legend of Satan coming to Eve in the form 
of a snake in the heavenly garden of Eden with the motive of seducing her to 
persuade Adam, her male counterpart, to insist upon him to taste the forbidden 
fruit and accedes to have sex with her resulting in the origin of the human race. 
So far as the origin of the human race in this act of procreation is concerned, 
the event proved a boon to mankind. Still, however, it laid the foundation of the 
instinct of sex in him with all its forcefulness consummating in its acceptance in 
the Freudian psychology as the principal one amongst all other instincts in him 
and thus in diluting the entire complex of the human nature and the corruption 
of it to the extent of leading to his madness with the overweighting development 
of the unconsciousness in him, clouding his consciousness with the result of 
perversity in his nature. It is due to her that he has become a victim of sufferings 
of all kinds, in spite of his otherwise divine nature having had his origin in God 
and having the advantage of living in the Eden. 

This event of perversion of the human nature is anticipated very much in 
Patafljali's Yoga Sutra, 111.51, having already been quoted in this write-up and 
reading as sthiinyupa-nimantra!Je sanga-smaya-akar!Jam punarani${aprasangiit. 
This event of acceding to Satan on the part of Adam resulted in the creation of 
individual's individuality with all his propensity of attachment to his individuality 
which is obviously of the nature of attachment and assertion of his individuality 
which are illustrative of both attachment and egotism and hence of the corruption 
of his nature. Though ku!Jlf,alini has escaped mention at the hand of Patafljali in 
this aphorism, it must be implicit in his relating to this stage of consciousness of 
the aspirant. This point is very much explicit in Abhinavagupta's conception of 
kundalini as a serpent as symbolic of the integrality of the life-force. As against 

22 Ibid., VIl.62 
23 Tantriiloka, VIl.68 
24 Ibid., IX. 138 
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it, Christianity's condemnation of her as an agent of Satan, bears out the failed 
effort of Christianity to integrate it with the forces of goodness on account of 
successful experience of the yogins with regard to this representative of the life­
force lying concealed at the base of the human body over and above Pataftjali's 
characterisation of it as pisiica-iivesha, being possessed by the Satan. It was 
perhaps of that positive experience on the part of a tiintrika like Abhinavagupta 
that it happened to be associated with Siva as His eternal companion. 

The positivity of Abhinava's experience in regard to this force is very much 
obvious from the recognition of it on his part as lying embodied in the human 
personality as a representative of the force of divinity capable of elevating his 
psyche so much as to lead him to the Divine as symbolised as Siva supposed to 
lie awaiting for her rise to meeting Him in highest centre of his consciousness 
as is the sahasriira at the acme of man's aspiration for spiritual transformation 
which lies in purification of consciousness. It is via this kind of realisation that he 
has happened to realise the essential oneness amongst all luminaries including 
the physical and the spiritual as embodied in the form of the sun, the moon, the 
fire and the lightning as is obvious from the statement of the Ka!ha Upani$ad 
quoted already in the write-up amounting to suggest that the illumination of 
the Self is inaccessible to that of the sun, the moon, fire and lightning and that 
these luminaries and sources of light have rather borrowed it from that source. 
The truth of this statement is very much obvious on the psychological level from 
the dependence of these luminaries from their recognition of these on the basis 
of their perceptibility through the factor of self-consciousness of the perceiver 
expanding its territory to the world outside. The external world would have 
remained totally nothingness outside the purview of the self-consciousness 
of the individual with all the limitations of it. Abhinava's contention of the 
possibility of universalisation of the human psyche at the acme of its growth 
through purification of it on having realised his oneness with Siva who otherwise 
remains confined to his animal nature with all kinds of limitations in its range of 
its expansion. 

The expansion is so important as it involves a long procedure. The basic seed 
of it is the self-consciousness of the individual. As that factor of the human 
psychology, it tends to remain exteriorised. Being drawn back to itself it gets 
interiorised and moves upward in its scale of being comprising of cakras as 
related to five primeval elements of the external world existing in a summary 
form as controlled by muliidhiira, sviidhi$thiin, mm:ripura, aniihata, and vifoddha 
representing the earth, water, fire, air and ether (space) respectively. 
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Rise of kw:uJ.alini results in the purification of consciousness in its entire 
physicality and individualistic accretions and superimpositions. Having got rid 
of it, consciousness get restored to its purely psyche nature and hence to its 
original purity and luminosity. 

This much having already been achieved by yogins, Abhinava's contribution in 
this regard lies in further contribution to it in regard to what he calls dviidasiinta 
before entry into the sahasriira resulting in full blaze of its luminosity following 
removal of all superimpositions on it including both the physical and the psychic 
and resulting in oneness between Siva and Sakti the ultimate principle of being 
consciousness and delight and His force of creativity having come to the main 
cause of the world. But for this much exercise on the part of the aspirant the 
ultimate principle of being, etc. and that of creativity would remain independent 
of each other for the sake of the individual concerned. In the state of this 
separateness between these dichotomies of Creator and His force of creativity, 
totality of Reality would remain in a dichotomous position from each other 
leaving consciousness and reality as opposites to each other. 

XIV. Hypnosis versus Samarasibhiiva between the Teacher and the Taught as 
the point of culmination of the Process of Initiation 

The clouding of consciousness in the contemporary psychology has gone so 
deep as to acceptance of the unconscious as a basic constituent of the human 
psychology resulting in the perversity of the human psyche. In order to get rid 
of this perverse development instead of such a flimsy device as mesmerism, 
Abhinava has shown the way to initiation wherein the teacher at the end of 
the ceremony of initiation make the disciple sit face to face to him and tries to 
restore to him to his real state of consciousness via creation of samarasibhiiva, 
bringing the disciple up to the same length as his own resulting in his elevation 
to the status of the teacher whereby he may now onwards transform the pafo 
into Siva.25 In comparison to the device of hypnotism familiar in the modern 
psychology how positive is this device of samarasibhiiva as suggested by 
Abhinava. The difference between the two ways of impressing his state of 
mind on the disciple by the teacher can be understood from the consideration 
of the real meaning of hypnotism and samarasibhiiva. The word hypnosis is 
devised from hypnos representing the Greek God of sleep. Hypnos is none 
but the Sanskrit word svapna meaning dream, the change in the pronunciation 
is due to the tendency of Greeks substituting the Sanskrit sva by the Greek 

25 Tantraloka, 29.272-276 
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hypnos. Thus, hypnosis is nothing but inducing the subject to go to sleep instead 
of remaining wide awake. It is imaginable how disastrous is hypnotism to the 
human psychology wherein instead of opening the consciousness of the subject 
to the consequences of the state intended to bring to him, he is made to loose it 
to sleep with whatever remainder he is left with by the time of the device used 
on him for his betterment. Obviously this amounts to placing him in a more 
intense state of darkness than he was suffering from. As against it, the device of 
samarasibhiiva is highly positive and constructive. 

XV. lntegralism of Abhinavagupta as an Antidote to the Modern Sensualism 

The modern age is distinguished by its exclusive emphasis on the senses and 
the sense mind. This has happened mainly due to surprising success of science 
particularly the physical in its yield of unexpected facilitisation of life in all walks 
of life. As such, it has come to convince people as the only proper way to life and 
living. There is no doubt about this aspect of the conviction and development. 
Extension of this philosophy to the moral and spiritual problems, however, has 
resulted in sordid break down in the human attitude to life and purpose of living 
as was very much obvious from the well-known saying under the effect of ancient 
materialism ( Ciirvakas) declaring the way to it lying in as much comfort to the 
body as possible as is explicit from its saying that till one endures in life one 
should aim at as much comfort to it as possible even though one may have to 
borrow money from others, which he would not have to pay back until the end 
of life following which, however, due to his body having consumed by fire, there 
would not remain any trace of him to have the obligation of paying back the debt. 

The same is the case of modern materialism as a product of sensualism supported 
by modern sciences with their foundation on sensualism with its typical 
modifications and manifestation such as socialism, political and commercialism 
lacking in the role of self-conscious conscience as well as moral obligation which 
is the result of sensualism leading to strife and barbaric consumerism amongst 
nations and individuals. Senses are barely instruments handed by the Self which 
is the real custodian of all values of life. Sensualism prevails at the cost of this 
role of the Self under the rule of mechanism and naturalism both being products 
of organism. Mechanism is sheer coordination of organs while organism is the 
consequence of coordination. Thus, both are only aspects of one and the same 
move of elimination of any role of something holistic in running the affairs of 
the world and nature. 
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Prevalence of these ideas under the garb as scientism has wrought havoc on the 
holistic view of things altogether which is the cradle of spiritualism and citadel 
of moral values in the management of national and international affairs as well 
as matters personal. Following Darwinian principle of survival of the fittest 
nations are trying at their level best to outshine one another at the cost of any 
essential sense of coordination and harmony. 

The integration of Abhinavagupta is the best remedy of this malady. It is rooted 
in the essentiality of one and the same consciousness operating under the 
free-will of Siva, supernal ruler of everything individualistic, cosmic and extra­
cosmic simultaneously in a completely detached way. Under His dispensation, 
consciousness as the basic force is operating as the stuff as well as the agent using 
the stuff in creating the universe, keep it going on and restoring it ultimately to its 
original shape just sportively. While consciousness as the basic stuff of creation 
results in the objective phase of things, self-consciousness is responsible for the 
subjective aspect of it in its entirety both being just two aspects of one and the 
same principle. The ground for this aspectual distinction between the object and 
the subject with all its seeming contrariety in ancient times was the spectacle of 
dream and delusion which now has got materialised in the form of the success 
of the scientific laws as discerned in the almost all prospective of life in the 
world. Such laws are discovered basically just intuitively and yet they come to 
hold good universally. Intuition is rooted in self-consciousness while objective 
verification of it is a matter of the world outside. There is obvious contrariety 
between the two and yet happen to display strangely enough coordination 
between not seemingly but also actually. Therefore, the coordination between 
the two entities needs to be treated as two aspects of one and same principle 
rather than as disparate as the Prakrti and the Puru~a of the Sankhyas or matter 
and spirit or rationality of the modern science. 

XVI. Heresy Popular in Kashmir related to Abhinavagupta's vanishing in the cave 

The connection in the heresy popular in Kashmir sought to be suggested by 
Dr. Kanti Chandra Pandey in his book titled Abhinavagupta - An Historical 
and Philosophical Study regarding the vanishing of Abhinavagupta along 
with his five hundred disciples in a cave in the mountains finds little support 
in Tantriiloka. For one, Abhinavagupta would not certainly have suggested to 
his disciples to end life that way along with himself nor could disciples have 
followed his suit in this misadventure in such a multitude. Abhinavagupta was a 
lively personality enjoying fullness of life in its multiple aspects having got filled 
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with his absolute oneness with Bhairava as is obvious from his Bhairava Stotra 
written as appendage, parisi~ta to his magnum opus in the sixty-eighth year of 
Saptar~i Calendar. He experienced himself fully liberated even in life also and 
therefore he had no necessity of entering into any cave for getting redeemed 
from life which had been turned by him as Sambhu himself. 

In support of this contention one can refer to his Krama Stotra verse No. 20 in 
the eighth volume of this translation in the appendices. 

Finally, we are grateful to Shri Mohindra Vashistha, the Publisher and all those 
friends who have served as the source of inspiration in course of translating 
this work. We are grateful to Mrs. Nisha Saxena of Noida for assistance and 
Nancy Dean Mercury, Yoga Teacher and Artist, California, U.S.A. for her help 
in proof reading and copy-editing of the work. We are also grateful to Miss 
Shivangi Tripathi for typing out the Sanskrit verses with great efficiency and 
accuracy. 

The graphics used in the book are not our own creation but they have been 
drawn from diverse sources to create the conceptual theme of the book. We 
acknowledge our indebtedness to all those agencies responsible for creation, 
production or reproduction, as the case may be, of these graphics. 

We hope this translation will be liked by people at large. 

Naida Authors 

July 2013 
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Summary of the Contents of Volume - VIII 

This volume consist of 8 chapters namely, 30-37 besides Appendices of 13 minor 
works Acarya Abhinavagupta. 

Chapter 30- Mantras Applicable to Trika System of Worship 

1. This Chapter deals with seed-mantras of three approaches to the Reality 
known as dik$a vidya, mok$da vidya and paramdvari vidya. 

2. There is a reference to three verses in the Arya Metre which remind the 
person lying on the deathbed of the essential nature of his being as existence, 
consciousness and bliss and therefore he need not be aggrieved of his present 
state of pain and suffering as it is only an exterior and temporary phase of his 
eternal and delightful being and remain as such while answering to the queries 
of anyone. 

3. Thus as many as fifteen statements are uttered to stimulate the awareness 
of the dying person to the essential nature of his being with the aim of getting 
him detached from the present physical body and be attracted towards his 
assumption of the spiritual body in oneness with Siva. 

4. This Brahma-vidya consisting of fifteen statements is known as bound by 
kalas, factors of division. Now is being spelled out what lies above this factor of 
division. 

5. Then there is a form of initiation known as paro-upani$ad. 
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6. Following it, there is a reference to the vidya of initiation, dik$a vidya. 

Chapter 31 - Deliberation on Mai:i<;lalas 

1. This chapter is devoted to the process of formation of the circle, 
ma!Jlfala. 

v 

2. It speaks of sacrifice known as Damara which is considered as having 
embedded in it the three forces, namely, the higher, higher-lower and lower. 

Chapter 32 - Mudra 

1. This Chapter deals with the system of postures, mudra. 

2. Posture, mudra, is the reflection of the status of the inner being. The inner 
being or Atma is the reflector while bodily posture is the reflection of its status. 

3. The word mudra is formed out of mud meaning delight and the root ra 
in the sense of giving. Thus mudra is that which accords delight to the poser 
concerned. 

4. Khecari is the main amongst the mudras which literally means that which 
enables the aspirant or its practitioner to move in the void which may take 
two forms lifting from the gravitational pull of the earth physically or at least 
mentally and spiritually. 

5. I ts varieties are known as trisulini, karanki1Ji, krodhana, bhairavi, lelihanika, 
mahapreta, yogamudra, jvalini, k$obhi1Ji and dhruva. 

6. It is posed by sitting in the lotus-pose with the back-bone kept straight, 
the collarbones lowered, the eye-sight kept concentrated on the navel and 
concentration of consciousness directed to the three vacuums of the body in the 
forms of three principal nerves, namely, ida, pingala and SU$Umna. 

7. Then there get manifested a sound, light and breath culminating in the 
access to Siva. The left foot should be placed on the right thigh and the mouth 
should be stretched by means of the little fingers and the nose by means of the 
intermediate ones. He needs to make his tongue move speedily producing the 
sound ha ha. He should meditatively rise to the top of the head by invoking the 
three forces of willing, knowing and doing. 
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8. Sound is pregnant with the force of consciousness and hence with that 
of the kw:uj,alini. Having stopped the breath on this point, the aspirant should 
pierce through the rest of the circles, cakras. 

9. Then there is a reference to the fosiinkini, another form of the khecari 
mudrii. It is related to the heart. It is also known as paiica-kw:rlf,alini. 

10. Khecari is the way out to the knowledge of the supernal seed of creation. 

Note: Cf B,.gveda VII.6.30-Adit pratnansya retasal:r jyotis pasyanti viisaram paro 
yadidhyate diva. 

Chapter 34 - Unification of Divine Forces 

1. This Chapter is concerned with the experience of the aspirant's oneness 
with the whole of the world. 

2. This the atomic approach to Siva-hood. Proceeding along this atomic path, 
the aspirant has to experience his oneness with the Sakti and then with Siva. 

3. This path has been suggested by Siva Himself. 

Chapter 34 - Individualistic Approach to Siva-hood 

1. This Chapter indicates to the way of entry into Siva-hood which is the 
essential nature of the individual. 

2. That way is popularly known as the atomic which is in keeping with the 
individuality of the individual which although is universal and Siva Himself and 
yet is supposed to have got divided into diverse individuals, each exclusive of 
the other owing to having been operated upon by the force of division, kalii and 
miiyii. 

3. Gradually he comes to himself getting rid of his exclusivity. 

4. This happens due to realisation of the great light of Siva within oneself. As 
a result of this realisation, the individual enters into his real nature which obtains 
in the whole of the world. Getting rid of his exclusivity, he comes to embrace the 
entire universe well within himself. This secret has been communicated to our 
School by the Supreme Creator of the universe. 
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Chapter 35 - Concordance of All Scriptural Provisions 

1. This Chapter deals with the problem of concordance of all scriptural 
provisions on a certain point. What is being detailed out in this regard is the 
common conclusion of all approaches to the Reality. This is why it is known as 
agama. 

2. A newly born child has various choices before him to see, touch and accept 
but he chooses out of those options only what he likes. 

3. Which in itself is determined by his innate inclinations which are formed 
on the basis of the impressions settled in his inner being during experiences of 
the past. His inclination to eat clay is obviously beyond the range of his choice. 
It is something unnatural. Even then he becomes inclined to it. This must be due 
to some inherent cause behind it, which may be the birth of all from the earth. 

4. Saivism is the system of approach to the Reality closest to the spontaneity 
of the human nature. 

5. Verity of this system has been impressed on me by honourable 
Sambhunatha. 

Chapter 36 - Tradition of Saivism 

1. This Chapter is devoted to the tracing of the tradition of Saivism. 

2. Bhairava, Bhairavi, Svacchanda, Lakula, A1:mrat Gahananesa, Brahma, 
Sakra and Brhaspati have contributed to the making of this tradition adding 
one crore of verses each and thus the entire tradition developed ultimately into 
a text of nine crores of verses. 

3. At the stage of Brhaspati it remained comprising one crore verses. Out of 
this number one-fourth of it transmitted to Vaman, half to Bharga, half to Vali, 
half to Sirnha, one-fourth to Garrn;la, one-fourth to Vasuki. 

4. Half of the remaining verses were brought to the earth from heaven by 
Rava:oa and were transmitted to Bibhi~ana and then to Rama. 

5. From Rama the wisdom was transmitted to Lak~ma:oa and from him to 
Siddhas and Danavas. The number got divided into two carried onward by 
Srika:otl:ia and Tryambaka. 
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6. Tantnlloka is a summary of the wisdom of all these streams of brought 
together. 

Chapter 37 - Conclusion and Dedication 

1. This Chapter is the last one of the entire enterprise which is addressed to 
his supreme Lord Siva with the prayer that it is by virtue of His stimulation that 
the work has reached this end and that therefore it is He Himself who is prayed 
for giving solace to all those who may go through it. 

2. Vis-a-vis the malice of the worldly life, the wisdom propounded here in 
this work is comparable to the cure of the snake bite. 

3. The device of oneness with Siva is like cure of the snake-bite. 

4. It is, therefore, imperative for all to take resort to Siva. 

5. Posture is a concretised representation of mantra so is also the status of 
the symbol of ma1J,tf,ala. 

6. As soon as the aspirant receives this wisdom from the teacher, he gets 
redeemed then and there itself with his body to remain there like a mechanical 
device. 

7. This Trika Sastra, therefore, needs to be accepted as soon as one becomes 
intimated with it. 

8. Kashmir is a part of the earth dwelt in by Siva Himself as also by 
contemplative sages strewn here and there almost everywhere. 

9. Besides the fruits like apple and bilva in abundance, wine of various 
varieties is also available here. 

10. The entire region abounds in flowers. 

11. The inhabitants of it are poetic, scholarly, heroic and articulate. Women 
are also beautiful. 

12. It also abounds in yoginis, female practitioners of yoga. 
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13. Here is also the town named Pravara which was established by King 
Pravarasena. 

14. The river Vitasta which has descended here as a part of the moon and 
decorates land. The King had provided our wise ancestor here a palatial residence 
at the bank of this river along with rich property attached to the palace. 

15. It was in the lineage of that ancestor of ours known as Atrigupta that 
Varahagupta was born in course of time. 

16. His son was named Chukhulaka, I, Abhinavagupta am his son. My mother 
departed from this world during my early childhood and due to her demise at 
that state, I became liberated even at that stage. 

17. I was initiated in the learning of grammar, logic, literature and poetics by 
my father as also in the devotion to Siva. 

18. Besides this, I was made to join the tradition of teachers, Erakanathananda, 
Vamanathananda, Bhiitiraja, Somananda. His son was Utpalanatha and 
grandson Lak!:imanaguptanatha and Sambhunatha. 

19. Towards the close of my life while I have been thinking of joining the 
family of my brother Manoratha. 

20. While I was thinking of this, a few honourable persons happened to come 
to me including the son of the minister, K!:iema, Utpala, Abhinava, Cakraka, 
Padmagupta, Ramagupta and a lady named Vatsalika whose husband had died 
in youth and was devoted to Siva along with her brother who had declined the 
off er of ministership out of his devotion to Siva. 

21. She offered her palace and regal amenities for my living. 

22. It is in those favourable conditions of life and working that I have worked 
out this Tantraloka. 

Appendices - English translation of 13 other works of Abhinavagupta: 

1. Paramarthasara - Essence of the Supreme State of Being. 

2. Dehastha-Devata-Cakra-Stotram-Hymn to the Human Body as a Temple 
of Divinities. 
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3. Paficasloki Stotra - Five verses on the Glory of Siva. 

4. Paramadvayadvadasika 

5. Bimbapratibimbavadal) - Talk About the View of Reflection 

6. Bodhapaficadasika - Fifteen Verses on Consciousness. 

7. Bhairava Stotram - Hymn to the Glory of Bhairava 

8. Mahopadesa-Vimsatika 

9. Rahasya-Paficadasika 

10. Krama Stotram - On Krama System 

11. Anuttara~tika - On Anuttara 

12. Paramarthacarca - Deliberation on the Supreme Objective of Life 

13. Anubhavanivedanam - Tribute of the Inner Experience. 
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Mantras Applicable to Trika System of Worship 

~ ir~~d'l~Cf)~sqc:h ~Cf)~efl~'ll!
1

lffl Pt~~a I 

dlqf"&'l~~ a~;:a~ ~I It I I 

Now is going to be dealt with the complex of mantras applicable to the Trika 
system of worship so that those whose intellect has as yet not been associated 
with the state of contemplation (on the Supreme Being, Siva) may also attain 
siddhi. (1) 

5'1lft~<al ~ €!" ~ fcrr~: I 

~a~~q ~«11'"'1: ~ld"S(llk( Cf)~dl'llll: I 12 I I 

These mantras are awakened in themselves as they are basically of the nature of 
contemplation on account of being creations of the very abode of Consciousness 
out of its autonomy. (2) 

~~~ ~ (f a1~1~Pt~a: 1 

~a~l~cfa ~ Cf)<Oll~fq Cf)~dl'{ I 13 I I 

The teacher in whom they make their entry, that happens on the basis of oneness 
between the two. On account of this, even the instruments of such entry gain the 
status of their creator. (3) 
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,3Tit.ITT"~$ tf ~~ g tjgtse:~ I 

aaj ~ ei ~ ~: '6'11&oftjgtse:lf'{ I 14 I I 

To the base should be assigned the seed sound hrim while on the earth k$liim, 
on water k$vim, on fire vam and on air k$am. ( 4) 

~ ~ ~ ~ f ~ ei ~'1JRtjgtse:~ I 
~~~~~~~11511 

The sound ham should be assigned to the stalk (datJ,qa/meru) and yam, ram, 
lam, and vam to dharma, jiiiina, vairiigya and aiivarya (splendour) respectively 
as contrary to the view of the PuriitJ,as. 8.m, fm, lrm, lfm should be assigned to 
the values opposite to them, namely, adharma, ajiiiina, avairiijiia and anaisvarya. 
(5) 

JU~ ~ellfffl~a~Ell'11lflCf)efll34~ I 

3ij~·~m~*1lff ~ ~~~i:Hfffcllfl: I 15 I I 

The sounds om, aum, and ha should be assigned to vidyii, miiyii and kalii while 
anusviira (·)and visarga (:)to Vidyefo and Vidyeivara. (6) 

~: ~ muITStse:("CIH:iqa: I 

~1~1cbi &i'iti!tse:("CI~ ~ 1l1l <flfeia'{ I 17 I I 

The letters k to bh numbering twenty-four in the alphabet need to be assigned 
to the pollen of the lotus while ninth along with vowel o to the life-force 
(priitJ,a). As bindu names of their respective presiding deities should be assigned 
to the eight directions and corners of the petals. The names of the deities are 
Viimii, Jye${hii, Raudri, Kiili, KalavikaratJ,i, BalavikaratJ,i, Balapramathini and 
Sarvabhutadamani. (7) 

~rffiRT ~ flll"2tll*11 '1 osef134 ~ 1 

~1~1Cf)I : ~ Wf ~ ~I_M~~9; Cf)~~~ I 18 I I 

The group of these nine Forces should be assigned to the three matJ,qalas, 
namely, iigneya, saura and soma represented by the sounds s, $ ands along 
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with assignment of the sound ksm to them with jum to their peaks, that is, the 
navel. (8) 

NOTE: 

Hrim is seed mantra of Sakti while jum is the last seed-mantra which represents 
Siva. When they are combined together with asana (sitting mat) along with 
namal;, the mantra for worship of the asana is formed as follows - hrim jum 
asanapak$aye namal;. This is how the mode of sitting is worshipped. 

~~!Pllfl'1'i\J11qj <;f)Jil"i~I ~~:I 

~ g 5WllEl'1~ :q- if!\J1Gf')'( I 19 I I 

~~I~ 1R~lefl~J 11~11if~<:t I 

3'1ff'1111f>a~wo:i'3\J1fl~G0fel{~'5Gh'l I I 10 I I 

These mantras need to be used in the mode of sitting and performing worship 
briefly by putting together the first and the last seed mantras namely, hrim and 
jum representing respectively the base and the top forces along with fire (r), air 
(y), earth (l), water (v), u and the bindu. (9-10) 

ffer~l:Sl{Ji~
2

IS~ Cfcf-WT tsfel~ef~: I 
,1iff'1~1011fr.1fi$l{Gf')lefl~1'3flifl{oll: I 1111 I 

fl~GOfCl{~""G:tf:q~1Ell: ~ofCll~H: I 

This mantra is know as ratisekhara representing the parts of the body on 
account of combination of short and long vowels in its fromations along with 
involvement of seed mantras of fire and praf)a (r and h ), fire and dissolution 
(rand k$) time, Indra (1), water (v) and air (y), sixth vowel (u), bindu (·)and 
candra-bindu, crescent moon, etc. all taken together. (Mantra thus formed 
would be rhrak$lvyum.)(ll-l2a) 

~"S·W~IRGf')I ~: ~@ "'lit I 112 I I 

~ql<;f)IP:i~~G:~
2

l~lq11;::q~ I 

affiPc!Rt«"l~lqfuf{Rt ~~~ I 113 I I 

Q)dlCl\ll J1$16qlR<il!\RfJHl5l c€JfJa1 I I 
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In vi~w of the Trisiras Siistra, bindu (point) and niida (sound) are all-pervading 
on account of their nature of expansion (k!fepa), crossing the barrier (iikriinti), 
arousal of consciousness (cidubodha), enkindling (dipana), stabilisation 
(sthiipana) and getting one with (tadiipatti) as they are said to involved all these 
factors in them. This tendency of their pervasion to the extreme is known as one 
of concretisation. (12b-14a) 

qfto1111tt1#P:P'r:i '1'1~1{: ~~I In I I 

~ 5(l!OIT~J1s~tt11tl~: ~:~:I 

GIS~ll~ ~~l<tl~ Cl~IOllfll ~ Gb~~t( I 115 I I 

aill{Clefl~j)~ ~:I 

The transformation and the consequent merger result in submission which is 
the state of elimination of the three sounds, namely, ra, riim, and rim from the 
former and Iii, lam, Lim from the latter followed by associating them with six long 
vowels. Six parts of the body, namely, heart, head, crest, armour (shoulders), 
eyes and arm should be assigned to it along with their respective seed with 
illumined points. (14b-16a) 

NOTE: 

Assignment of the seed-mantras to parts of the body as stated above. Example 
of r and I seed mantra: 

l.riim liim- heart, read as riim or liim hrdiiye namal.z (whichever the case) 

2.rim Lim- head - riim or Lim sirase sviihii 

3.rum lum- sikhii (crest) - rum or Lum sikhiiye va!faf 

4. raim laim- kavaciiya (shoulders) - raim or laim kavaciiya hum 

5. raum laum- three eyes - raum or laum netratriiya vaU!faf 

5. ral.z lal.z - ral.z or lal.z astriiye phaf (arm or clapping sound) 

Worship of god or goddess as stated above has different seed-mantras and are 
assigned to the parts of the body. 
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$iCf)IHi~fdJ011011: *1Gp:£i3fcHfdi1Cf)I: I I 16 I I 

~~~~:I 

The mantra known as Bhairava-sadbhiiva is formed out of letters k$, y, r, v and 
I as the seed associated with them the bindu (point) besides adding to them the 
letters jh, k$ and h along with joining them the sixth vowel u and the bindu. 
(16b-17a) 

'11Q:Cf)1'11~.fl'141 ~ Hj~l~Jr I 117 I I 

~s~ ~&Rn tiw 01RtRRt ~I 
T[UT~~ JRr: tlll~tSflvi ~ ~ ·,:l1Ra'( I 118 I I 

'11'1 I~ l&H'11Cf)I <fdi1:q'1;1R4Jftla'( I 

Miitrkii and Miilini mantras have already been elucidated. As regards the case 
of the mantras addressed to deities like Ga1Je$a, etc., their seeds have not been 
pointed out. They should, however, be formed with the use of the fourth case­
ending and addition of the word nama/:i along with the anusviira, thus shaping 
them as Om Ga1Jdiiya nama/:i. (17b-19a) 

*1~Gfl~CI ~ ffi±lg~~lt11t<Jgtfi I 119 I 

,31 r '1 R1 a Fll Efl ll ffaJ?rn ll tll l;f)'i"r R~ : 1 

&!Jti4*1fffo~ irr<:rr ~ ~ Pcrn 1rei11• 1 120 1 1 

,'.'J'i~cil::4llfCI1ftl l;f)'11~1'1;;;f 01::4 ll'( I 

~tlllf~;q~s'Cl5R ~Cf)I(~~ :q- ~:I 121 I I 

There is another way of formation of mantras addressed to gods and goddesses. 
It is formed by taking the first letter of the name, adding the vowel ii to it, 
along with the anusviira in the vocative case such as aghore, paramaghore, 
ghorerupe. The seed sound of miiyii should be hu and should be associated with 
the visarga to turn it into hum. As regards the formation of the vocative for the 
three goddesses, namely, aghore, paramaghore, ghorerupe along with addition 
of hum, they should be addressed as ghoremukhi, bhime and bhi$a1Je along with 
changing the final e into a in the case of bhime (thus, it would become like this 
ghoremukhi bhima bhi$a1Je). (19b-21) 
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"fRT: ~lhhG:lll'i~I ~~I 

~sfr.1cio1r3'4T q&ifcHgfffi ~ 12~ I 122 I 

So far as the vocative form of the two forces, vamani and pibani is concerned, 
elision needs to be made of their final syllables turning the words into vama and 
piba followed by addition of he and the letter r as the seed sound of fire with the 
addition of u to it. (22) 

31cfM9)ffilCl€4. ~ Q" ~ :iff: ~R: I 
dRur ~ ClfCIJf'1C1Ulfotofat11fucfil I 123 I I 

With the addition of the word phaf and association of the syllable hum and hab 
the mantra known as astra is raised. (23) 

~ quq<l~Clll ~ ~~mR I 

q&11S1i;q&1~~1faici~'1~~ laR ~I 124 I I 

This mantra is addressed to the goddesses Parii, Aparii in the Trika system of 
worship. It consists of five, six, five, four, two, three and two letters with the 
addition of aghora. (24) 

\-Jieniirai ~ ~ ~: qM~ 1 

J'l~Gf)CIOf1TIS~: RJ;sqp~~~ I 125 I I 

~Cli11tji;f)Pci"<lllfl: "fl" iSl§(Cll"1 ~I 

lflt:IT Pcif!fflo~ ~ i:g ~ JF.ilsq<l~Gh: I 126 I I 

According to Siddhayogisvari Tantra, this mantra is meant for assignment to the 
circle of deities and is supposed to be immune to attachment on account of its 
profundity. The mantra formed with the addition of hum phaf to hrib becomes 
addressed to the Aparii. (25-26) 

q<llll~ffifl~ClllfG:iGflCI: f!Qtjg~~T: I 

~ OOR:~mt mmr ~RT 1211 1 

fCl{C\qd'I ~ <tj'11~Ghfi~iTll I 
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The word salJ, with the addition of au to it becomes addressed to the Parii and 
has been characterised in the Trisiras Siistra by Lord Siva in various ways which 
though are different from one another and yet have been regarded as complex 
in their inner sense. (27-28a) 

~:~~muTrm~:112s1 

In this seed mantra, the sound s precedes h as well as follows it. Thus, yielding 
both the forms of it, s-ha and h-sa. (28b) 

~~:I 

~~~112911 
~~@1ilgm'11 1 1G:lP~'1Dia'( I 

~ca1tlcaa( ir:i Gl~il~~'flfiDia'( I I 3o 1 1 

Being necessarily interdependent these two sounds bear out two senses, namely, 
dependence of the life-force on the Self as well as dependence of the Self on the 
life-force. Here if the sound ha be regarded as dependent sa as also be associated 
with u treated as the Rudra of Time, the form of the seed mantra would be s-h­
su. Addition of au and visarga to it makes its form as s-h-sau-u. This mantra is 
regarded brightest on account of its integration of the six cakras together by way 
of involvement of their seed sounds respectively in its formation. (29-30) 

mui &osrfH~ g ~~1cffili8qr ~I 
~ Cll~c&lff;GCI '161$11'1~(Clqa: I I 31 I I 

If the letter h be seated on rand i as the symbol of the secret power to be added 
to it along with the visarga resulting thus in the formation of the seed word hri/J,, 
that word would bear profound wisdom. (31) 

~ ~ {Cl(i"1'$1Hft!4 ~ q-{I{_ I 

~ ~ ~ ~ (il~~Cbrga'( I I 32 I I 

~l'~G:q(i'1lCia ~ ~ q-{I{_ I 

g1'fql~ ~ g ~ fffCl~R~: I I 33 I I 
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If the sounds were to be associated with and h with the visarga added to the 
same resulting in s-halJ, or alternatively the sound s were to have been added to 
it the sound au and visarga, this would result in the formation of the sound saulJ, 
as symbolic of the wisdom of Bhairava. This is known as the essential mantra 
of the Supreme Force needing to be used by the wise in the sacrifice to the 
Supreme Goddess in her conjugal form. (32-33) 

~S~~g~:I 

T-OT jl-Od<I~ g ~:I I 3.\ I I 

l!ISl20!:U : ~ ~~~I : RIR9:e:lllCbl : I 

~ ~fci$1Hti'l'ld: I I 35 I I 

lltll2dll(j 00 ~ ~ qr ~ I I 

There are some other monosyllabic mantras which are most secret besides 
being rid of armours (kavac) and are to be used in sacrificial performances 
relating to the vira. They belong to the Kula sysem and are capable of granting 
accomplishment if used in keeping with the provision of the system particularly 
on account of being expository of the sutble science of spirituality. Such sacrifices 
may be performed by men and women both, 0 Goddess. (34-36a) 

~ ~Eftt<cFH ~S~J114:11+•11Pt g I I 36 I I 

~ ~ ~ ~ iH"cN5iW:H<sH1ga : I 

~: ~ fci~i 1 1~ti Wml37 I I 

WJTCJ~~ dvTI'il~Pi ~ ~ I 

~~ITT ~IHd"'il~ofl'id I I 38 I I 

The sound s used with the group of six long vowels along with the limbs of the 
body such as siim hrdayiiya nama/J,, Sim sirase SViihii, sum sikhiiyai VQ.$a{, saim 
kavaciiya hum, saum netratrayiiya vaU$a! and salJ, astrayiiya pha! as also with the 
sames as used with the short forms of the same vowels along with the anusviira 
such as sam, sim, sum, sem and som in combination with the names of the parts 
of the body along with Om getting thus formed the eleven syllablic mantra such 
as Om amrte tejomiilini sviihii would serve as the Brahma siras mantra, in view 
of the Miilinivijayottara Tantra. (35b-38) 
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~&~&Pt ~ ~ ~ 3"!01ci1Rqa1 Brsrr 1 

qftfO'r ~ fi:ll~~lCbl<"l_4Cb'{ I I 39 I I 

~~mm qlf ~f" ~f?!Rt ~ 1 

mfr ltDIE4: (Sf~n<fi:l<q 1 \J'flci 1J;C1" ~ I I 40 I I 

Thus is also formed another eleven-syllablic mantra with the use of Om at the 
head such as Om vajri!J,e vajradhariiya sviihii as also Om veda vedani hum pha{. 
It is known as the armour and has been highly praised. So is also the mantra 
known as netra which is formed with Om added to jum sa/:t. (39-40) 

~::tttai5'1Cbl~ffi'f ~ ~I 

"dR: ~~ q~ ~ ~ ~ ~ H"f CIOfc:f)'{ I I 41 I I 

This mantra has been known as netra on account of its luminous nature and is 
popular amongst the people. It is formed like Om jum sa/:t. Associated with it is 
another mantra such as Om slim kavaciiya hum pha{ which serves as the armour 
and is six syllabic. ( 41) 

~: ~: ~~'5~: I 
$~1&lltt1&€il lfdl $~fctw_ffe\J11qJI I 142 I I 

With the letters such as l, r, {, k$, v and y are also formed as many other seed­
mantras adding long vowel and anusviira to them. These mantras are used for 
gods like Indra, Vi~I)u and Brahma. ( 42) 

~ ~4Th:Jll111zj ~ q~'t~c;f)~ I 

1'11: ~ "ffm ~~ ~ ~ \11Kfll": I I 43 I I 

~ "c;f)ll~T: ~ ~~ a&l~Cbl: I 

'11'tr mlr a~ll41~ ~jtiH2s~ w~ I 144 I I 

·~ ~ lP-:frU1i 1'1%1<1R\J11dll: I 

land ii are the fourth and second vowels in the alphabet. Their short forms are 
i and a. Nama/:t, sviihii, vau$at, hum, va$at and pha{ are known as adverbs of the 
class of jiiti. They are used with names of six parts of the body, namely, heart, 
head, crest, armour (shoulders), eyes and arms. They are relevant to muttering 
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of mantras, offering of oblation, pervasion, removal, peace and in producing 
effect on someone adversely targeted. These are known as of the nature of 
salutation, etc. ( 43-45a) 

~~:w~l 14511 

lfl;;qUf1 ~ ~ ~: Cbl~Cbitio" I 
3i1eIIRT$iJ1 Clltllwfi'1 ~ ~ m: I 146 I I 

~: .s:1101~ji!H'1 :~ Cbl~H~eifgifl : I 

31iflcflqa~ ~~~I 147 I I 

Taking the second, sixth and seventh group of letters of the alphabet with 
anusvara added to it besides the joined one from amongst the vowels, e, together 
as also by leaving the initial and or the final besides placing inside them s and h, 
the collective group of sounds as brilliant as the fire of dissolution with addition 
of r to it as also when accompanied by anusvara at the end in the form of s-h­
ph-r-n besides kh, ph, r, e, m, and kh-ph-e-o, ph-e-o, ph-r-e-o go to form as many 
seed mantras. ( 46b-47) 

~\J1lj11a~:q1£i ecJif l~11011fifo: I 

,3H;r~:~~ci1f58a~114s11 

Combination of s-h-ph-r-e-n becomes worshippable for the entire alphabet 
as all of them are enforced by them and consequently yield the desired result 
whatever. ( 48) 

NOTE: 

Mantra thus formed is sphrem (~). 

~:~~~~~I 
d("'11~1 \114~~') !f ~i'!)~~jf1'11'( I 149 I I 

This combined sound of the alphabet is the ultimate for Bhairava as well for the 
mutterer. Therefore the latter needs to mutter it if he be an aspirant of the best 
result. ( 49) 
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R~IRh~•tl~~Tr f.h'll'1::f :qffl~a : I 

llf'il~ISll w ~~ c61Rfo11 150 I I 

The force of Rudra remains present in it since it represents the supernal Force 
from another viewpoint. ( 49) 

" 

~: RFJill~~ m:oo~~I 

0iS::11CICbllfill oqlG!H'lll: 1'1l'Cl~(~lfl'ld: I 151 I I 

Whatever siddhis have been promised in Tantra, they all are available through 
it by bringing variation in the pronunciation of the vowels in it in regard to 
lengthening and shortening and indicative of its limbs and mouth as has been 
indicated previously. (51) 

~ \JflciRsl~~ T:f ~ltj~q(~"1! I 

~~~:~~:115211 
~cflflff1~:q!;f)IOll'1futjJSllj&l($0d : I 

i3H"lll'"Sl±.ll(Oll~CI mfu: ("lll~Uf"4dl I I 53 I I 

Pronunciation of sounds of r, s, bh, 1, k$, v, y, u and au combined together, as it 
has been said to the Lord of the Circle of yoginis, may arouse the consciousness 
as has been stated already. (52-53) 

'1Qloqogffl g lfl"TT~Cf.fc: ~i:'lfQOqOfCh'( I 
11:11urti jCdd(I ~: Chl~Ch~ull I 154 I I 

-Yfls1iR: '1Qllll~ q(1~(a(if4a1 I 

~1i8&ChlSll~~ 0&Ch'1~('( I 155 I I 

~ Chl~(I~: ~ '11~.fl'id I 

~ld1Cld'1lll ~~~~I I 56 I I 

Q;ci 1'1i:'lfll'11@"04 ~~Dl&llH'11~ I 

~ ~jl±.11~fcl <:r ~i8i1 1 i\Jflfcla'( I 157 I I 
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MahacafJ.lf,e Yogdvari contains eight letters. With the adition of the term 
sadbhava to it, it becomes more secret. That sadbhava term is the Kalakar$if].i 
seed mantra kh-ph-r-e-n. In the great yoga of the Damara Tantra, this mantra 
has been regarded as higher than the higher (paratpara). Combination of s-k-r-k 
thus, into the half and one syllables characterised as k$urika (knife) has been 
regarded as the night of dissolution (kalaratri) in the Malinivijayottara Tantra. 
Pronunciation of it one hundred times creates headache. Having become 
convinced of this adverse effect of its utterance, the aspirant needs to take resort 
to meditation which is effective in controlling the incidence of death. As such, 0 
Lady, the aspirant should not pronounce it if he wishes for longevity. (54-57) 

NOTE: 

The mantra thus formed is: 

skrk 

fu~os14l ~~31!UT~8e11Ji om I 
Gfi~lloil ij~~:PIT~~ q~clias~ ~I I 58 I I 

afr'1Rc!RI ~mffi ~~TRR I 

~ ~ flllEl~I tfl\J1~d q{ I I 59 I I 

~f?&<=G:1 (YI Gfi~lff1'1 +> i:ISI ISO&it ga '( I 
~ffi~~lft~~l l60l 1 

~ ~ls:jJl1i g ~ ~ mr: I 
\J11'4:il~q<~;;f)l'f1 ~;;f)l'!±l~ g ~~~<:(I I 61 I I 

~ ~ g (1Wf.)qfo1cfi q-{1{ I 

R of dafJ,lf,a and the same of Agni when used in their dual capacity get formed 
into the seed mantra ram ram. J, k$ and h, combined together form another 
mantra h-k$-j. K-r combined from another mantra k-r-b, k$-r result in k$-r-b. 
These five mantras cover the five spaces. This has been stated by Lord Siva in 
the Tantrasadbhiiva. These mantras together are regarded as knife (k$urikii). It 
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is used for the sake of access to the Ultimate state of Being. Anusvara, o, s, r, k$, 
r, y, u, that is, o-s-r-k$-r-y-Ct is considered as a brilliant mantra of weapon which 
needs to be meditated on from the sole of the feet up to the top of the head. In 
course of this meditation the fingers should be kept contracted as indicative of 
instigation. Also should be drawn consciousness to the contraction of the cakras 
from knees up to the highest one, one after the other. This act is of secret nature 
and has the possibility of liberating the aspirant immediately. (58-62a) 

31t!fl~d ]f:ftJi~~I ~:s:l~Q~l~wfl I I 62 I I 

Brcr: ~ ~ .!"l~q1~Q1' 1 

e4~1fiq~~~l l6a11 

~ qfua4l&hi<:i ~ mfu f;i(&r1'1'l I 

Now I am going to talk of the Brahma-vidya which proves immediately 
convincing. It is Bhiitiraja as almost Siva Himself who has disclosed it to us 
by virtue of just pronouncement of which the soul attains the state of absolute 
blemishlessness. ( 62b-64a) 

irr ~sfq ~'iuf~~tlllfCi ¥f ~I I 6-i I 

.!"l1011Rd§~\J1i ~~Cll~i ml) Cllc06Rt I 

Ql'11Cf)Olf '161'1;16~q~fisfq ~'11~'1d: I I 65 I I 

~ qef1eij@'1~ tiiel~Q'( I 

4('1q~1filfft61111: e11a1&<i ~ ~61"f1'l I I 66 I 

q1~ijtlOIR ~~~~I 

311QTql~fft& ~ ~q'11&i: ~I I 67 I I 

j(T<hl~ \J11j11d • ~ ~ ~ I 

~ ~PUQ'1&i° ~(q~'11fci ejRttlO I I 68 I I 

Q)alq~Rf: ~):a~IQTql~ fAJlqC6'( I 

~ ~ ~ ~~ wsfu "1ilql@: I I 69 I I 

(~ffl'1C1f"Ae~1:1g~1~t?I ~ ej&hl'1 I 

idlQ'11QTql~ .!"llCR"i@i1:C61fW>: ~: I I 70 I I 

~e'161'1~'1Q: e11a1&<i ~~ 1 

Indological Truths



16 Sri Tantraloka 

11os~'1Ul~~IS2: ~ltth'1til?lgctil(Ol'1tild: I 171 I I 

~: ~ d:qald:ti I 

3illlfq1CfQfft~ mtf t><Afi@qd:fta'( 172 I I 

Having listened to the words of this Brahma-vidya, even knowledgeable persons 
who happen to have accomplished all their duties expected of them and yet are 
suffering from the pangs of leaving the body at the time of death and falling 
in swoon due to delusions get rid of the pain as well as delusion immediately. 
They become attentive to the speaker of these words immediately. The words 
amount to suggest as follows: "You have descended here from the highest state 
of being and are eternal." "Leave apart the idea of being divorced of the body. 
Feet, toe, etc. are terrible bonds on you as have been accorded to you, 0 Lord. 
From ankles to thighs and genitals upward up to the heart-lotus, etc. you get 
awakened." This is the second message communicated to him in the Arya Metre 
continuing "You are all-pervading pure consciousness conceived as Hayagriva 
0 Lord. You are Sadasiva, the Supreme Being Himself known as Jiva. The 
body is simply a complex of sun, moon and fire. It is formed out of the point. 
Having discarded it as such, rise above it." The words of the third Arya Metre 
numbering more a little over and above the prior ones are as follows: "You 
are the great and eternal mantra hamsa immune to both the auspicious and 
inauspicious, placed at the centre (of the universe as well as the body). You are 
the great bridge between the manifested form of Sakti (and the Transcendent 
Siva) bearing the magnanimous meaning of interlinking of the manifest and the 
unmanif est. You have got invested in you all the lotuses beginning from the 
muladhara and ending with the sahasrara. Get awakened, 0 Lord." This Arya 
consists of words numbering eleven and a half. (64b-72) 

~:~"Cfffi ~~~ ~S~ ~~:I 

3i$1Hl'fCi ~:~~I 173 I I 

~ tql~caf1t: ~:I 

~ dltlfllt4lll'fi i$Jd'l5¥€1(El~d '1lil&IP{ I 174 I 

mtZf ~ m m err ql'id:qq&'l I 

0ilUlfq1CfQfft~ W tql~g~~ffer: I 175 I I 

n-.m~CR q('11('1"{ ~TRf ~I 
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~~~~qr P!{5'J11 B~ ~~I 176 I I 

3illlfC11Cf.'i ~ flfft1T±lgd:~ffer: ~:I 

J:M5'i1'1~ftt~Cl qriJ' P!" :~TCIRf~mR I 177 I 

"Your exasperation amounting to disgust needs to be transformed into 
expectation. You are feeling confound due to ignorance. Getting awakened 
from it, rise up 0 Primeval Lord." This fifth half of the Arya consists of seven 
words. "Move from palate up to the point to sahvayanta (obviously via nada, 
niidiinta, fokti, vyapini and samana) to the great door somewhat like the fruit 
of udimbara (somewhat like a congregation of higher order of beings). Having 
attained that state move upward delightfully to the state of Vamadeva (the force 
known as Varna and presided over by Sadasiva)." This is the statement of the 
seventh Arya comprising fourteen wordsA "0 Lord of the complexes (granthi), 
of the body, move quickly and attain the taintless status of Siva." (73-77) 

NOTE: 

Udimbara or udambara - Cluster fig tree, Goolar or Gular, atti (in Kannadq 
language ),MediPandu (in Telugu);Malaiyinmunivan (in Tamil and Malayalam), 
Oudumbar (in Marathi), Dumur (in Bengali) and its binomial name is Ficus 
racemosa. 

In the Atharvaveda, XIX. 31, this fig tree is given prominence for acquiring 
prosperity and vanquishing foes. 

·~ ~ JOllOllq1;fi f1'11d<"4 I 

~ ~ '11U£IOI ~ ~IH1H1'( I 178 I I 

3illlfC11Cfllftt~ J:ilffi'1t<A ~:~:I 

~ ~ ~ fcrmTr ~ R ~rcrrsfu Cll~~Cl~'( I 179 I I 

3'i'will:4'111f!'11a'1~R4os ~ ~ ~~T 1 

~Cl•H1@•11~HIU1fC11Cf.'i J'lctlffi"a'( I I 80 I I 

"Having entered into the middle path by combining the pra!J.a and apiina and 
having discarded the discrimination between virtue and vice, 0 Naraya1.ia, move 
to the end of the state of perfect peace (siinta)." This is the statement of the 
eighth Arya comprising nine words. "O Brahman, 0 Vi~IJU, 0 Rudra, you are 
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Siva, you are Vasudeva, depart from this body as a mere fabrication of clay of 
the nature of fire and Soma continuing to remain so since long and reach the 
state of boundless space." This is ninth Arya comprising words as many as the 
number of states of being (bhuvana). (78-80) 

~ 8tfqosftiRI ~~~~I 

~ g f.1-:~qlflj~iln<CblR~ I I st I I 

'~jt<i'ff:Pi'f~'flq<Oi ~~~I 

In the text named Nil)svasa and Mukufottaraka, etc. there has been used the 
group of three terms such as sanatma, tripil}t/,a, mahako$a, etc. for the sake of 
the Self which is of the size of a thumb, besides being taintless and yet is serving 
as an envelop and hence is instigated to leave it being itself extremely subtle. 
(81- 82a) 

3il&1fq1~fti~ ~: ~~lifj=oqft I I 82 I I 

JWf ~ ~ ~ ->4\j~ilffi I 
Sf>~@ :q~Rtitli4;ils~Cb!F1'j'11 ~: I 1 sa I I 

·3NCJMCJ Pl~Ra q<'fl~&•N1 ~I 

Q)dcilfl&~~ ('lll&lliJql~jf1'1'{ I I 84 I 

This statement in the form of the Arya metre comprising six words is the 
tenth. Here the Self of the person on the verge of departure from the body is 
characterised in a twofold manner as capable as well as subtle in the M ukufotara 
Siistra. It amounts to suggest to the departing person as follows: "You are the 
PurU$a (Self) bound by the bondage of the Prakrti by means of the thread of 
egoism. You are non-becoming as well as becoming, ever-awakened and the 
Supreme Lord. Draw yourself away from the path of attachment." These 
thirteen words of the Arya are surely the best. (82b-84) 

~t~~!?ln<itPclW~'fl~ ~ ~QH1'{ I 

,~~~t~q-{'{l lss11 

"Following departure from the body, immediately you will reach the body of the 
mantra hrim hum." This half of the Arya comprising six words needs to be taken 
as the twelfth and the paramount. (85) 
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~ ~ ~ ~ ~1~cbl~Tc6 ~I 

~~~~~:~~Tl{l 18611 

"Leave this body comprise as it does three guJJas, five elements and six sheaths." 
This needs to be treated as the thirteenth half of the Arya comprising seven 
words. (86) 

lfT ~ ~ WJli!di W~cIB '1~14~'{ I 

~ ~: ~1dt:Qj&~l'{ I I 87 I I 

"Do not consider this physical body as everlasting. Instead of it, take resort to 
the magnanimous body (in Siva)." This is the fourteenth statement in the form 
of seven words of half a Arya metre. (87) 

'10sef1'1'1efl'1'fi ~ ~ Tim ~I 

~:~:~~T~l 18811 

"Having departed from this body whose status depends on the triplicity of 
various kinds go to the circle boundless, taintless and infinite." This statement 
of half a Arya metre comprising eight words should be taken as the fifteenth. 
(88) 

~Cf)eflq ff'IE"i~Ell flll(q:stj&~Tfli: ~: I 

~: ~ Pftl:f)efll 4Rc6l~a I I 89 I I 

This brahma-vidya as presented in the form of these fifteen obvious statements 
is enclosed within the circle of kala. Beside it, there is another brahma-vidya 
which is only five-lettered and is rid of the limitations of kala and is read at the 
beginning and end of all other sentences. (89) 

J:1Rtci1Cf'li lllllEl~lflPta1 4R40:lld 1 

mU 1fflll ~&Ch~
2

I 'll~al~ '1Clli'.'1Cf): I I 90 I I 

~ ~ ~: W'fficiql~j~l{d: I 

Rt;gs:110111JOa'JHri 'lt'(ISIGOfCHIP:!a'{ I I 91 I I 
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~ ~ICkg'CqlH~&IJt11M~ q~: I 

~: 1ff 1'1tst&1'1sftr Pcr~ I 192 I I 

Om (tiira), hrim (miiyii), hum (catiqkalal:z), phrem (miitrtiiral:z), hsvum 
(naviitmaka) are the five syllables of this five-syllabic mantra as symbolic of 
point ( bindu ), life-force, ambrosia, water and air with addition of the sixth vowel 
ii with the utterance of which the sacrificial animal is dedicated to the deity. 
If an aspirant of Siva-hood having undergone all the ceremonies of initiation 
happens to commit the crime of killing even a Brahmal)a, he, too, gets morally 
purged of his crime through the utterance of this five syllabic mantra addressed 
to Sakti. (90-92) 

NOTE: 

The mantra thus formed would be Om hrim hum phrem hrak$mlvyum 

~tf°t~~ I 

~ wrr?%: wi~6Qllc:t51fNn 1 

OT{: ~~: ftium- "'ifu~~ iig<ofc:t5'{ I I 93 I I 

wfcbofltt1llR ll1f ~ ~ ~I 
~~l~l©4~1~: I 194 I I 

Just as the simple device of demonstration of the weightlessness of the person 
concerned serves as the convincing proof of his innocence in a trial of dispute for 
his having committed a certain crime or not, even so, proves effectively decisive 
the utterance of the stobhana siikini mantra - Om smryum namab which is four 
lettered, utmost secret and forceful in which s stands for the genital, m for the 
buttock, r for fire and y for the left shoulder. (93-94) 

NOTE: 

~ ~lJi 1'1f: I 

3Hi.C611~1~Clet,;4ii~{Sf O~~~ iifasa'{ I 
~ ~(Cll&i g ~cfoQHc:t51(c:t5'{ I I 95 I I 

·~ ~HCIHMa1ltia1: I 
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Cf~l'tllllf.fi ~~: ~11qa'1 ~I I 96 I I 

f4(1\Jf~n1: ~~qq;:qm RB~llf.fi m: 1 

m<ffif~~~~~:119111 

Then is another all-dissolution mantra presided over by Lord Bhairava which 
is formed with the combination of h-k$-jh-u-o-au-m representing consonants, 
nasals, etc. known as the Bhairava-hrdaya. As a result of utterance of this mantra, 
the Sakinis on account of the heat of their abode inside the circle of fire caused 
by Bhairava get controlled. As they are devilish, they need to be dispersed in the 
very beginning lest they may cause damage. The mantra for their dispersal is as 
follows: h-r-i-m k-1-i-m v-1-e-m k-1-e-m as adorned with twelve vowels. (95-97) 

NOTE: 

Bhairava-hrdaya mantra: 

Sakinis dispersal mantra: 

~lfqef11q~ 1l1l ~~~I 

~~Cf)'t~~~~:l 19811 

This hrdaya mantra proves effective if it were to be muttered alternatively with 
each twice or with all of them for the same best of results. (98) 

NOTE: 

Alternative muttering of the above mantras (referred in verses 95-97) 

h-r-i-m k-1-a-m-v-l-a-m k-1-a-m h-r-i-m k-1-a-m v-1-a-m k-1-a-m h-r-i-m 

Collective muttering: 
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j~lft~Cb41PI: ~~mR I 

ir~:~~"ij"ff(:IT~ffi:~119911 

I am presenting here the Tulii-melaka-yoga as available in the text 
Sritantrasadbhiiva and taught to me by honourable Sambhuniitha. (99) 

~ PclnPcl811Hi ~q"'1Hi ~ ~: I 
~~ICbl~IR~~o1 ;:i-~I I 100 I I 

~CbdOQI ~ ~ -WlfH'1~P1iflRa1 I 

~ ~w•Nli1Ml~qJ1Ra1 I 1101 I I 

Besides this, I am recounting here the method of initiation to Siva-hood as 
per the statement of it in the Santati Agama meant for such disciples who are 
devoted to the teacher but are scarce of wealth and due to adversity of time and 
space, etc. are incapable of effort. Haiakesvara, Isana and Patalesvaradeva also 
have mentioned it in their texts. (100-101) 

~~ 3Wf cq 11cii:tafciali ~ ~ ·3W.it 1 

~ '1:ri§o<il ~ ~ ~ ~ I 1102 I I 

The words Sriniitha, Arya and Bhagavan should be assigned to both the kanda 
and the muliidhiira cakra while Varu~a. M acchanda and Bhagadatta to the heart. 
(102) 

~'1fRct 1fo$11~~: ~~PTT:~: I 

m~~~~~qrc::~~:111oa11 

~ Pctemlqjffi ~~ iR'rs~ I 

C§~?m+~'.Cll ~ qyfq i:f>ct~ql I 110-i I I 

The four words Dharma, Jiiiina, Viriiga and Aifrarya should be assigned to the 
throat with the sense of worship. Before assigning them to the said spot in the 
body the words h-r-i-m, s-r-i-m should be uttered in vocative at the end of the 
quarter of the mantra. On the head contemplation on the three vidyiis, namely, 
the higher, lower and the higher-lower needs to be contemplated on attentively 
along with offering of flowers and wine or even by sheer-feelings. (103-104) 
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~ aftj~&I fcffirr BTGil ~ ~'fl~~a~&q: 1 

~6h&H~g<I 00 mi q(lqf:lq5=rn1 I 1105 I I 

Being initiated like this by the teacher conversant with the Reality as well as of 
the fact that the disciple is an exclusive aspirant of liberation, his initiation is 
known as Paro-upani$ad. (105) 

~ Q)afu~I~~ ~ ¢f I 
tUtufoiR f*rcr ~ ~ qf mlf ~ I 1100 I 

Having received this kind of initiation, the disciple, keeping in his heart the 
awareness of the three vidyiis at the time of leaving the body attains the state 
of the highest abode even without performance of any external worship, etc. 
(106) 

W1JCfr lfTm ~14o~q'f1Ra: ~I 

q&q5il6hfll ~'1SffiflllfY'1&f4mo<l I 1101 I I 

~ ~ ~l~E'ifClt>fqTOI I 

(1'f ©iS1'4:.T~~ ~ ~ f:l~'fif:l I 1108 

~~~~fill 

In the beginning should be uttered the words Om hr-i-m h-u-m followed by 
utterance of all the five terms in the vocative and sviihii at the end. The five terms 
referred to above are siddha-siidhani, fobdabrahmasvarupiQi, bandhanikrntani, 
bodhani and Sivasadbhiivajanani. (107-109a) 

NOTE: 

The mantra thus formed would be: 

Om hrim hum siddhasiidhini fobda-brahma-svarupitJi, Om hrim hum samasta­
bandhanikrttani Om hrim hum bodhani Om hrim hum Sivasadbhiivajanani 
sviihii 
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~ tr t ~ ~ tr t ~~-~-~(C\feif01, ~ tr t eitttfq~f:ti{df:t ~ tr t ~ 
~tft~~~I 

This vidyii is known as para-brahma-vidyii and it bestows liberation. 

q'5i!llSC(~3(q1SCIOT~~o1 q&q'5i!Cb'{ I I 109 I I 

~q'5i1101f q01t11fci?lli itToo Byqr I 

This group of five terms comprises thirty-three syllables by way of five in the 
first, eight in the second, nine in the third, three in the fourth and eight in the 
last. With the addition of Om and h-r-i-m as also h-u-m uttered five times the 
total number of syllables becomes fifty. Having reached this end, it becomes 
Parabrahmavidyii which is auspicious as well as liberatory. (109b-110a) 

':Jtffei8 trFRT~"'t:f ~~~:I 1110 I I 

'3IBl° qof54qflll~ ~:~ i.lglS!i!q'{ I 

crTfu"~cl'r 3(qf1~13cti. ~sof54q1&a: I 11111 I 

'1 QIQ I ~Cb~I ~I Elifl ~q fl 64 ofo C{f Cb'{ I 

,311itf.:=la ~ ~ q1q1"f1Cb1Rf01 I 1112 I I 

~ qr:r~1~1Rfciif!Qf:tq~ mr: I 
qytj Q1" ~ ~~nuf ~~T'{ I I 113 I I 

q'5il~Ofi q-e:uf ~~lfffiq~~ I 

ffif ~ qf1fufl 1lffi!M c:blR\a'{ I 1114 I I 

\1&'1iih\1Cbl1:01 ~: ~ I 

~ fcrilti ~ cblR\a1 I 1115 I I 

By the combination of a-i-m-o along withy, r, I, v and then a, !J.,ph, e, Ii the mantra 
formed becomes a!J.aphen following which needs to be used mahiihii{akefrari in 
the vocative case followed by the verb of excusion k$amasva which is tri-syllabic 
and is considered to be the remover of sin. Following this should be uttered 
'piipam hana hana dhuna dhuna'. This makes the mantra ten-syllable. After this 
needs to be uttered the mantra rudrafoktiva$at which consists of six syllables. 
This is to be followed by the utterance of the monosyllabic word sat which is 
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named as visarga brahma. As bereft of vowel a at its end, this word reads along 
with other syllables of other mantras mentioned here comes to consist of forty­
nine syllables and is known as the vidyii of initiation. (llOb-115) 

NOTE: 

This second vidyii is known as dik$ii vidyii. The mantra thus formed is as 
follows: 

aimo yaralava a!Japhem mahiihiifakefrari k$amasva piipiinta-kiirifJ,i papa­
vimohini piipam hana hana dhuna dhuna rudrafokti-vasiit 

·~ !RW.r ~ i:rnm1c:cf>~qft ~ q1qH1ct>1Rfd1 q1q~ifl~Pi qytj ~ ~ ~ 

R~mWQ. I 

'illllof~ q1: ~ ~gfcl~ q~:::tlP( I 

3it<:1of'1~ q~1oi ~I I 116 I I 

3il~H"Hl~q{'11~HC\Y "'f.I" q~:::tll'l I 

Q)Cf>l{l'fl ~ -e:~nur qf{ctlRfa'( I 1117 I I 

R~lffitfu ~~'~~~~as~ ii" 1 

qytj ~~~~~1:41 ID-e:~rruIT ~gG4~ I 1118 I I 

~ ~~ ~ ~ RIPG:3e1crn1 I 

"ffitfqof~gi:q; aR~t41 eitii1q~1 I 1119 I 

mrr ~~I Hf@:ll m tITTif~crft I 

H-r-i-m pare brahme-catur-vidye these three words consisting of eight letter 
yogadhiirifJ,i consisting of five letters iitmiintariitmaparamiitme these three words 
consisting of ten letters ending in e and vocative case, Rudrafokti rudradayite me 
piipam daha daha saumye sadiisive hum pha! sviihii this mantra comprising fifty 
syllables is known as piiramdvari vidyii. (116-120a) 

NOTE: 

Piiramefrari vidyii is the third vidyii by muttering and meditation on which an 
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aspirant immediately becomes one with Siva. The mantra thus formed is as 
follows: 

Hrim pare brahme-catur-vidye yogadharil;i atme antaratme paramatme 
rudrafokti-rudradayite me papam daha daha saumye sadasive hum pha! svaha 

tt qt ~ iJgrctil ~ ,~ ;jh'Hr~ ~ ~~'Rh*'~~l"ila ~ tJT-ci ~ ~ 

~fcr °t l:g_ ~ I 

Q)dfuElr::4£i ~ 4'!{Ci4lk( I 1120 I I 

~=~~eytl 

These three vidyas (namely, dik$a, mok$ada and parame5vari) were taught to me 
by honourable teacher Bhiitiraja who indeed was Siva Himself having assumed 
the human body. (120b-121a) 

,~cW:f pcilcffl e4::4rjffi~f:' : I 11211 I 

3itl~\JtlOICf ~IH1f:'&mlEljel<d: I 

~ aR:hiJ'11C1Qfu"1 ~ "'1" P!{Cifqd'l I 1122 I I 

PIGbMI ~'1f:'tth~ ~ Vl1g 00 I 
~ 'i~~EllR("Cl{CiqjqqfOJa'( I 1123 I I 

As regards the effect of these mantras, it has already been made out leaving 
nothing unspoken about. Repetition is useless nor is it to my liking. Thus have 
been elucidated the mantra-vidya and things associated with it. (12lb-123) 
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i3W~:~I 

~ ~~T ~ ~;pt1fCfM1~~'1'{ I It I I 

~ JJUU'll~dltilt4~Cb~~j'1: I 

mrrs~:~~l 1211 

Now is being laid down the process of formation of the circles in brief. For this 
first of all what is required to be done is to determine the direction, beginning 
with the east followed by marking it with a thread stretched properly from both 
the ends. Having divided the point of division into two equal parts the line 
should be marked at the point of division. So also needs to be done on the line 
drawn from east to west. (1-2) 

3i~Cb~'tW=H11 ~ ~ li'1S~'1Cf5'{ I 

~~~11311 

Taking right-angle turns from both the ends at equal distances from both the 
ends the rest of the two lines should be drawn to meet at the fourth right angle 
so that there may be formed in the middle the meeting point of a pair of fishes. 
(3) 
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~ q1a~~~· ~orhnffl~~ 1 

~CU .JAlcr•Hlctgefll~~ofltH&f&rit I 14 I I 

,3'1S:C6~&q{l&S:C61({ '!CIT&fel "ct"~ ~ I 

~ fa.lq~~'illld ~I 15 I I 

~~:I 
~ R1&~'1~ ~: ~1o:iRtc610111: I 16 I I 

~ ~: ~~1o~Jlcj ~l~gHICb'( I 

The thread should be stretched again north-south as well as east-west from the 
middle points of the lines concerned to determine the centre of the square. Thus 
would get formed mouths of the fish on all the corners of the square. (4-7a) 

~mcffi~IBRi~~:l 1711 

Tft~lct~ '1os~l'1i ~IB ~ ~ I 

Thus a hundred of circles may be created out of only the centre of which would 
become the central seat (pi{ha) according to the Siddha Tantra. (7b-8a) 

~~'1os~l'1i~~l l8 11 

~~~~~~~~~I 
M~~~~~{1'f1~: 11911 

~~~:~ful{I 

From amongst all those circles three ones would be main, namely, madhyasula, 
tritrisuta and the navasula. As regards the formation of the edge points (Sula), 
let us speak of the root of it as per the system of its formation. (8b-10a) 

~ ~g;t(fi ~ ~cl~'H+QJil:{ I 110 I I 

~:~~ffef:~~~I 

Out of the total area of the square of four hands, one-third should be left out all 
around while the rest should be divided into sixteen. (lOb-1 la) 
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ffi!EJi{;il&ll«ll~ ~~~I 1111 I 

t12~1qfu mfr ~ ~d {;il'HRa: I 

aafu•pjr~]l~ W ~ij d~+'fl~ I 112 I I 

~~95;;ti-:1 
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The point where the two measuring threads stretched from the middle point 
of the length and breadth would cross each other would obviously be the seat 
of the Brahman. Having determined that mid-point, another thread should be 
stretched out in a curved way from the beginning between the two so as to divide 
the entire area into two equal parts like a lunar orb. (llb-13a) 

a?)iJ1 ~ ffi!EJi{;ill"Qdl~ ~~I I 13 I I 

chlt<l4'>1ifstri ~ 9)1'1'1'f11i:si ~I 

ffi!EJi{;il l~ftffill~'{ IB ~ ft~~ I 114 I I 

Due to touch of the thread on the middlemost point the bracketed part of the 
area would be divided into two inward facing parts of the circle on the point of 
the second hand of the total area. (13b-14) 

~ ~959)11~ ~~:I 
ffi!EJi{;illlldl~ ~~I 115 I I 

~ W '{ofo~mefl~d'l I 
'.H'1~5"ji:si - I I 16 I I 

Having thus created the couple of full-moons, the wise teacher should take a 
turn from the sixth part of the thread towards the third one making it pass along 
the half of the bracketed one and again taking a turn towards the half-moon and 
the fire. (15-16) 

~ ~ {SlOg~: ~tj'il'ad: I 

mmcrnm~~~~l 11711 

~ ~ ~ J'l\J11lla I 

f&ffill~"1fCI mm:~~ fclfu: ~:I I 18 I I 
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~S~~~~I 
~~~~~11191 

Having left out both the curved areas of the half-moons from the backside 
forming an angle there should be formed a couple of turns. As a result of these 
turns a sharp curvature of a peak is formed. So also happens in the case of the 
other half of the area. Similar is the mode of formation of the middle one of the 
peaks, too, in regard to the fourth half of the area giving rise to the formation of 
the couple of half-moons making them face each other inwardly. (17-19) 

~ 'i'1f1ttch JAPC!Rla JAl"'illlElill I 

'3i«l!21'<:U1~ q<;,9:1(~ JAIJ"11lld I 120 I I 

Thus is made available one full moon united with each other getting connected 
mutually by means of intermixing spokes. (20) 

~ ~ffillql~~s~ ;isio%1&l1Cld'1k( I 

~11fdsGf>1~~~112111 

wf"qr~~if;r~~I 

qr~~ q~'fW~ft'IEJiid ~d"'lllGf>i( I 122 I 

The same process would result in the formation of two half-moons on the second 
side also. The knot created between the two intermediate figures created would 
emerge towards the front. On the base of the two parts would get stretched the 
second brahma thread. (21-22) 

~ fiJm~J111i11ifonQ~~11 1 

~~ill'j@ ~ ~~~ ~EJii~cf> I 123 I I 

~ Clvtf4~1 wf: '!~dl fcffe.T: I 

The teacher entrusted with the task of formation of this part of the circle needs 
to be competent in it as also quite attentive while accomplishing it. Excepting 
for the formation of the middle one of the peaks mode of formation of the rest 
has already been spoken of. (23-24a) 
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d"ffi ll:$'jci l]Os:q~911 tj 3uRa'( I 124 I I 

d"ffi ~ ~ 11fasC6H'1 :~("j 1 1a1 I 

&~11Wl{:::tl'Rri ~~1 1&£i ~I 125 I I 
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As has already been stated in regard to the two half-moons facing each other, 
the same ones need to be knit together properly as via interconnection between 
them by means of the protruding ends of the threads would get formed the 
intermediate couple of peaks. (24b-25) 

~ ~ 'tft:qgt<:ll'( I 

mr~~ ~~ITT IDC{~ITT fgm~ mr_ I I 26 I I 

(Following the formation of the trident) the lower part of it would get enlarged 
and the lotus would become a squared comprising of twelve and sixteen petals 
on account of its division into two. (26) 

~~~~~err~"q"errl 

~ err~ ~ qr Rtii~m~~~ 'q" err I I 27 I I 

In the middle of the formation would be the seat of the goddess Kuldvari which 
would remain either blank or would be filled with points. The order of the 
figures would be first the lotus, then the hexagonal figure and then the twelve­
sided blank. (27) 

~@"s;r~ ~eflt<:'ll~o111tlffi: I 

q~'1111'1~ ~ Clfriaj err ~ ~I I 28 I I 

~err~~~: I 

In this seven-sided trident due to getting mixed up in the middle may get formed 
lotuses, circles and blank spots numbering as many as seven due to intermixing 
together or even separately. (28-29a) 

mr:~~~~l 12911 

M~: ~ 'qJTf: ISls(l'leflfll(Cfi: I 

~=~=~~~:113011 
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Then to the other half of the area some more space may be added. That additional 
area would be used for the formation of the stalk with six knots, sharp-edged, 
dark red so as to result in immediate arousal of the sense of oneness with it. 
(29b-30) 

irr m ~os~ofl ~ a{111@1 '1?lfifufl I 

m qs~ Cb"GIM ~ fSl&,~ClalR'iC61 I I 31 I I 

~~~ ~@'1orr ~~~ ~: 1 

d'ffi ~ C61llffUI ~~Cld'1lll ~I I 32 I I 

iro-'3f ll1<:1(C';q1f01 ~ CIT if1'11~<:1: I 

fq!SC~'l'1~ ~llfe:iR CIT ~qn~a: I I 33 I I 

The goddess Kw:itf,alini which is like a mighty wave lies in the kanda in a 
hexagonal form embodying in it six deities. Therefore, doors should be formed 
in an area eight finger-ends long and four finger-ends wide and variegated in 
colour like a rectangle or square. Then the edge of it should be formed positively 
or inversely. (31-32) 

NOTE: 

Six deities are Hiihiiriivii, Mahiiriivii, Ghoriighosii, Bhayankari, Phenkiirit:ii and 
M ahiijviilii. 

~ tj~911 tj CIT ~ ~llf~gGCll'( I 

p~:~s.:qr~~:l 13411 

~smsWT: T1f: ~~ ~m 1 

tj~~~~~Tm~~l 13511 

3i0{1&fl%!]l:Sl~'1 m S'1fl~m lJill I 

Or the half-moons facing each other should be divided into four clearly oblique 
in the middle facing downward and close to each other, odd ones facing upward 
while the even ones facing the knot. This division of the moon into twelve parts 
is considered as remover of the doubts. The division again is considered to be of 
two kinds inward and outward. (34-36a) 
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~~1"'10sef!Hi f<'ll~~S:&fl il~i4ttH: I I 36 I I 

qra-~m-~-Cf)UO-Cf)Uf-ct>cfiefla: 1 

~mfrq~~ jOl~"'5l li4Cf>ijqa : I I 37 I I 

~fu1Cf>~l41ElG".!al41 ~: I 

~ 'fOseftHl'f1"f!al I I 38 I I 
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In view of this division of the circles, the former may become innumerable 
particularly in view of the seat, lanes, area outside it, throat, ears, cheeks, 
decoration, sub-decorations, gu1J,as, lines, svastikas beginning from two to eight 
kinds, alternatives of being and non-being. (36b-38) 

d'"ffi ~ ~ "l4"m~Tr41j~l{a: I 
~ ~ :q- ;r:siQCf)I :q- Rkl1t1'f I I I 39 I I 

'3t1'flf.!i (Jti«!~ ~Cldl3ll4~;Pla: I 

W i.IT<;:~'f:l"l&ll ~ ~ WW I I 40 I I 

ijlqU m w q;wfr ~ i.los~1fi'1ofl 1 

Colours should be applied to the figures as per the system of beautification. 
The colours recommended for this purpose are whitish-red (sindura ), deep red, 
blackish red (kha{ikii), black and shining white. These colours shining like the 
moon, Pariiparii by the red while the Aparii by the terrific black on account of 
her association with the terrific Yogini. (39-41a) 

~t<_~a"'iosefi ~: 00 ~ ~ I I 41 I I 

~s~~~l!Tef4:1 

The entire scenario of the circle needs to be prepared in such an impressive 
way that all the goddesses may begin dancing by all means and without having 
used it for any kind of worship any novice may get initiated (to Saivism) by the 
motherly goddess by just having a look at it. ( 41b-42a) 

Rhci1RtiSlsofl'tfi1 ~{efll{~CdCf>I: I 142 I I 

~{efll4Pll ~ ~ ~~fllo~4 mtf~~ I 
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Needless to talk of the kinds of circles any more, the sacrifices related to it rise 
to six thousand and two hundred and fifty on account of the varieties created by 
the sevenfold arrangement of the three tridents. ( 42b-43a) 

m m ~ qn ~Tfu1: >!IOICllQI ~ I 14'3 I I 

Pcf~CfRT: ~os~11C61 u m ~ cffifuT I 
fffcllPt fffCl4a:i~-:q Pcf~Cl'f~"5'1Rl~d'( I I ii I I 

In this circle lies represented the Supreme Goddess as the Force which serves as 
the impulse for breathing as the entire creation taking Her seat actually here in 
a circular pose along with the factors of the Reality and their presiding deities. 
(43b-44) 

~ d'j'fl~OI ffil:J: ~~:~:I 
3tRH;i'1 i1"91~1 ~:I 14'5 I I 

~ ~C6C61'f~ ~~:I 
df'f 141 'fQlqpj ~: I 14'6 I I 

'l\11~~C61'1l qy ~sfq qy ~:I 

~ ~~l'1'fl~OI ~d~dl~j~C61: I 14'7 I I 

q~1q;ft ~~T ~~T: ~rcr: ~I 

11-G~1Rtl51~1Pci@sclla"ios~'l\11'1kl I I is I I 

~ 'flfl~<cf>'1 i?IC6$llof WT~~ I 

q~llZI ~ifN14ti fC!qttCI ~"ff: I 14'9 I I 

~ ~ f°eR9:C61ifls~ f°e<aqf<'l I 

Herefrom upward are extended three spokes as thin as threads serving as seats of 
willing, knowing and doing recommendatory of enjoyment as well as liberation. 
Out of these spokes, the middle one is meant especially for those who are 
aspirants of only liberation. Therefore, this great sacrifice should be performed 
with due decorum and sense of worship by wise aspirants of both enjoyment and 
liberation. Having had just a look at it evil agencies such as spirits of the dead, 
vetalas and guhayakas run away in different directions and prove delightful to 
Siva. Through the worship of this circle even a medium category of aspirant 
becomes well-versed in the understanding of the Trika philosophy well within 
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six months, if he be regular in his effort. Equipped with his understanding he 
comes up to the state of exercising his discrimination in selecting what doctrine 
is to be accepted and what to be left out and following the time of his death he 
becomes a Bhairava or a Siddha if he be an aspirant of it. ( 45-50a) 

'tO~lefl("lll("ll <if ~ ~Cldl"illfl~CI ~ I I 50 I I 

~ ~ ~li1HIRI ~ j~f€:4Cf>~mH I 

~ q1~<::rfi ~ ~ ~1Clftlft~'11 I 151 I I 

~~~~~I 
~ g ~ (;(ID ~ qf<'{<Cf>'l I I 52 I I 

He who understands the extent of pervasiveness of this circle and the range 
of deities assigned to it as well as the system of its formation and worship, he 
becomes a teacher of it as worthy as the dust of his feet gets so sanctified as to be 
touched by the forehead. In such a circle, creation, sustenance and dissolution 
all three states of the world may be worshipped including even the fourth state 
of it at the middle point of it as complementary of all. (50b-52) 

~ qr jl(1&os !Wf ft'tltR~ I 
'ff3f"" ('Kl 'i-ii~ffiQO!c:fi ~ ~'tilgteq'{ I I 53 I I 

(In view of the availability of the fourth state of consciousness through the 
worship of the circle) a fourth crest in the trident may be conceived in the·form 
of a secret extension needing to be worshipped at the top of all on occasions 
relevant to it. (53) 

~~~qtl 
~ ~ ~ .i!!flfu~lfl'~~qftlffi I 154 I I 

This has been stated in some secret, Sastras as such $adardhahrdaya and $atka 
besides the Siddhayogifrari Tantra also. (54) 

'3Uffi: i::4~~11 g ~ ftcfCf>l't&'l I 

~~l~fl'1Vta ~I 155 I I 

IDT IDT ~@'dl(Yj Clvt~i:Cll g ~~I 
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Mal')tf.,ala should be drawn at the front of houses along with the trident, lotus, 
circle, etc. as it fulfils all aspirations. It should be drawn from door to door except 
for the back side of them. On corners also it may be drawn in the form of the 
trident and the divine tree known as kalpa-vrk$a. (55-56) 

~~~g&c6~1 
~~ ~~ J'!Cf)ddlif ISC:l:.TT ~ ~ qr I I 57 I I 

q;q e~a ~ ~:qno1i si ~I 
~HH"l~sfq ~ -Yi}fu;;g:1a~~JRH I 158 I I 

q;v:f ~ ~ ~l~~t1 11f01 aif.f g I 
~~ ~ ~ Cf)'frllS:cb :q ~I 159 I I 

The figures of the moon, lotus and trident all these three objects need to be 
drawn as a group in eight or three ways together. This would be indicative of 
the heavenly nature of the abode. This has been mentioned elsewhere in the 
Siddhatantra also. In the middle should be drawn the figure of a lotus while on 
the sides of it should be drawn those of the spear and the peak. The spear needs 
to be circular while the lotus would be complementary to it. (57-59) 

~ ~l~ lo:J1~'<:! If! : ~ 00,r{riffi I 

fu;;g:1a~ f?tCf)~efl ~CllllllifW11Mlll: I I 60 I I 

<:r~: "f!R~rra-:q a~ft~ICljtull'I: I 

"dm ~~c:f€r m l1El'1)'ffi~ifl~'la: I I 61 I I 

Drawing of the spear and the lotus together has been mentioned in the 
Malinivijayottara Tantra, Trisiro Bhairava Sastra, Siddha Tantra, Trika 
Sastra, Kulasiistra, Devyiiyiimala Tantra, Yiimalamala Tantra, Siirasiistra, 
Tantrasadbhavasastra and Guhyarahasasiistra, etc. almost in the similar way, 
even then, however, I am mentioning these texts for the sake of clarification of 
the details. ( 60-61) 

~~~p~1 
~ ftcfdttQ~I '{cIT~JlllRl~ula"( I 162 I I 
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::(~s::J~: cbllSO~~l'lYf~·p:fi:fi ~:I 

mfil~qf<~~~116a11 
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Taking three hands' area from the square of four hands, also after deducting 
from the same half a hand's area all around from the east, north and south, 
three finger-ends squares should be drawn so as to create thirty-two squares. By 
drawing another set of sixteen dividing lines from another side, number of the 
squares would rise to five hundred and twelve. Having left out two squares from 
either sides, the spear gets formed. 

~= qr~cft(FAfct1~g~ '!4a~m 1 

~ g (SIOstj~&ti ~I I 64 I I 

a~H'fi~ffi~ g ~~cfm: I 
v:ifcr (51Ug19/I~ ~:I I 65 I I 

From either centre of the brahma-sutra and the jiva (jiva-sutra); out of the 
remaining twelve squares get formed a pair of half-moons. Between these moons 
a third one needs to be formed on the south and north sides in the name of the 
jiva by taking an inward turn. ( 64-65) 

dtfl{q(Jiq~ (51Ug1&qcbl~1 1'{ I 
€4~ci wi ~ (SIOstj~&ti ~I I 66 I I 

a&eyq~fdl ~~I 
mfr ~ ~: l:IT~Cll!l&lfl : I I 67 I I 

~t@~~~~T~N~:I 
~ ffil~{:;w1zj 1 1a'{ I I 68 I I 

~ w~ma lJUl~1 rnRlc:s:~ 1 

From another centre of the pair of half moons a turn should be taken outward 
forming two pairs of half moons. Similar figures need to be formed on the side 
of the Brahman by turning the instrument along one and half a square. Two 
lines to the east of it should be taken to form a joint of three-fourth of the 
square and thus two threads should be joined together for the sake of forming 
the intermediate peak. (66-69a) 
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~~ci~vifql<:( {~~q;1'f11: ¥1l I I 69 I I 

0ilf°e:~dlll1'Q0~"5cblOll<:( cblu1H"1'fl1lf<:( I 

alfl1:q1qu:svflql<:(J:I"~: I 170 I I 

~ 1lf~~· ~'l~dll~~{f I 

By stretching the thread from the front side of the jiva after the gap of one 
square from the corner of the moon and other side of the jiva, the thread should 
be stretched to another pair of peaks for the sake of forming the second knot. 
(69b-71a) 

mif ~ ~ ~~t§"'fqxiq;: I 71 I I 

tll~~a ~ ~S'f~H"ll<(f)'( I 

~~ltj~ ~ ~ ~ fila:om1f?l&1ct I 1721 I 

~ ~ ~ G:l{~jtSCll'( I 

~©lllltj ~ err fcl©m~ftl ~I I 73 I I 

~ ~: ~lllnd: ~ 'fm ~I 
~~~~117411 

On the other half of the measuring stick which should be of the length of half a 
metre or one metre with five knots kept hidden in it with while other six knots 
distributed (marked) on it. Below it should be another knot of a peepal leaf 
(Ficus religiosa) with its root below it, sharp in shape and four finger-ends in 
length. There should be four doors each in each direction. It should be of the 
length of half a metre equal to its length. Outside it, the figure of lotus should be 
drawn with four petals in it and round in shape. (7lb-74) 

~ j1{G!:itli vflq{~lfdl ~~TI 

G:~~4'1: ~ aaj@1a1f:t ~I I 75 I I 

~ <J:dllli[H~ i:rr~ifvflqfltj Wfl{ I 

~ :q~4-fa CTffi \Jflqe!'f Hlf<:( I 176 I I 

~ ~~Rl~S::'l©aj€.1~ ~I 
~~ 1lf"'f.-;:4l q~m101i :q~~{f I 1771 I 

Indological Truths



Deliberation on M aJJ,lf,alas 

q~Cb~'G~ ~~f~(i{IOlj ~ ~I 

TgjOllGCISj~ q;r:i aG:~s;:11Cbv1?l~'l I 178 I I 
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In the midst of four directions and as many corners both together totalling eight 
sixteen threads should be spread two in each of the gaps between them. In the 
midst of each one of them should be formed a turn representing the individual 
soul at its edge. Wherever there be contact, it should be made stable. Having 
drawn the figure like this, the knower of the mantra should ascribe the mantra 
to it for the sake of making it affect each one of the petals of the lotus, three 
pollens should be drawn measuring sixteen finger-ends each. (75-78) 

CbfdrCbl cJlaqtif'1 ~:I 

~ rcffi "f!"m ~ q;r:J cf>~HIJ11MCb'{ I 179 I I 

~ ~Cftl'lqOlff.i :\:lfdql{Ol~I ~I 

qJi ag=eqg;teh'loi ~~:I I 80 I I 

Rlan"hcJla~tffi«l(Yl~l"l ~: ~ 1 

~ ~s;:1 11fd1 &fqqosMTflti!:ld I I 81 I I 

~= flllnflM{r.ftH cJlaiwiM(il{Cb'{ I 

rcffi ~~ :q~cffa ~=aq~ :q(f)R:qa'{ I I 82 I I 

q~iHG:l{fll ~ 6!0'ii:ktjls:jM:qgcc~'{ I 

IDf ~ "¥f qr~ qr fctR19a'{ I I 83 I I 

qCbrg9~{ ~~~I 
CblflMCboo~frqrq~fMIR~§Rl9a'{ I 184 I I 

fctR!::t1CblH=i~ ~#fl~~61f:qa'{ I I 

The pollen should be drawn by yellow colour distinguishing the root, the middle 
and the front of one another while filament of it should be white, red and yellow. 
The petals should be white with distinction from another. Its seat should be 
quadrangular with its size equal to half of the pollen outside. On the lower part 
of the lotus, leaves in white, red, yellow and black should be drawn beginning 
from the corner of east-south and ending with the south-west. The higher part 
should be four while the circular is supposed to be divided into three. Following 
this, towards the east of the door, leaving a span of four finger-ends, a round 
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door should be formed with four spokes in it contracted or of different colours. 
There should be formed one, two, three or four apartments of equal dimension 
in it representing the cheeks and the throat which should be decorated with 
various colours like a house constructed with the use of supporting logs. (79-
85a) 

-ii!~air<Wiefl ~ ~ ~ ~ I 185 I I 

~ ~~~ ~ ~ ~ R14"11'( I 
~~~~~:~:tJ1qdl(~Q>l l861 I 

It has been stated in the Devyayamala Tantra that the half of this quadrangular 
area should be divided into twelve parts by drawing lines angular and straight 
from downards and the teacher should divide the section close to himself into 
two. (85b-86) 

~~f;fqpt~~~I 

~ 4Rl:llv:q ~ '.H'1~~1 : I I 87 I I 

~~~ ~~j ~lq~'fia: I 

~m~~ g ~ lfl"11~~1: I I 88 I I 

~ ~~ ~lfl\Ji~Q> I 

He should divide the middle one of them into three parts out of which he should 
leave apart one section of it and then take a turn again. He needs to form a circle 
from below and upward therein. He should also divide the fourth section of it by 
means of a line drawn from up downward. (87-89a) 

~leir\Ji~a w 1'1E'1~::.rqfu ~I I 89 I I 

~'il~~a: ~ 3f~j ~~¥:I 

'~~~~11901 I 

Then the thread should be spread from up downward up to the point known as 
Brahma making it wider gradually and then narrowing it again in the same way 
up to a metre. (89b-90) 
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'qJTf 'qJTf ~ g ~ 1TI"i'.'Hkl I 

~ fti~w:~({qi~~ ~I 1911 I 

~~ri~ ~~~~A ~ws:::i~~'1q11({ 1 
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Having taken half of the area from either side visibly, he should take a turn so 
as to make it look like a leaf of peepal followed by the formation of a petal of a 
lotus flower by leaving apart twelve finger-ends out of it. (91-92a) 

~ ~ g ci1R1J1rif «'ti~@({ I I 92 I I 

JJU1~~111ci«1~ g ~ ~~@=aa : I 

«dll«cli ~ ~ «'ti~@({ I I 93 I 

ct>fOTct>I ~ lCHcila~ :q-~I 

~ q~'f€.116J~ ~ :q- }l:IRIClllull I I 94 I I 

~~ ~ ~ ~™13=ll ftJm ~:I 
~~ \Ji!IW~I ~ ~l~~os(j ~: I I 95 I I 

~~ :q-~ ~j Cf\ii~ffi~I I 

~gtffi~s;aj~~~:l 19611 

Above it and in the centre, the figure of a lotus flower needs to be drawn. A 
third lotus flower should be sketched out at the end of the central figure. On the 
right and left sides as well as at the centre another lotus should be made in the 
same way whose pollen should be yellow, reddish-yellow, white and saffron in 
colour. Outer petals of the lotus should be made white for the sake of distinction 
while the edge should be blackish red and the line of Brahma white, fiery at the 
top with the twig yellowish. The lotus in the middle of the trident should be 
made the locus of the worship of Siva. On the lotus at the top of the trident the 
Supreme Goddess needs to be made the point of worship and the right side of it 
that of the apara-para while the apara on the left. (92b-96) 

~ m Cf)l~H"1Cf>I ~ q(1dla1 ~I 

mIB ~~ m Rqi.81'tl~OI ~I I 97 I I 

The Goddess transcendent to time is considered as the transcendent to the para 
also. (97) 
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~llf;a(Clql Chffi ~ fc'1~1(Clq1 qu ~I 

:w:tU g ~ ~1f:+=J:Tf1~ ququ I I 98 I I 

The pariiparii represents the form of withdrawal of Ka/ii, aparii its establishment 
and para the phase of wisdom of the same. (98) 

~ ~ ~ wl ~lql~q)'{ I 
~: ~lffill~~ ~:~I I 99 I I 

The handle of the trident lying above it should be regarded as dedicated to 
Sadasiva while the four forces of Him are concrete, subtle and of other various 
shapes. (99) 

~ ~ : ~:1'11 ® k1'1 s l'Hl ®fu1 ~Iffficn: I 

·mi ~rm ~!efllfuifc'l~sfqfefi@a 1 1100 1 1 

This sacrifice is known as Damara and is considered as having embedded in it 
the three Forces. Now onwards is being described the method of depiction of 
the edge of the trident as per the Trisiras Siistra. (100) 

~: ~: ~'lil<'fi: I 

~ ~ ~ ISIJlq)j ~S~ I 1101 I 

~~ i:JgtW ~ ~~ qj{3f ll'{ I 

~ ~ ~: qio~fi'q~M~«l 1 I 102 I I 

q(C!SjM: J:lq)ddl: {::l3fll~'lf:qa: I 

~~11SjM'11~'1 ~osit#l g q)~qjl I I 103 I I 

~ht~llll&Jitil "ii" i'.Jg<ISjM'lHd: I 

~S'1)~1ll<:l'I ~~ISjMI ~WSjMI 1104 I I 

~!M'tM11a ~~I 

The ground, the intermediate worlds, the kara!J,i and the khafikii should be 
worshipped by means of the materials supposed to be purificatory from the left­
hand view of Tantra. On a quadrangle of two metres length and breadth should 
be drawn a trident of one and half a metre up and down a seat of that dimension. 
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In its extension upward a peepal's leaf should be drawn four finger-ends wide 
and fourteen finger-ends long. (101-105a) 

~~~~g~:~:l 110511 

0i ~I SjijfQJH ffi : fll l~ttPH::i ~: I 

Having drawn the figure of the trident along with the handle and divided the 
matJlf,ala into three equal parts of half a metre and eight finger-ends long on 
both the sides. (105b-106a) 

~~ ~~ d'd.lef!'l('j g ~I I 106 I I 

~ lftit J'!Chtldll ~~-:q GISSjM'( I 

"file:~llSjWfltif g ~: qr~cf'4
1

l«1m I I 107 I I 

Herein should be drawn the figure of the fire-pit on the edge, in the middle and 
at the root of the trident whose dimensions need to be six finger-ends wide and 
twelve finger-ends long on both the sides. (106b-107) 

i.ig<SjMj~lq1°1efl ~ J'!Cf>ijq~f( I 

~:qr~cf<it~~"d"ml 11os11 

~ {SlR:Cf>l{:i ~ ~qffu<SjMl'( I 

~ ~ i.ig<SjW11'1d: I I 109 I I 

~~j ~ ~ qiif dG:d'!Cf>ijq~(l I 

1ftit ~(leflt!l~S~l~SjM~":ff ·~ : I 1110 I I 

i.ig<SjWll~'1 ~S~l'g GISSjMI I 

13~1ql'g "d""d": "Cfjfqf 1 lfOsChl g 'kf(Clqa: I 1111 I I 

The fire-pit needs to be four finger-ends in height and of the shape of half moon 
on both the sides. The thread known as kha{ikii-sutra needs to take a turn here 
so as to take the shape of the hip of two finger-ends width and four finger-ends 
height. It needs to be of the same shape on the left side as on the right. It should 
be thinner in the middle and wider on the either sides and be four finger-ends in 
breadth and six finger-ends in length. In its height it should be of the shape of a 
cheek. (108-111) 
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~ g }AC6cta:i ~~ g wffi I 
~lMIJl't~&i C6Tlf ~ g l'lls~M'( I 1112 I I 

~ }AC6d~'t(I~ l'lls~M'( I 

Above the seat should be drawn the figure of the root of the trident, 0 Dear, the 
edge of which needs to be as sharp as a finger-end and six-finger-ends in length. 
(112-113a) 

ttg(~Mf?ti.i g lftli g qf{Cf)~~tl I I 113 I I 

¥W~~~~g~:I 
C61(~d ~:~~~~~~I 1114: I I 

C6\J1::poi g ~@ffi ~~W~M'( I 

~ ::(qGCG:l~~l4;tC6'( I 1115 I I 

~ ~ 4~'tGCl~Ml(C6'(1 

~ ~~ ~: q~ifliS'l41d~tl I I 116 I I 

~~ ~osqlf'fi (l\J1Cld'1 ~I 

i:::i:;pOffq ~ g ~ ifl(l::.lli ~I 1117 I I 

~ ~ ~~ RIEll~vi ~I 
°(ffi ('ffilfua ~ ~I I 118 I I 

~ c4i~l5ll ~ m ~~,~~&i ~:I 
fil ~ ~ ~ ~©'tl::4. }Aq101a: I I 119 I I 

~s~~2ui~~~~1 
~'t•fkns~ ~ *9)G:f(lf01 Cf)('tl::4d: I 1120 I I 

~~~~Tr ~W~M'tHd: I 

Chui ~ ~Waj g ~~Waj ~: I 1121 I I 

~ ~~ g ~lSll~'tf:cid'(I 
fud('fficfld~tffi ~: C61(~nd: I 11221 I 

~ ~ g iitrr~TM g ~I 
,~ ~ ~ ttTffi a~ Clljmi:q ml I 1123 I I 
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By means of three threads should be drawn the figures of the lotus flower and 
then the edge of the trident in an area of twelve finger-ends at the gap of four 
finger-ends each. On the right and left sides of it besides the centre should be 
drawn another lotus flower in an area of thirty-eight finger-ends. It should be 
round in the middle and is known as vidya trident. Up to the end of its handle 
the trident should be coloured red. The back side of the trident needs to be left 
white. The root of the trident above the lotus known as vidya should be white 
and red. The line of the sky, vyoma-rekha also should be white. In its width it 
should be quite broad extending outside by one finger-end. The fire-pit should 
be of half a metre length. A surrounding wall should be raised quadrangular 
three times in length than in width. Doors to it should be constructed all around 
it at the gap of half a metre. The wall should be divided into three at the gap of 
twelve finger-ends each. It needs to have figures of throat and cheeks. It should 
be embellished by means of primary and secondary materials of decoration. The 
surrounding wall needs to be rectangular and conform to the line on its ground. 
It should be coloured white, red, yellow and black. Red colour should be applied 
to it in the middle so as to make it attractive. Its dimension has already been 
pointed out. It should conform to the same measurements. (113b-123) 

~ ~~n f.:)-rf1fr w:r: I 
i3Hl~<:N~a11fG:1: ~os~I ~:qr: I 1124 I I 

~ ~ 1ffiT &O!:if€:4~~ ~I 
~:~(lM~Us~~~~~l 112511 

~1Rt>~11 1 1a ~~~~I 

Divisions of figure by means of three spokes are known as entry, exit and turning 
point. This is the point at which the aspirant attains the state of unstruck sound, 
aniihata. It happens following the rise of the kuf.llf-alini. Reaching the heart, it 
is supposed to have reached the trident of the Goddess, 0 beautiful Lady. The 
handle of the trident lies in the maf.lipura cakra while its root in the heart. One 
extremity of the trident lies embedded at the root of the muladhara cakra. The 
aspirant needs to concentrate his attention on this point. (124-126a) 

~~~:111261 

~~~~I 
~~ ~l"fil~ ~~~lff.l I 1127 I I 
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Moving upward gradually in parts along the SU$Umnli nerve, the aspirant should 
reach the end of the trident via its middle part. Coming to the end of it he enters 
in the house of the force, sakti. (126b-127) 

,3H:q"GcMoi ~ ~ ("Y"GClct•1'( I 

1_iji'11'1"G'11cll~ll ~lfcffi~llq& ~~I 1128 I I 

~ ¥f ~ vw:Rt «cJRf<c9:ll : I 

~~:1112911 

« '1 ~ '1 •:;fq ~I ffi: Cl '11 f® ll ('"k1 : I 

~lf1fq{~d ~~~I 1130 I I 

~ fcl4:11ffi ~ '1os~'ra'i 1 

Cfilllls~ ~ ~ ri~~ ~I I 131 I I 

Having subsided the wayward tendencies of the mind the aspirant should create 
a stir in the muliidhiira cakra and having contracted the same through afrini 
mudrii, he should enter into the source of the three forces, namely, willing, 
knowing and doing. By developing the sense of devotion towards them, herein 
manifest all kinds of siddhis. Here on this point all the approaches to the Reality 
need to be put together and exercised so as to be able to have control over all 
the sixteen approaches. The aspirant should contemplate on the trident made 
of all the thirty-six constituents via unification of all the sixteen approaches 
involving mantras, cakras and other relevant factors. The vital force should 
be straightened so as to attain the state of lordship over everything through 
devotion to the task. (128-131) 

("qfuicfH I~ ~ ~ aW'lilld fcJfu: I 

'fl~Cf)I: ~1q~~ci W qf<'1101a: I I 132 I I 

~l~Cllf>OIRCR"m~~ lll~«l~ 1 1a1~~1 I 

qcbl18i~ffiw: fgi1Rt411 1a1~~ I 1133 I I 

·~ l{lf~1a1;liCf)tfo::11R~Ttil ~ 1 

~~~tfllzj@i~~ ~ g1tt1'1os(l'f'( I 1134 I I 

~ ("qfu:lq) ffcfCf)l'1~'( I 
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The symbol of svastika (an equilateral cross with four arms bent at 90 degrees) 
should be resorted to in developing the sense of devotion hence onwards. It lies 
in dedication of the body to tapas. Then a thread dipped in red colour should be 
made use of in marking thirty straight lines crossing one another on the ground 
dividing the whole span into twenty-nine equal sections from north to south and 
east to west dividing the entire area into eight hundred and forty one squares of 
equal size. Through this kind of division of the entire area there is formed a lotus 
as well as a combination of two half-moons. The seat would cover six squares 
and prove to fulfil all kinds of aspirations. Eight squares of it would serve the 
purpose of the lanes while eight of them that of the door. (132-135) 

~~mr.ff~-:q tJ;cli~qllfll'fl< ~I 

1f'fffiJr -:q ~ JfUI 1~&11g ~ I I 136 I I 

-~"'i:fl 
WN~diq 1f'fffiJr 3i'f1'1Tf3RlqDffll"{ I 1137 I I 

&IU'llCf)l{chltfig ~::tl'1(rl~l{l11,1' I 

~~~R<:r~~:l 11381 I 

q~~HMl ~ ~e:l"i::tg'i nm{ I 

# &iJ<ll'ld Wrzi 'l_CIT&e:11Ji "«ml I I 139 I I 

Nine, seven, five and three dividing lines should be eliminated outwardly as well 
inwardly, thus, 0 beautiful Lady, there becomes formed the shape of the Palace 
named Meru. The area of the door should be divided into three, five, seven and 
nine sections except for the internal ones. Through elimination of these sections 
from the door, numbering two, three, five and six there emerges a figure known 
as gomutrikii bandha. So also should be eliminated the dividing lines from the 
Brahma-vamfo number two and six. From the area marked for the fire should 
be eliminated the dividing lines numbering two and three while from that meant 
for the Veda eliminable are the lines numbering two, two and six. Two should 
be eliminated from Soma those numbering four, three and six. (136-139) 

~ '11f3Cf)I ~ ~::t 1&e:P'1ll: ~I 

~ftcfifi'ld ~ -gtj ~::tP'141 nm{ I I u,o I I 

Indological Truths



50 Sri Tantriiloka 

~ '{411a1-&iq ~fi~&rn1f$1a: 1 

~fu:1Cf)l~Pf~~~l l1411 I 

Apart from the section representing the SU$Umnii nerve, lines numbering two, 
four, three, five, three, two, three and six should be eliminated so as to give 
shape to the door of the palace known as Sumeru. Thus should get formed the 
figure of the beautiful palace of that name with its kindred expanse all around 
in its exterior, as represented by the symbol of swastika. (140-141) 

lf'furi ~ ~IB ~ ~ ~ ~~T: I 
~~IRChi~~ ~~~~MI 1142 I I 

*fq~ ll~cl ~ ~: Cf)f(lfCf)I ~I 

~~"1~aH=1i1'w~~1114a11 

mR ~ ~ ~T~~~-:q #NQ(l I 

~ ~ qi2;1Cf)lqfu I 1144 I I 

In the formation of the passage, the number of seers, that is seven should be 
multiplied by the number of directions, that is, ten with the product numbering 
seventy. With the addition of two hundred and two to it, the number goes up 
to two hundred and seventy-two. By elimination of this number of the sections 
of the formation from seven into three, that is twenty-one, emerges the pollen. 
By multiplying eight by two are availed of the petals of the lotus. By turning 
the thread from within the third and seventh section are made available sixteen 
halves of the leaf. (142-144) 

~ ~~~~lll"i~1g&HJI ~I 

mlftm~~:'i4R11 1a1:11n.s11 

By elimination of five sections from within seven and the second part from the 
SU$Umnii is formed the seat. (145) 

1i_a~~ 'Id I~ ~~ 1~ff;qffi~Rcet Chi({ I 

~'4'11({ qiocb)U)~ ~qQa ~gteffti I 1146 I I 

~ Cf)llllfal 00: W ht>qid~ : I 
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Through elimination of five sections from the north in all the four directions 
are made available the leaves which need to be coloured white, whitish yellow, 
red and yellow while the pollen should be coloured grey and golden while new 
leaves with yellow. (146-147) 

0411'1~l51 I g p Cf 1~ liiit H'1 oflefl'qJ : I 
titi {l5l1::Poilqd Rla@~acilaw( 1 1148 1 1 

felf©Cf>li:q ilgcfo1r ~~ll"Pllil(I: I 

~ ~~'1ijct>l~TT ~~:I 1149 I I 

~~ofl~f.hr ~ ~Tfffi q~it'1f01w'fll( 1 

~ ~12Cf)ijCf)l~T qq;f m:l11Rt@~a'( I 1150 I I 

.fl~gRttttj ~ qr~j Cftt!Cb®'ql( I 

~ ~G4lh~1qd 45i.1<(1f ~"ii" ~~I 1151 I I 

~~~I 
~refi 4'l~l'3\JH1tj \Ji'l~&A~I~ I 1152 I I 

afl!'1qf{ fu'd' q~itiil1S14!a1~0L'l'll.J'l 1 

~ ~ ~Gi1'1<1 ~ii~fo~m: I 1153 I I 

'~ ~ "ii"~ \Ji'll~l~Oj ~I 

~ ~Cf~Cf~ ttcfct>l'1lhefl'l'l~'( I 1154 I I 

The space line should be bright white, while the lotus round and blue. The seat 
should be marked by three lines white, red and yellow. The swastika should be 
coloured by four in keeping with the nature of the corners. The lane should be 
deep red. So should be weapons. The force should be blue like lotus flower. 
The handle of the weapons need to be golden in colour while the edge of them 
deep red. The sword should be blue while the trap of the colour of a child. The 
flag should be decorated with flowers and fruits and coloured in five. The mace 
should be golden, terrific in look and adorned with gems. The spear should be 
blue like lotus of that colour and bright like a flame of fire. The upper section 
of it should be white like a lotus of that colour, slightly yellowish and red. The 
cakra should be of the colour of gold with its spokes bright as the gem vaidurya 
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(cat's eye gem). The gaps among the spokes should be yellow, attractive and 
red like the flame. The temple of the Lord should look as the fulfiller of all 
aspirations. (148-154) 

.'3f!Rl~1qj ~~:~~~I 

(Hf1'11d ~ {llf;:+:p51os irm ~I 1155 I I 

For the sake of bearing out these details first of all a rectangular spot should 
be chosen. Each one of its surrounding lines should be of three and half arms 
length. Leaving apart half an arm, the whole spot should be divided into nine 
sections. The trident should be placed in the centre of it. (155) 

~~~:q~~~~~I 

1CIT4: cbllSO~gtti ITTITS~ ~I 1156 I I 

~ ~ ~ lil 1 1&q~ g I 
·~ ~T~~~ICbefll~ld I 1157 I I 

The central section of it should be divided into three creating thus nine sections 
out of it. leaving out the central three sections of it the thread should be moved 
from amidst the two sections in the shape of half the moon. (156-157) 

~ l"il't~f1~ ir~ ~I 

~ ~ ~ W '1~~1'5f i g cffe°Cbl'{ I 1158 I I 

From both the sides the thread should be moved onwards so that these may be 
formed the figure of ha (Q"). This is to be followed by making the thread's both 
the sides, that is, the beginning and the end meet together so as form the prior 
line. (158) 

Jiq{l&l{"[CTOI ~CRC!ls:jMilgGC::ql{ I 

~ PcFlr:/1~o:11$fi irm :/~I 1159 I I 

~~ ~ ~ q~'ll~ Cbl{~c:( I 

iW-T: i!S::1 1~ti ~ ~ ~CbfUTCbl{ I 1160 I I 
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From the east side of the other door, leaving a measure of four finger-ends, the 
line should be obliterated so as to get formed the figure of the trident. On the 
edge of the trident, leaving a quarter of a metre, figures of lotus flower should 
be sketched out. Below the three edges of the trident, another lotus along with 
its pollen should be drawn. (159-160) 

~tll<~~::i·~~I 

-qtif~CT"ff:-116111 

~lSllG:Q ~ ~m ~~ ~I 

~~~~tlSfT~l 116211 

~ifl6126!'1 CT"ff: W ~ ~ ~ g I 
lJtzi ~ 5'IR!IS61czi ~~~ffeqf.{ I I 163 I I 

Below at a distance of a couple of finger-ends, in the middle as well upward, 
both lines should be extended so as to get formed the edge of the trident. Having 
joined both the threads together in this way, the intermediate lotus below the 
trident, 0 honourable Lady, should be figured out. (161-163) 

What has been taught to me in this regard by my great teachers has been recorded 
here in brief. (164) 
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~ 'q J'IRl~kll<:'il ~'1~0Ql@lll'1efl I 

~ ~~,l~ll~ ci1arn:ll~~tj .. ll~ I 11 I I 

I now give exposition on the mudrii as received from the tradition of my 
teacher. M udrii, posture, is the reflection of the Self belonging to and hence also 
emerging out of the same as per the possibility of interpreting the compound 
pratibimbiitmii both as an ablative and relative according to its formulation in 
the Yamala known as Devi. (1) 

~~l~j~lfl ~ ~ :qfu~~dl I 

~~~ ~ ~ ~ a5q1iia.1 I 12 I I 

Reflectiveness is the possibility of getting reflected by its source while getting 
reflected by the object concerned is its reflectivity.(2) 

¥ ~ ~Q&1101 tjl<:'i'11'{ I 

ll~4llRI ~ ~ ~~ qfUffir I 13 I I 

As it offers the delight of self-realisation through the medium of the body, it has 
been called in the scriptures as such. (3) 
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NOTE: 
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The word mudrii is formed out of the roots mud+ rii. Mud means to experience 
delight while rii means to offer. Thus, the word mudrii means that device which 
offers the delight (of self-realisation). 

~ .13fl~ilfl ~cF11RqCf51 I 

f:i&hM~"f f°C)&Q1a1 ("11Cf5~'1 ~~ I 14 I I 

Cf5(fcbo~ ~"fl"~ eflf~w:if:!Cf51 I 

•rn1~a1 lfPlj<;I Vill~;fl ~~I 15 I I 

Out of numerous varieties of mudriis the main is considered to be the khecari in 
view of its integrality and purity besides being devoted to the divine. Its kinds 
are trisulini, karankif}i, krodhanii, bhairavi, lelihiinikii, mahiipretii, yogamudrii, 
jviilini, k$obhif}i and dhruvii. ( 4-5) 

~ ~ .13fl~ilijq ~I 

~ 4~'tlE:ll '11~-fl'ld I 16 I I 

In this way, there are several kinds of mudrii of khecari alone while padmii, etc., 
are its kinds according to the Srimiilini Tantra. ( 6) 

mm ~sc:q11@c:q4p11"Rri ~ ~ 1 

~~"flfl("t'llfc)tii ~ WIT~ 17 I I 

Due to their numerous varieties and secondary nature, these are not recounted 
here. If anyone wishes to have an idea of them, he is advised to consult the 
various points concerning deliberation on the khecari. (7) 

~cfl~f:lcm a~1~efi ~ ~m 1 

~ Cf5iffUr CTT~il" ~@QI: Cf5flllfq IJ11gfilft I 18 I I 

On whatever place or point an adept may concentrate in his body, it becomes 
the manifestation of the goddess for him. Then why to mimic it. Adeptness in the 
application of mantra should be learnt with the use of the mudrii which mainly 
be protective of the learner particularly in attaining objects of desire. (8) 
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1
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That has not been stated by us nor about their application. Mudriis, indeed are 
concerned with four things, i.e., body, hands, viik and citta. In that regard, I 
propose to give a complete account of khecari itself. (9-lOa) 

Sitting in padmiisana, lotus posture, he should cast his glance on the navel. Having 
straingtened the spine, he should raise his life-force through concentration of 
his eye-sight and make it enter into the three vacant spaces. Due to control over 
the life-force, he may develop the capacity of movement in space. This is the 
statements of the Miilinivijayottara Tantra.(l0b-l2a) 

Having rested the medium of awareness through meditation on the supernal 
sound, light and breath the aspirant of yoga should pierce through the world 
with all its auspiciousness and enter the domain of Siva. (12b-13a) 
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Having placed the hands below the neck (on the clavicle in the shape of a sickle) 
and the left foot on the right one, pulling the corners of the mouth by the little 
fingers and the nostrils by the middle fingers, having bent the ring fingers and 
placed the index fingers on the eyebrows, the wise aspirant should turn the 
tongue around and utter the sound ha ha. Thus, with control on the breathing­
in and breathing-out, he should make use of the trisula and rise up to the crown 
of the head. As a result of this, he would transcend the five subtle elements and 
rise above the gravitational pull of the earth forthwith. (13b -16a) 

Having thus merged the being and non-being (in the form of pral}a and apana) 
into one (central pral}a shooting straight upward along the SU$Umna nerve) 
via the three centres of spiritual force (represented by Isvara on the anahata 
cakra, by Sadasiva on the visuddha and Anasrita Siva between the centre of the 
eyebrows), the wise aspirant should understand the process of trisUla through 
the application of which he has the possibility of rising into the space (beyond 
the gravitational pull of the earth). (16b -17) 

3TIChf~NTCf (1-+Q~ Ht"il'tl:::tljq~: I 

~~~~mm~~:111s11 

qCf>&os ~ ~ m~ ~~I 

~ g ~ ~ Ull&.ll<:'f I~ t1" ~I I 19 I I 

@-qn-q¢t;fi1ti (1El@Ol\J1RI ~R<il'l I 

Having risen above space (as also time) and staying constantly in sheer existence 
with the central breath fully harmonised and getting merged into the delight of the 
eternal present, as it were, the aspirant attains the state of uniform pointedness 
of the pral}a. Having thus attained the state of khecari mudra and oneness with 
his Self as Bhairava he escapes above the pull of the earth immediately. (18-20 
(a)) 

~~m f:t(ltjl(I f.t:~m M'ICF>ICIDfa: I I 20 I I 

~ f:t(1-q(I '11$it~RI ~I 

't~CF>f:IG6: ·ij~:p<:r-{ ~: (1«cia1: I 121 I I 

tk'1l~g 1 11ff'ta1~~f:t<;11ig'1it~ I 

~ err CF><iCF>4CF>(iJi~ t1" "("ICf~T: I 122 I I 
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Now he rises above all limitations, suspicions, codes of conduct and inhibitions, 
having become absolutely cleansed. He has no rule to follow in his behaviour 
and dwells purely in the sense of 'I am absolutely not at all'. He gets established 
in the vision of all the deities in his body itself. No matter be it the case of 
delight, agony, self-assertion, anger, sex, envy, sense-perception, and serving 
as the doer, object or instrument of action, he considers himself uniformly as 
'I am not at all'. Instead of himself, he takes the presiding deities of the ears, 
eyes, mouth, nose, etc., as the recipients of stimuli always from their respective 
centres. (20-24-a) 

One who is doubtful about the verity of the scriptural wisdom is shrouded by 
malice is engulfed in injunctions of siistras can never succeed (in this kind of 
yoga). (24b) 

~rq) ffei: ~rq) ~: q'ctl&<il~ ~:I 
~ ~: "ijqf mall'fl!l sfu«ii Vf1Kl I I 25 I I 

Siva himself plays the role of the sun and fire acting as the priest in view of his 
performance as the cook. There in him lie all the deities called devatii in view of 
their role as illuminators of the entire world. (25) 

6hf.it6lll Pc!~1llf~ ~ ~ a-m I 
·31-Wl ~ qq:f Dt~lll • ~~I 126 I I 
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Having enlarged the mouth by the little finger and the eyebrows by the index 
one, as also via placement of the ring and middle fingers in the mouth, the 
aspirant should touch the throat by the tongue. This is known as karankb:zi. Now 
listen about jviilini. The palms should be expanded so as to hold the head from 
the jaw up to the forehead in a tight grip. The tongue should be made to take 
rounds speedily as air inside the eyebrows. The mouth along with the tongue 
should be enlarged producing the sound hii hii. This is jviilini. Performance of 
all this one hundred and eight times with the concentration on the iijnii cakra 
results in the control of the yogin over the entire triad of the universe both static 
and mobile. (26-29) 

~ ~ q-{ ~~TfR(f: I 

q~~'ci'HOfl 61'11&1C:::'l'11'1'1q&~ I I 30 I I 

1cifuo9~ 1 1a ~ zj ~ ~I 

'3Fn° ~ ~ .i3flifl'!+i5tiH ~I I 31 I I 

He may see himself operating through bodies of others as well as others operating 
through his own body. While producing the sound hii (and svii) having taken his 
firm stand on the process of going out and coming in via the nine openings in 
the body as the pervasive agent of the sound, it is only an adept of this yoga who 
deserves to be called kheciirin, or mover in space by virtue of the yogic grace of 
the Supreme Force as mentioned in Yogasancara Siistra. (30-31) 

~(rl~osfef!Cf)j ~ 0iOTih'H~Rofl'{ I 

mJfr ms~ c1p1~RiittH"ll (:i6(0TIElf11'{ I 32 I I 

~ ~ WEIT ~1'11'J:f1 Hfl~Cf)'{ I 

s:t'3i~~q~ irtif uci ~ ~HICICf)'{ I I 33 I I 

Having gained control over the kulaku1J,lf,alini which acts as the basic stimulus 
behind the atomic germ of life and source of joy of being in this world and 
maintenance of its integrality and thus having had the sense of fulfillment of 
experiencing the joy of immortality the aspirant should move up to the kanda 
uttering the sound of noiselessness. (32-33) 
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He should move from here to the quadrangle, the source of germination and 
basis of the body, the mUliidhiira cakra. He should awaken here the kw:itf,alini 
lying in the midst of the two streams of breath, that is, priifJ,a and apiina so that 
it may pierce through the knot of ignorance and enter into the nerve known as 
vajrii acting as the source of wisdom and lying on the point of union between 
priifJ,a and apiina. Here he should pierce through the root of the genital by 
shooting from the middle of the angle. (34-36) 

~ ~!;(E4~d tji;hg1 it1t~1 mWr I 
~qflflll'g ~ ~ j:l\J1flid: I I 37 I I 
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Here on this point the streams of priifJ,a and apiina get unified appearing as one and 
it is from here that they assume duality by moving in diverse directions towards 
the thighs and until the toes (downward and towards the nose upward). In the 
process of going out and coming in, she acts as the bearer of the stimulus of life 
and source of awakening in wisdom through the combination of the two streams. 
He, who understands this whole process of summation and diversification of the 
joy, becomes an adept of yoga. (37-39) 

~~i!Z'litfrt& ~111fifug4lwi ~I 
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This point is known as sasangama, complete merger, and unmilana, one of the 
highest revelations. This is the proper path of its awakening. The reverse of it 
is also possible. Here it has its basis in the source of generation and is known as 
sulamula. Here the letters of the alphabet merge into the state of letterlessness. 
( 40-41) 

11R451'fl ("tjti:ll4 ~~i ~I 

·~ ~~ ~ m ~ q1~ctli%a"( I 142 I I 

With the integrality of consciousness as obtaining in the body as the Lord of all 
secret knowledge and wisdom the aspirant of this yoga should pronounce the 
letters of the alphabet from na to pha and put pressure on the muliidhiira cakra 
which is the point of awakening of the kuQlf,alini. ( 42) 

~ ~ ~lhh("tc;:irif ~I 

~\J1q~Cf)'f<l1~01 ~~ g I I 43 I I 

This sound is pregnant with the force of consciousness and hence with the force 
of the kuQlf,alini. (Having stopped the breath here the aspirant should) pierce 
through the remaining five cakras and eventually reach the top of the head 
piercing as a trident. ( 43) 

~'d!MJl~~~Tftri ~I 
i:.119)i'Hf>H1~Mli P-t~1@i ~I 144 I I 

0iPlm#'lltqCf>I~ ~~1~1fa"( I 

'f.l~'f.lt;f)Pcl~'1~1 ~~I 145 I I 

~ ~ ~ '11lllq5Jl(qfd;fl"( I 

Tf:~:~~'q~~~:l 14611 

->A1'1~h1c.iJlifp1 Q;i:I" tql~ilflPclfu: I 

The aspirant should awaken the power of Rudra by piercing through the knots 
of the heart followed by entry into the interior of the cakra related to viiyu as 
well as the centre of the navel known as bindu. Then he should descend down 
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to the point known as lambika which accrues out of the centre of the twelve 
prominent nerves. After this, he needs to reverse the movement and enter into 
the cakra related to the moon and serves as the ground of the apana followed 
by entry into the cage of the five gross physical elements. Entry into this cage 
results in his reply to the drama of physical life. This is how the processes of 
creation and dissolution operate in course of assumption of the khecari mudra. 
This is the form of the khecari mudra as per the Viravaliyoga. (44-47a) 

'glqlCflUOI ~ ~ ~~I 147 I I 

JlflitHifl~ fcpcr tj«;1c6gcajg2: 1 

~ ~lfuPlliflRI .'3ftit*'lif1Cb ~I I 48 I I 

(Following is the form of the khecari mudra as recounted by Srikamika) 

Srikamika tells us that one may have the possibility of rising in space via formation 
of the lips round as in kissing and breathing-in the pra1J,a and apana merging into 
one and thus by swallowing the entire world within oneself. ( 47b-48) 

'i!Cll'"j~I i;IClqf?a qr~~ ~ ~rm<:J: I 

j@m=ti ~ m "ii" ~ ci1filctl I I 49 I I 

001nj~1 1n ~ Cf511tict1 qRqoqa 1 

(Following is the form of this mudra as recounted by Srikulahvara.) 

M udriis are the divine forces which redeem the creatures from the worldly 
snare and remove the same outright. The main amidst such forces is the khecari 
which is a combination of three forms, that is, verbal (physical and spiritual). 
(49 -50a) 

;n"ffi ~ tj'ffer ~~·fH&q~CI "ii" I I 50 I I 

CJOGI01&q~s;:1j "ii" mtlf ~ 11dT ~I 

I 151 I I 

'tl•Hflqifla&:i""l!I: q~'11Ell ·:WSC p: I 
'tl~t:.i!i~~(il m: ~{~I~ qRci1p11: I 152 I I 
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~rfrt g ~ ~~~laHfl'tl~RI I 
qlSIT ~ 'tQlji;I ~Hi=H:l!RI ~ I I 53 I I 

Physical mudriis lie in the arrangement of the pair of nostrils, pair of eyes, the 
heart, pair of breasts, pair of testicles, and the genital organ. The worldly status 
needs to be replaced by non-worldly status through elevation in consciousness. 
This is the spiritual form of the mudrii. Different from these are the eight mudriis 
known as padmii (refers to the heart lotus), etc. The location of these mudriis 
lies in the muliidhiira cakra and hence they belong to the same family of mudriis. 
Thus the body as a compact whole is like a mysterious arrangement of the letters 
of the alphabet. This bodily structure is the mahiimudrii, a magnificent posture 
of Bhairava, according to Gahvara. ((50b-53) 

~qRl~: ~ g Q©Ulijf~n8-lff4: I 
4{1s:_j@~~e:ic;~lff4: ~:I I 54 I I 

'3RT : ~ : @:q D li fl s::ch'I :q l@U ~T~Tifcf5;ft I 

~'H"'tl~CI flj"dl#ZI ~ ~CllCl~fStjJi I 155 I I 

When the yogin gets very well settled in the padmiisana with the brilliance 
of energy filled in the fingers being withdrawn as is the case of the full moon 
withholding the emergence of her rays, this withholding of the force of priif)a 
and apiina combined as indicated by the bending of the fingers and the hands in 
that state, is known as Sasiinkini. (54-55) 

flRPa:i'l't~ ~ a:i'litl@:ll ~ lffiT I 

j~~a~flS::~:!I~ m ~&:llltcl~I I I 56 I I 

The same khecari mudrii is known as vyomii owing to the yogin's status in the 
space of consciousness as also hrdayii due to placing of both the fists close to the 
heart, i.e., the centre of consciousness. (56) 

~IH'll@:ll m ~: ~aj&:1 1d'{ I 

fl't~t;;lllCl~lefii 'fl" €1~lffDtaq1f01Cfl'{ I 157 I I 

It is also known as Santa in the case of both the hands put one on the other so as 
to be visible to the commonplace eyesight in the lap. (57) 
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~ ~1Rt>j~1 ~I 

~~11•11tjjJ1'1i g jf"Q:€:1'*'1'11&+*1<'l I I 58 I I 
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The same is known as Sakti Mudra in view of all the ten fingers closed into fists 
subsequently. (58) 

~ ~ q5tj~os~.fl 1lill 1 

fiQl<j~I ~ ~ fuu:ffi ~I 159 I I 

Due to quick movement of the fists the same mudra is known as paiicakutJt},alini 
as also sarhhara owing to raising of the fists upwards. (59) 

13*'1'1ofl $irt'l~CI q~f{f qr~~ I 

~q1f ~ ~ fCll~I~ qk1llf"1CI I I 60 I I 

It is known as utkramatJi and is considered as immediately redemptive of the 
bondage of creatures when the aspirant assumes the pose of a jumper ready to 
jump downward at the distance quickly. (60) 

f!IM"ll~~~ ~f$tja (Hfl~:Jl'lCh'{ I 

~~Th;i ~ f!Rjl~fQ:eiiPCla'{ I I 61 I I 

~~~I 

·~~ qfUffir ~1{§11~~ I I 62 I I 

The same mudra is known as virabhairava when both the hands are bent, 
the eyesight is cast downward through observation of things properly. This is 
how this mudra has been described in its forms in Bharga~taka School and is 
emulative of wisdom. (61-62) 

~~m~I 
~~iln aii1RI~: qi~~ I I 63 I I 

Thus, it is one and the same khecari mudra which is assumed in different forms 
resulting in access to the supernal seed of Creation. (63) 

Indological Truths



68 Sri Tantriiloka 

~ ~fecipo:j ~ ~ ("tcf'l•~p I'( I 

l:!;Cf)T jfil ~ :q-~: J'llfdk1l <::rm I I 64 I I 

One and the same is the seed of creation which serves as the source of the force 
of consciousness obtaining in all the mantras as also one and the same is the 
khecari mudrii by which are enlivened all the mudriis. (64) 

~ &li1flil~{Cl&i lliqj#J~~ I 

~ jfil 'Rl&IT ~: ~·i11~~~Rhll1 I I 65 I I 

Thus, the system of yogic practice known as khecari and having entered into 
which the yogin gets to his real Self is to be understood as the real mudrii, the 
rest need to be left out as sheer modulations of the body. (65) 

~ ~ a~cifuJl $11'1~l'lqf<'1~ I 

~~llr qr~~ ~: "ijlfll': I I 66 I I 

The precise occasions for the practice of this mudrii are the beginning, middle 
and end of yajiia and the like events, discussions on jiiiina yoga, removal of 
hindrances and worldly bondage. ( 66) 

~~T: ~~("!\if~ f:!{Clq 11Rt: I 

~iCf)I~~~ i1il~llcflfC:aRRI ~'11~~1'( I I 67 I I 

The purpose of assumption of this mudrii on these occasions is entry into wisdom, 
intimacy with it, and with that intimacy, understanding of one's real Self, removal 
of doubts and becoming radiant with the awakening of cakras. (67) 

Thus ends here the description of esoteric Mudras, an aspirant who practice 
them reaps the fruit. 
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~~1eif!n:i:i;i1C(1 Q)chlCf)1?1 P111~a 1 

~ ~ ~ 'iv:qiflRI ~I 
~~~~TRmlll I 

Pcr~crr oow ~ cfl<1~iif'qCf)I am I 
T.iff~psrit ~: -il ~<'S:I cfl <~~Tm : I I 2 I I 

~~IT §:llEJio~ ~ ~m1cli'<fl ~'llnqCf)I I 

'qljOsl ~ m-in-~~6'"1GC1tfl~folfls~ I 13 I I 

Now is going to be discussed the unification of the Divine Forces. There are 
eight Divine Forces working behind the Universal Nature, namely, Visva, 
Visvesi, Haraudri, Viranayika, Ambika and Gurvi according to Sri Siddhanta 
and Viravali. The circle, cakra, of Siva has eight spokes, the presiding deities 
of which are Mahesi, Brahmi, Skandi, Vai~l)avi, Aindri, Yamya, Camur:ida and 
Y ogisi. (In Trisiro Bhairava Sastra, they are named as Aghora, Paramaghora, 
Ghorariipa, Ghoravaktra, Bhima, Bhi~al)a, Vamani and Pibani.) (1-3) 

3ifr.1Pl::ftfaei1tcfl~~~~: I 

~~~~~~Cf2<:11'"1'11 I l41 I 

~~c61 ~ :q- ei1g~ 1 11 ~I 

~~~~~~~:11511 
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The number of the Divine Forces rises up to twenty-four with the addition to it 
those of the eight directions, corners, and those of the two half-mouths, namely, 
Nanda, Bhadra, Jaya, Kali, Vikrtanana, Krau~tuki, Bhimamudra, Vayuvega, 
Hayanana, Gambhira and Gho~aQ.i. ( 4-5) 

-~:~~:I 
~:g~iffa:~:~:~:~:l 1611 

~ ~ ~ ~Cf)oo1fe:Cf5~~: I I 

Sixteeen are the Forces according to the Sripatha. Their names are as follows: 
Siddhi, Vrddhi, Dyuti, Lak~mi, Medha, Kanti, Sudha, Dhrti, Dipti, Pu~ti, Mati, 
Kirti, Susthiti, Sugati, Smrti and Suprabha. (6-7a) 

·m~p-:q ~fi:1·H~~-:q ~~ulfq) ~~:I 17 I I 

~: ~ ~ IDG:~Tft ~~:I 

e:ai~~ ~: ~~ wrm lfl'f'f rii~ I I 8 I I 

~~: ~itfu4zj ifr:Jwr~-:q ftlal'f6: I I 

The presiding deities of the six spokes are as follows: Bali, Balinanda, Dasagriva, 
Hara, Haya, Madhava, while those of the Cakra having twelve spokes are Dak~a, 
Car:i<;la, Hara, Saur:idi, Pramatha, Bhima, Manmatha, Sakuni, Sumati, Nanda, 
Gopala and Pitamaha. (7b-9a) 

~Cf5o6is~ -:q ~: ~m~CR: 1 19 I 1 

3lfST~rr ~~-:q ~: ~1~tn:am 1 

~RiCf5fleil\111j!l6~{«'!f.iCf51: I 110 I I 

~ llGJ~a~'1 ¥IT:~: I 
an ~'1rh"ll'"G'1 IS::1 II ~-:q Cl:Jf.> ~1 11 (CICbl Cf)I I 111 I 

aj~i1'14!tffw: ~sqr: 1 

~q101ml'ffill~¥Tal: ms~ $'1chlRta1: I 112 I I 

Srikal)tha, Ananta, Siik~ma, Trimurti, Sambaresvara, Arghisa, Bharabhiiti, 
Sthiti, Sthar:iu, Hara, Sar:ithi, Bhautika, Sadyojata, Anugrahesvara, Kriira and 
Saunika are the sixteeen Forces of Sripatha. They are immortal, filled with 
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elixir and are referred in the Tantra. Sadyojata is higher. Krflra is the god of 
compassion while Mahasena is Sadyojata. (9b-12) 

fiClctM~R::i~jfu1:p±~Cf>l:Sifi'1fel11Fb~IJ"PlqR::iCf>IMI: I 

fg~(911Ml0@ ~Tfur~no1'it1i!118'4ftl5 ~I 113 I I 

~cilCf>H1f14tll 41f'Cf>QR::IJ1ii11~~rrfur: I 

Twenty-four are the Forces of another Cakra. Their names are Sarilvarta, 
Lakulisa, Bhrgu, Svata, Baka, Khailgi, Pinaki, Bhujaga, Bali, Mahakala, 
DviraQ<;la, Chagaliil)<;la, Sikhi, Lohita, Me~a, Mina, TridaQ<;la, A~a<;lhi, Umakanta, 
Ardhanarisvara, Daruka, Lailgali, Somesvara and Somasarman. (13-14a) 

\J1llfcl::;p::i1J"P"l~IDia~\J1ll\JP"lf'i;lcfilct11ciQCf>I: I 114 I I 

f11\1~1q4cit.f;rr~~ qM~qMi'ti;41ClQCf)I: I 

a&i'Gldl ~~Tr 1'G1fl'11'1i;f11ft: I 115 I I 

~1Cl4~'11 :~QOICf)I ~ 'qi;(@QCf)IM~~ I 

·~'°ffiSjlT~lf~ICf)Cf>IMfcl~~rcm:d"~: cfilq: I I 16 I I 

~l:"•P4{ ~ >3flqr61"'8ffill&Hr: I 

Jaya, Vijaya, Jayanata, Aparajita, Sujaya, Jayarudra, Jayakirti, Jayavaha, 
Jayamflrti, Jayotsaha, Jayada, Jayavardhana, Bala, Atibala, Balabhadra, 
Balavaha, Bala van, Baladata, Balesvara, N andana, Sarvatobhadra, Bhadramflrti, 
Sivaprada, SumanaJ.i, Sprhal)a, Durga, Bhadrakala, Manonuga, Kausika, Kala, 
Visvesa, Susiva and Kopa are the thirty-four Forces of Sakti-patha. (14b-17a) 

¥ffis~1fi'1qH!Rf ~ qoocifG:fa1: I 117 I I 

~~Tit a~~al: ~~Tit~:~ I 

QM«1R:G:jifrsr.~dt mti ~ g ~I 118 I I 

Seed-mantra jum and sviihii, as the force of fire, are formed in all their varieties 
beginning from eight to thirty-two via twelve and eighteen, as used in the circle 
as spokes including all the vowels from a to Ir as well ask to h. (l 7b-18) 
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·~ffihtr~"{Cf; ~ ~: ~ ~ I 

Q/:lit"41'#>1{~~~FH"m!ACb~~~ I 119 I I 

In the circle of thrity spokes ending with s along with point, bindu, at the top 
of them all as well as various other possible ones need to be formed as seed 
mantras. (19) 

~ tJ;Cf R1~1~1S1 fcr~cwr~r·rn1<Cf): 1 

~lfffi©&Hdl 'tTffi ~~T: s:ic61fd~ I 120 I I 

~ ~ g ~lfffid&d'!Cb~~ I 
~~lit~;fl :q ~ ~~Tl{ I 121 I I 

It is only and the same Consciousness which serves as the basis of all contemplation 
and Force as well as the Lord of the Force in the form of the contemplator and 
the stuff of all the sounds known as miitrkii and miilini under different forms of 
modulation. Such is its bodily form. (20-21) 

a-~:~~~ Cl(jd~Cbi(I 

3ijfR~oftlSll&i ~ fcr~ci fcrf~Fl'( I 122 I 

~~flfirq'1~ g a~~q) ~j~ltid'l I 
"\ "\ 

JRJ:Wlat~'tl4Plln~ISC:Cf)j~ltifi'( I I 23 I I 

a~1~al:lgG:bl1-qfcr ~~~ ~ 1 
-aeir1t ~~TT@i' ~ lllCl~(i&:ial I 124 I I 

It is with due modulation and contemplation on the four semi-vowels, that is, y, 
v, r and L that get formed the vowels i, u, r and Lr. The frame of the modulation 
is derived from the sounds a, i, and u representing excellence (a), will (i) and 
motivation (u) respectively. It is from the delight of the excellence, will of wish 
and wave of motivation that are produced their respective guJJa forms e and 
o and vrddhi forms ai and au. When i, u, r and Lr get combined with a, there 
are formed the semi vowels y, v, r, and e. Through association of a with al:i get 
formed the sounds s, $,sand h. Thus the sounds i, u, rand Lr when combined 
with a, come to form the circles of eight, twelve and sixteen spokes with the 
possibility of those of numberlessness. (22-24) 
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~~q~Cbq{l'f~~ ~I 

'3i~~ICblq{l'f~TR_ ~ ~ (Jff: I 125 I I 
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It is obvious from these details that the world is a matter of contemplation 
between the part and the whole. (25) 

i3fa': ~~~Cbl~ ~<a:i~Pci("iqa1 I 

q~ITQ:ch ~ ~~ftfaCb~~ll: I 126 I I 

All the fifty sounds including vowels and consonants in their varieties are divided 
into eight groups and are numbered in eighty-one forms including those of half 
a mora as well as lengthened to mores more than one. (26) 

~ ~m ~ '3lti'f1~1(·rn~a: 1 

~ (Jff: ~Ra«11J°'f l~Cb'l I 127 I I 

a«11Ra ~ ~ q~~R11 I 

This has already been brought to light including those of half a mora. Now the 
question arises in contradiction of this statement that all sounds including those 
of half a mora are precisely not numbered at eighty-one since it is said by Pa:r:iini, 
who is conversant with the nature of words that all udatta sounds when preceded 
by a svarita are pronounced in half a mora. (27-28a) 

Thus this consciousness is just like an oblation put into the fire of pronunciation. 
(28b) 

~ ~~~d'6q()h1Ulj ij()hqlef!Cb'( I 

~ ~ di5'1lfl\J1~~ I 129 I I 

Thus the whole group of cakras is no way different from consciousness. It needs 
to be used in keeping with coverage of the forces of the Lord, namely, creation, 
sustenance, concealment, dissolution and favour. (29) 
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'Cf{Tq'U W ~~:I 

'1l~fl~ICl~q1 g gm fci"~IRiffriOld I I 30 I I 

The three Forces of Him, namely, the higher, the higher-lower and the lower 
respectively are effective in creation, sustenance and dissolution, while the 
fourth in the form of the goodwill is responsible for the ultimate stoppage from 
all activity. (30) 

w;q~~j~~g~~I 

gij fci"~ '1l~fl~IClfllRfil1 I I 31 I I 

That Light of Consciousness has been indicated to at each step in course of 
this exposition as obtaining in the form of viik, speech in the vocal organ. In its 
fourth and the final step this Consciousness needs to be considered as quietude 
in the form of the goodwill of the Mother. (31) 

~~ fci"~~ fi:ll~<:'lrifll<:'li TR'fl{ I 

~ ~Tlffitl«f!Cffi QOc6tCh1(1 ~:I 132 I I 

That goodwill is experienced in the form of the experiencer's experience of 
oneness with the entire world. Thus gets fulfilled the promise of the author in 
regard to the ultimate oneness of the experiencer with the entire creation. (32) 
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Individualistic Approach to Siva-Hood 

~s~ ("q("q(C\1-0'i~~T: iiJ'H:i'rd: I 

ll~a~€>fsm J:1
1

r=m11101~ ~1ciar"'<1~ 1 

d54H'H .. <HrRl~"ll" Pcl-'31rsil'*!fcli.r ~I 111 I 

Now is being recounted the method of entrance into one's inmost being, which 
is in order for dealing with. It has been talked about in various ways how to 
attain Siva-hood through the individualistic approach to the Reality. (1) 

d'"ffisczuorcifl6!'11111i8rctffi ~~I 

d'"ffisftf ~~ dl<dRliiJ'11~2!'{ I 12 I I 

Having attained fulfilment through the individualistic approach, the aspirant 
needs to rest himself in the state of Sakti, followed by the same in regard to 
Sambhu. This is the obvious course of spiritual practice. (2) 

~~ iiJ'1'r~afcl~ei11~111ft~-~ 1 

'3Rrs ~ f.ttj ("ql~l1'1rRl~Tfu ~~Cl"(C\ql{ I I 3 I I 

Proceeding along this course of spiritual practice the aspirant needs to fill himself 
with his oneness with Bhairava unmindful of the triplicity of the approach, via 
entrance into himself along with the entire world in his bosom. (3) 
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~s"tj ~1=H"Cl(Cl41'f~~T: q(~~'11 I 

This method of entry into oneself has been suggested by the Creator Himself. 
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Concordance of All Scriptural Provisions 

3i~'i:ild fl'1©Hi ~11e11011J?i$ ~I 
"\ . 

~ ~a~1ci~~~Ji~tt1-.:.-I S <:r ~a:i~ci=(H~C ~: I 11 I I 

J:1RIRP1jflotnir ~ ~ ~ I 

Now is being spoken of the point of concurrence of all scriptural detail. On 
this point, it is obvious that the entire following is of age-old antiquity. It is on 
account of this factor that it has been characterised as agama, tradition. (1-2a) 

31 ;~p:f di RRc61 ~ J'I R!;A+; q;ifl Cl c61 I I 2 I I 

fCI 1 th"rt=Ci a tTI a:ff4n 'tl fc6 ftl lf1tTI 1 iRt : 1 

Inclusion and exclusion are the criteria of prevalence of any principle. These 
criteria are obvious from one's own experiences and not to talk of the collective 
experience. (2b-3a) 

~1~1~<tlq1~~11a11 

·~ ~ ~ ~ ai ~~l~Cf51'{ I 

Even perception is dependent on the eyesight, the consciousness of the perceiver 
as well as presence of the object to be perceived. And yet it needs to have its 
root in its traditional admittance. (3b-4a) 
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.3ffem :~ ::Jf"Rf ~ ~: ~T~: I I 4 I I 

~ ~ JCb'il~ni ~ q~~ ~~I 

Take, for instance the case of a newly born child lying in a room enclosed with 
all kinds of objects. It is all alone and is hungry. Under such a circumstance what 
should it do, what should it take, by what should it see and where should it go? 
( 4b-5a) 

~ ~~k11cilUf ~S~ ~~I 15 I I 

q~cm) ~ cnftr ~~IB: fi:wfl~Rt I 
ilattl~Cll~lq ~ ms;:qqoqRn:Cf)~ I 16 I I 

What is most likely to happen in such a situation is that whatever it happens to 
see, taste and touch and get satisfied with, it takes up after several trials deciding 
to accept or reject as per its wish. (5b-6) 

~ mt~syq <:fismci~~: I 

"ffisyq 5'11'CIH:Hl(C)q~'1~fqf{Cf)~<:1: I 17 I I 

~ m'tlj'1111f"4~11~'1111H11~\J1: I 

It is important to note that the choice of the child of the inner being for a certain 
object in such a case is determined by the impression of its some prior experience, 
vasana. (7-Ba) 

5'11'CllflofNvfldia~~ I 18 I I 

~~~~vw:ra1 

Dependence of the choice of the child on some prior experience is by means 
determined by its immediate insight, pratibha. For instance natural propensity 
of the child for eating clay cannot be considered as spontaneous. (8a-9a) 

5'11'Cll("t.flq\Jflcfl ~~T: m ~ "Cl'ro1T I 19 I I 

:murT iJ~P1<:11 W:i ~: 4'tcTChl~c6l 1 

If contemplation be based on some prior experience, it ought to have its source 
in prior actuality. (9b-10a) 
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;:rq ~3'1~tllq 00 dli:l~Rl~'1: I I to I I 

~ :qfu~«i "4111 ~cm ~RI ~i$•k11'l I 
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Each and every pattern of behaviour is not dependent on immediate judgement. 
If actuality of behaviour be determined by prior experience, it ought to be 
applicable equally well everywhere. (10b-11a) 

'icfc~t.i1q\J"flf4~P11'Ttfi m q:q~~lP{ I 111 I I 

~cf$1~q tflct>~P-1 :~~ ~ SU I 

If its tradition were to be explored to its original source via the tradition, the 
tradition is sure to have its root in someone Omniscient. (11b-12a) 

a:ic:rn1(1 fg-~~: cfilsfCJ ~I 1121 I 

d'11~cf$1'icf~'11~aJtll ~ fu~llRI I 

It may be contended that the source of experience in all cases cannot be traced to 
some Omniscient Agent even so it cannot be proved to have its root in someone 
who is not all-knowing, since there is no instance to exemplify it. (12b-13a) 

~§~cf$1'icf~ ~ lfR ~ ~ I I 13 I I 

lofl'llqqifog~fu~~IB~~: I 

~~~sm ~: qrfr~CR: I 114 I I 

Since Lord Bhairava has hundreds of instances to support His agency in this 
regard concerned with enjoyment as well as redemption, He needs to be 
contemplated as that source. (13a-14) 

~~~~~ICf>lll'Pll~i ~: q(RHI'{ I 

~Tref~ ~ ~ICf>lajdlq~I(~({ I 115 I I 

This tradition is rooted in this fact both individually as well as universally. Having 
travelled along the route of admittance by scriptures alternatively, it is ought to 
be accepted as the basis of all patterns of behaviour in this society. (15) 
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~: ~jq\J'flciRi ~1ciqc11~•1'1Pl'f'( I 116 I I 

3il{Olf~ q{ ~ 1" ~:I 

13q\J'flciRi irTq:g ~:I 117 I I 

Since all patterns of behaviour on this earth beginning from early childhood 
are based on this fact which has been approved of fundamentally by the Saiva 
system of philosophy, anyone else is sure to be incomplete and therefore needs 
to be considered as inadequate to lead to redemption. Those who follow them, 
deserve to reap the fruit of their following as per that limitation. (16-17) 

€4l(rlllq1~syq ~~I 

a~Ri<c1l!CI ~I 118 I I 

Even on the expiry of the stage of childhood since this desire for food remains 
intact in the form of enjoyment of the sense experience, it needs to be treated as 
due neither to perception nor to inference. (18) 

~ C61C4~ ~~TT~IS:Cf51ql~"l ~~fi1a: I 

~~i11fcp11;fl~ ~: ~1€G'11R'iC61 I I 19 I I 

There does not remain any scope for any kind of mistake nor for doubt in the 
case of the self-proved, which remains beyond the range of condemnability, 
depend as it does on the capacity of being expressed in words. (19) 

lllg: ~ ~ ~~~ \i11gfiJ~I 

fCl~d~CI~~ ~cf~~ ~ ~icfx: I I 20 I I 

Since the self-proved depends on the very nature of the self, it does not leave 
any scope for doubt in it. As it is self-formed, it is omniscient and prone to be 
self-satisfying. (20) 

~ ~rcraT ;:rn:<:r d 11:4~ I~ lj~ 1f{Jn '( I 

a1ciffiqci ~~~~~I 121 I I 

3HW•w111:J~~ ~~~~I 

Q!i ~rc«q)s1i ~ ~ w-rl I I 22 I I 
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So far as its dependence remains on Siva, it continues to remain being followed by 
the Self as also inadmissible to doubt. Wherever there is the scope for intervention 
of anyone else, the follower takes it fpr granted. On account of the probability 
of attaining Siva-hood through it, the individual takes it for granted. (21-22) 

~~~~~~Rrl 
~ful~:~~~~qftr~:l 12311 

It is only the Saiva tradition as inspired by the all-seeing Lord which leads people 
to both the path liberation as well as enjoyment. (23) 

~4Cf51'f'1'1~ ~:I 

~Rl~3 Cf5eft~Cf5 ~~~:I 1241 I 

No matter whatever be the objective, whether standard of conduct of life, 
earnings of livelihood, procreation or liberation, whether completely or partially 
irrespective of all these peculiarities, if there is any satisfactory mode of conduct; 
that is only the Saiva. (24) 

affiff?q~q~~~1~Rl::4 Cf5efl~lfllf.:t I 

Rl:::t1q1q'1q4~nsftf 1" ~ ~I 125 I I 

Although here also there is variety in the subjects of the matter provided for, 
yielding different kinds of results through different ways of acquisition, yet there 
is no self-contradiction amongst them. (25) 

Jifcbcb ~ m"&i ~ q13iJ U::4Cf5'( I 

~<111ta;;q1q~Tref ~ifl;f)'fd;;;tul'( I 126 I I 

fu«9:1"*1d'"54~~ ~ ~ iffi": I 

.i!{jfC1i8-=GIR3 ~ ~: I 127 I I 

There are such varieties of traditions as those of earthly origin, Vedic origin, 
Sankhya, Yoga, Paficaratra, Bauddha, Jain, Logic, Vaise~ika, Siddhanta Tantra, 
Sakta, etc., all of these have their origin in Brahman, yet as recorded in texts 
like Svacchanda Tantra, etc. it is Siva Himself who in the form of Sadyojata, 
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Vamadeva, Aghora, Tatpuru~a and Isana has propounded all the doctrines of 
Saivisim in various forms. (26-27) 

1:1~Cf5::f lfCI ~ ~l3i'Plllft'1: I 

fifcf)l(H1P1::f lfCI ~m Ri:ls;:1TI'4<:1IRct5"l I 128 I I 

Consequently, as there are various doctrines, prescribed in Vedic and related 
systems for the sake of people of different stages of life, even so is here, too, in 
regard to evolving the ideal of emblems of Siva-hood from within oneself. (28) 

ir~ <:1'::f"" '{4~ "1-Wl" ;fffiu.13f1ITT'l I 

qj~qRJ ~ qF5iHl::f lcri "'1" B11=H~<:11'{ I 129 I I 

As any result of an earlier stage of life does not get transferred to a later stage, 
even so Siva-hood does not get transferred to Paftcaratra, etc. (29) 

q;q; ll:Cllll'1©f'ilf1::f J!~Cf5~Trer: I 

Wi~l~tnlCll~el1~14!ici1ttiij ~ f.ifGoa'{ I I 30 I I 

There is one tradition, under which get accommodated all traditions beginning 
from the practical commonsense up to Vai~J)avism, Buddhism, etc. and that is 
the Saiva alone. (30) 

m:ir ~ qf ~ tTT1T ITTl ~~~I 

~~~~jtllAI l3t I I 

if~ ~~IS::~tj ~I 
~ :q1fU1aq~ ~ m ~ ~Tref(f: I I 32 I I 

The supreme objective of Saivism is attainment of oneness amongst the three 
factors, namely, the individual, the universal and the Transcendent which has 
been expressed by the word trika, trinity in its own peculiar sense without harming 
anyone of them anyway. This is the sense intended behind the use of the word 
kula, all-inclusive, for it. It is used in the same sense in which irrespective of the 
locational disparity between the head and the sole, the entire body is regarded 
as an organic whole on account of being stimulated by one and the same life­
force. So is the prevalence of the idea of trinity behind all traditions. (31-32) 
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-'3fl11~1Jl~Ji mcffi q~roJ1PciciDia'l 1 

~~~~~ ftl<~a~tlf<la'{ I I 33 I I 

~~furf~~~S~I 
"!fm ~~ Wf3410li ~M'i"fl: J:IRlfQ)a'{ I I 34 I I 
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All rational deliberation apart, it has also been stated in the Sastra known as 
Kalikula that the common essential factor behind all the eighteen kinds of 
traditions of divergent origins underlies them is the idea of kula, integrality in 
the same ways as good fragrance throughout the entire flower, oil throughout 
the sesame seed, ti/a, life-force throughout the body, even so the idea of organic 
unity pervades all the scriptures of the traditions. (33-34) 

~ qci111ifls~ ~mfuCf51Rftl1 1 

~~ m J'lfu~Jt ~~&JTTT I I 35 I I 

fri&:i mrT q1~<1~· ~~¥Jq 1 f4"Glkl I 

<:J(J: B~: ~ ~ fCli'8"G~mf.l I I 36 I I 

Saivism is such a tradition which though one differs in shades as per its 
practicability by followers of different range of ability. So is its publicity in 
keeping with the difference between those who are insiders of it and those who 
are outsiders. According to the Svaccanda Tantra, Sankhya, Yoga, Paiicaratra 
and the Vedas all have their common root in Siva and therefore they need not 
be condemned. (35-36) 

qCf5f'11e:11111~a (5lus1'5los1 oqcfi~a1: I 

~ tg<Pl'il~~-:q vRT ~~:I 137 I I 

These various traditions have emerged from one and the same common one and 
have been accepted as such in the commonsense of the society in parts which 
keep different sets of people wandering among them having got confused. (37) 

3i~Cf5P 111qiif s ftf CITT'LIT ~ I 

3lCI"~~ J'll'ilOl!fu~~ I I 38 I I 

JFll°m ~ Cf)tQlfCI J'll'ilO?Oj fu~l!Rt HCf'l I 
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In the case of admittance of several traditions, it is necessary to define their 
difference of topic and position of each in relationship to the rest in regard to its 
higher and lower value for the sake of determining its validity. In the absence of 
such a definition and determination, no one would be held as valid decidedly. 
Neither the criterion of durability would suffice in such a situation nor that of 
absence of consistency. (38-39) 

,~~SG!lj&iCI J'll'110£i ~~:I 

~~ldll~dl CfftC<:tlCl~kQ~ WRR I 140 I I 

3iRu:l~ 1 1: flcf~IGQPl'1~:<:11qef>11~: I 

Even acceptance of both these criteria goes to prove the validity of Saivism itself. 
Acceptance of any other criteria such as explanation of a particular tradition in 
a different way would involve acceptance of the validity on account of false 
fabrication or just appreciation. In such a case, this criterion would falsely extend 
to other traditions also and thus would suffer from imprecision. (40-41a) 

,3lCf~~ ~6Q~'4111 3iPl'1'11'1~ I 141 I I 

3fCl'~lflq6Q~~ffa:91€51~GOl~(c;qo1'{ I 

~S~ ~ «<'l: Q)ijiCIH:l~\ll <IB: I 1421 I 

3fffisftir-l ~MCll'l cfilsftf ~: 1 

MM;q ~~ ~(c;GQd ~RT I 143 I I 

~~:~¥N~~I 
~~ .gfr~~iR ~ ~11€51~&1'1'{ I I 44 I I 

Acceptance of any tradition as decidedly practicable may, therefore, be taken as 
its ultimate feature supportive of faith in it. If effort were to be put on its main 
contention that may be most likely to bear fruit. Acceptance of such a tradition 
is possible on account of instigation of Sambhu himself which is obviously a 
matter of very rare opportunity. Thus, it is Sri Sambhunatha who has associated 
me with such a valid tradition. ( 41 b-44) 
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0illlrRH~ ~~ ~SCl~Hl'k11 I 

.'3f!RFArR~~gGCI ~~:q- ~WC!ar I 

~~~~i8~.S~l ltl I 

~~rrs~: ~Tir ~: chl~llqCh1fo: I 

;rc:rf4: ~~rrseffif '1Clchllls:l~«H'( I 12 I I 

Tantras like Siddha have indicated and my teachers have explained how the text 
of the Saiva system had been authored by Bhairava and Bhairavi and studied 
by Svacchanda, Lakula, AI)urat, Gahanesa, Brahma, Sakra and Brhaspati in a 
descending order by a crore of verses at each level which originally comprised 
nine crores of verses at each stage of transmission from the predecessor to his 
successor. (1-2) 

q~«kt) ~: chlll'ir::trct ~ ~Jlofctr'{ I 

~ ~ ~ 4ciafRR:J Q;Cf :q- I I a I I 

~ :q- ci11111R'Rf: ~ ~ :q- 1 

q1&q1~ g ~ q1&qli~(j msq-{: I 14 I I 

RiQrllrii mr: ~rGCr~fil m1i'r ~ I 
~ Clr~Rh'11'11ll: ~: ~~T ~I 15 I I 
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Out of nine crores of verses when only one crore remained by way of study at the 
stage of Brhaspati, the same were divided into four. Out of one-fourth of those 
verses, one-fourth was transmitted to seer Yamana, etc. and half to Bhargava, 
half of it to Vali, half of it to Simha, and one-fourth of the same to Garw;ia, the 
son of Vinata and one-fourth of the rest to Vasuki, the serpent. Thus, until now 
the original number passed through as many as seventeen stages of reduction. 
(3-5) 

~ uquITS~ ~ UJITS~: I 

fcr41~oljl511&1q ~~I 16 I I 

{51og~Cf5H~~~ ~~:I 

~ ~ tjlQOtSfOS ~:I 17 I I 

Half of the remainder was brought to the earth from the heaven by Ravar:ia. Out 
of the same, half was imparted to Bibhi~ar:ia by Ravar:ia. Out of the same, half 
was imparted to Rama by Bibhi~ar:ia by way of transmission from the teacher to 
the taught. Thus, the total number got divided as many as nineteen times. In this 
transmission it got divided eight times from the total by way of remainder of the 
half and one-fourth. (6-7) 

~ iM'1~m3n{CJOQ~ ~~=I 
eif%act5~•H45"GIC1jf1~ a:rrqc6 &m fuH: I 18 I I 

~s=r frl~lllofi ~~rr T4tt11R~ci ~ 1 

~ ~ g TflJ1T 1" Cf51fugml ot1C1fi8&1811 I I 9 I I 

The denominations of division are one-fourth, piida, the remainder, mula, 
uddliiira, uttara, vrliaduttara, kalpa saritliitii and anuttara. The last stage is 
comprehensive. The deities of these numbers are elucidated through enlargement 
of the number. At the ninth stage, the exact number has not been mentioned 
following which there is no division. (8-9) 

{l'1l&.1~&'101tt1f'ili\ Rl~1~t<:frsf(J ~: 1 

~~"tj" ~ mf1RT 70Cl{lttid: I I to I I 
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From Rama the wisdom was passed on to Lak~mal)a, from Lak~mal)a it got 
transmitted to Siddhas, from Siddhas to Danavas, from Danavas to Guhyakas, 
from Guhyakas it was passed on to yogins and then to kings. (10) 

~ ~ ~ w:i Cblef!H:HIElCll I 

00 .i!f1Cboo11~~1Rl ~ 3iClkH'"{ I 111 I I 

::(ll¥qCbl'1d:Cbl~~m ·~ ~ I 

&lll&~ :q-~: ~ ~TCf~mR I 1121 I 

In course of passage from one to another when it got corrupted, the Siddhas got 
incarnated by the permission of Srikamha (Siva). From amongst these Siddhas, 
Tryambaka rejuvenated the non-dualism, Srinatha the dualism in non-dualism 
and Amardaka the dualism under the discipline of Saivism. (11-12) 

3{Jmll" 'Cf1;qlfl ~ ~ 5~~*>%1' I 

"ff"~:"fffiR:~RtfGoa:111a11 

'3m~~s~ ~: fiaRl*>'ilii 1 

~~1tlifciffilo1r: ~IB~Tmi ~:I 1141 I 

While the tradition of Tryambaka remained continued and that of Amardaka did 
via his daughter. Therefore, the tradition of him is known as half the Tryambaka. 
Thus, three and a half tradition accrued out of Tryambaka via as many schools 
and inheritance and got diversified into hundreds of branches via the continuity 
of disciples from one stage to another. (13-14) 

~cc:fiaRtroa :~ 1 

fcrt.m:r a~1Mlc6isri ~ ~Cbefll"'(~l'"{ I 115 I I 

'3m1t11Rl+>41~llcqrcfl- f?tolft1as~ 1 

This work, namely, Tantraloka is flowing like a stream of sweet water having been 
filled with the essence of all these traditions. Now, it embodies in its exposition 
finally the quintessence of all these streams of wisdom in its all-comprehending 
sweep and hence deserves acceptance as such. (15) 
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13mwfl~q m ~CfQU JACfldd I 

JAfu~13q\Jfl~llll'tef~~ i3WT1f: I t I 

If the standard of behaviour as expounded in the foregoing chapters is acceptable 
practically in life, this tradition of wisdom needs to be practised upon. (1) 

"ll"m Jifchq:;~1S2:lf 1;::qCf5ef1~ ad'lfuRia: I 

("IJ:ll~~CfQ{("d&Rl§q~ dd'lfuRia : I 12 I I 

As, from the worldly viewpoint, any standard of behaviour gets approved of 
owing to its approval since long as such, even so is the possibility of Saivite 
wisdom due to its time-tested antiquity. (2) 

~~llJl8iaci:i ~rra-~~~Tf.f I 

itHcti:lh#IS'"Sq1~llatj a~qflaCf>'{ I 1 a 1 1 

If anyone takes up any tradition for practice, he is sure to accept it as a whole. 
If, however, it proves to be capable of bearing only partial result, he has to go 
against its acceptability. (3) 
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irm ~~~:~IS:,Cf>~lit~ ~I 
at!i ~~~ ~(Cl~a: I 14 I I 

As it happens on taking resort to the Garu<;li Vidya that the patient of snake­
bite becomes sure of getting free of the danger of the poison, so is the case with 
recourse to Bhairava in regard to the removal of the effect of action. ( 4) 

~ q1a~~ffi a~ffii;q111~TRH 1 

3lT~~:~~ll511 

What has been characterised in the Vedic tradition as a cause of downfall on 
account of its leading to the womb of delusion, the same proves effective in 
fulfillment. (5) 

rreq ~~4~4~~~ ('1i:qltq ~ ~I 

~~~~SJW~l 161 I 

This is so on account of the Saiva tradition having been envisaged by Siva who is 
omniscient, as is evident from His following leading to unique results. (6) 

if~M'ffiCl~d'fClljCll~d: I 

i3nf ~ ~Pcl~<d ~ ~m ~I 17 I I 

As against instructions imparted by lesser traditions proves to be effective from 
statements in admiration of it by anyone else, the effect of following Saiva 
tradition is realised by practitioner himself directly. (7) 

As compared to the source of higher tradition in higher self-consciousness, the 
lower traditions have their source in lesser self-consciousness. As such, the latter 
prove to be lower in their approach. (8) 
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':mi:~~~~~l 1911 

While in the higher tradition the lust for life in the world is rejected even having 
got it fulfilled, in the lower traditions the same becomes stuck to which obviously 
is indicative of its having been delusory. (9) 

.13f1'1&H"G~~ m-ffi 't:I" ~RT I 

•;ft~qlcpo:j ~~~~I I 10 I I 

~ 5'1'1101~fu&I'"( ~qqqp1tj ~I 

It has been observed by Lord Siva Himself in scriptures like Ananda Sastra that 
the instructions imparted by seers involve great distress and yet yield unstable 
and limited result having been followed. As such, they do not deserve to be 
approved of by the wise and in place of them it becomes imperative to take 
resort to Saiva tradition itself. (10-lla) 

~ q1a~~ffi a&~<:{ CWT~mR I 111 I I 

3:rr~~:~~I 

What has been regarded in the Vedic tradition as a cause of downfall on account 
of its leading to the womb of delusion, the same proves effective in quick 
fulfillment in Saivism. (llb-12a) 

<:rm ~~~ :~l~Cf)1;;:ufu~ ~I 112 I I 

~ ~~l~Chl~{q~a: I 

This is so on account of the Saiva tradition having been envisaged by Siva Himself 
who is omniscient as is evident from following the Saiva tradition leading to 
unique results. (12b-13a) 

,3i$l~ljq~~~fi&~StR~mR I 113 I I 

q;afuqlflH~] 116J'1q~zj" ~rcr~m:Rl{ 1 

&lqlcJi ~ 't:1" .s!fl'1'flj1Cf)oo~~efl~qfr I I 14 I I 

~q16ftl~ ~rrci" fii<q~f.i :-i!tlHt~&~ I 

.l>'ll'dlfll g <:r~ ~I 115 I I 
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~ q*!Pclti m-ffi ~1~ff.13(~ff.l~a'{ I 
q*ltfla ~ m-ffi -Yi}injlct>06~m:Rl{ I 116 I I 

-e:~~~Tm Rm:~ ~Stlffilll 

~~~:~111711 

Due to its root in ignorance and lack of instructions the lower tradition is like a 
snake-bite, contrary to which is the position of the Saiva tradition. Therefore, it 
needs to be accepted for practice. There are two ultimate authorities behind it, 
namely, Srikantha and Lakulesvara. Thus this tradition is a confluence of two 
streams and hence has the prospect to lead to the ultimate end. Out of these the 
older one by virtue of its scope of offering redemption as well as enjoyment, gets 
diversified into five streams, namely, the stream of consciousness, the spring of 
delight, dominance of will, dominance of knowledge and dominance of action. 
Therefore, it has been characterised as one of five streams. This stream again 
gets diversified into eighteen. Therefore, it is the best of all moreover on account 
of its diversification into sixty-four streams ultimately. (13b-17) 

~'f &11~~~ m-ffi 'qTTCfffi ~ I 

~:cfl6tF1*l~~:l l181 I 

'P.311 Pclilfu a~lfrl ji;J'foswi ~I 

It has been stated in texts like Ananda Siistra, etc. by Lord Bhairava Himself 
that this tradition is combined form of two streams, namely, the right and the 
left. Mantra and Vidyii, Mudra and Maf)l/.,ala are their additional features. (18-
19a) 

'f+1::flOI~ ~ 'f":;;tl@i M~ I I 19 I I 

\3cflG:M1'f IGQlll: m ~ ~~ I 

'f":;;tJ'IR!6'2Rl!J<;1 a&IGQlll1CF>l<CF>'{ I 120 I I 

~ fll<jffi ~ ~~ ~lctltclll'{ I 

~ cfl6'qgtilll'{ I 121 I I 

~q]i~sfQ~:I 

That which is meant for contemplation and is capable of extension of the 
life-force, is mantra while vidyii is that which gets its support from as well as 
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fulfilment in mantra. The latter get its object reflected in mantra. Mudra is the 
image of mantra as well as complementary to leading it to fulfilment. Mm:ilf,ala is 
the decoration as well as essence of Siva. Since all these four aspects of the seat 
are complementary of one another and therefore form its varieties. (19b-22a) 

JrqH&:llnfll d'"fll" ~~~:I 122 I I 

~ ~ dnG:WRFs~ I 

~~~~d"ml 12a11 

iRfr ~ ~ cil q~Gd ~1n UfPl 1 

It is on account of dominance of the element concerned that they get 
differentiated from one another. The differentiation is stated for the sake of 
according importance to the form concerned. Each one of these aspects of the 
system is diversified into four and out of mm:ilf,ala, mudrikii, mantra and vidyii 
each latter one is higher in status than the its predecessor. (22b-24a) 

fcle:i1Q'loJ:1trr-i ~ fucalfl~~~cifl11a'{ I 124 1 

~ m mr 111~wflfc1"1flfln<'l I 
The Siddhayogisvari viewpoint has pre-eminence of vidyii in its while the 
Miilinivijayottara Tantra is the ultimate essence of it. (24b-25a) 

~ -i3fl<("f'11&tl~ffo:~ ~Till I 125 ~I I 

3f~l~a~ftl( g ~I 
~~~~~m=RI 12611 

fu cal ;fl Cf)lf ~ '1 W11 ll IR{CifGi a'{ I 

~ tl<;Cb'1f~q crr:f fuR9:ff'11~&t'{ I I 27 I I 

~~~oti ~~i @JlRtfclciPfa'{ I 
~fcle:i1fc1811 ~ ~ ~ ~: I I 28 I I 

It has been stated by Lord Siva Himself in Ratnamiilii that the entire essence of 
Tantra in its left and right both the aspects combined form the trika system known 
as kaula. The Siddhiinta Tantra has predominance of action in it. Therefore, 
it talks of the malady caused by delusion of action and atomicism. As such, 
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it is considered as the right aspect of Tantra while the left one is dominated 
by terrific undertakings and is replete with the possibilities of fulfilment of 
desires. The left side of Tantra suffers from scarcity of virtue, is troublesome 
in its undertaking and shorn of self-confidence as well rid of the possibility of 
redemption. Therefore, it needs to be abstained from a distance. (25b-28) 

q~'(f)I~ ~ ~ f?tfclCh(Ytj ~Kfll I 

jffi~q~~~~l291 I 

The disciple gets liberated at the same moment the teacher imparts to him 
redemptive Light of Consciousness. Thence onwards only his body continues to 
operate as a machine. (29) 

The source of these streams of ideas right from the eternal state of transcendent 
reality has been exposed in detail in the text titled Miilinislokaviirtika. (30) 

Dl$11~~a ~ aill: I 

qq 1'cR'11jqi'H'145M •11Rq1'1~ I I 31 I 

One who is desirous of understanding the same may be capable of learning 
about it from that source itself. As regards starting the same ideas again, we do 
not entertain any desire for reaping the fruit of repetition. (31) 

~~ ~~~'11ql~1\J\Jflq'jfcffi'1Ql45M'( I 

~~f¢:ta'1Ql'ifPl~lil&.l'1 ~I I 32 I I 

~ ~tl.§lf5fjq1~q~~ ~I 

Having received those ideas from that source the reader certainly gets the great 
result of life in the form of enjoyment as well as redemption immediately. That 
text embodies the quintessence of the entire scripture of such a system which is 
realistic and hence deserves to be taken up for practice in life. (32-33a) 

Indological Truths



Conclusion and Deliberation 

~IBT dfi:liSl~'1 ~ llElUOl+'ftl :JC1'11CIJlll'( I 

ffi!EJ11Us'f<:'l•H'1'fil~( g ~fil?(llCl\Jf ~ ~: I I 33 I I 

'l{{IR«CljS{'i°la?is~ ~ 

~~~~I 
Cfql4:1:;f fi.l:;t 1 IRl'i_4~P~~nfq-
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Though this group of creation known as the egg of Brahman and thirty-six 
constituent components is infinite and attractive yet except for peculiarities 
there is nothing enjoyable in it. Though it is adorned by seven planes of being 
such as bhul:r, etc., I think ours is unique source of enjoyment. Where there is 
any state of being where the sun and the moon adorn the day and the night with 
their peculiar movements and turn it into the resort of enjoyment. (33b-34) 

(i:;flfq:q~­
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There also exists the Kumarika dvipa with its excellence amongst the other parts 
of the world by virtue of having all the objects of enjoyment of heavenly value in 
it where also beginning from the lower to lowest and ending unto Siva anyone 
has the privilege of ascension to excellence. (35) 

~~~ 
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What is the use of being reborn in the world which is the abode of those who 
suffer the consequences of their actions of prior lives in comparison to the house 
of unmixed delight. This is so because people generally expect satisfaction from 
the future possibilities of delightful experience instead of remaining contented 
with the present status itself. (36) 
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On this entire earth, there is a relatively more magnificent country known as 
Kanya Kumari where is found the eyesight of higher kind of scriptures. In this 
abode of blinds from the very birth, as the world is, here there is no place for 
such a condemned state of being where eyes of all have got ointed by the main 
source of light which is the sun. (37) 
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Madhya Desa is the abode of all the scriptures. Here was born a twice-born a 
relatively more virtuous person named Atrigupta in the lineage of Agastya, who 
in keeping with the capacity of his primeval ancestor (who had drunk the entire 
water of the ocean) who had digested the sea of scriptures in its entirety. (38) 
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King Lalitaditya took him to his part of the country Kashmir respectfully which 
is located on the head of the Himalaya Mountain where dwells Siva, the husband 
of Gauri, for the sake of discourse on rasa, the essence of all kinds of experiences 
of joy. (39) 

~ ~ ~~~ lfP"'lqlfll 
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Where contemplative practitioners of Yoga, munis, dwell at various spots and 
where does dwell Siva Himself all the time, I, therefore, consider Kashmir as the 
proper place of yogic accomplishments, siddhi. There is no place (on the whole 
of this earth) which may compare with Kashmir in this respect nor in respect of 
contentment on fulfilment of all aspirations. ( 40) 

~~ W<~.q~WTI' 
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(Kashmir is such) where Mother Sarasvati, as bright as the orb of the full moon 
of the spring season is established and is famous amongst people at large. She 
is being served satisfactorily by worshippers of the Sal)c,iilya clan of Brahmal)as 
and blesses all worshippers with blessing as aspired by them. ( 41) 

~n~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Where is found wine of four colours yellowish, red, deep red, white and lustrous 
as the flower of the citreous tree known as Matuluilga (Citron), gold and as black 
as the cluster of hair of the women of Keral or seed of lotus. In its stimulative 
effect it lands one to the state of a great devotee of Bhairava. ( 42) 
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Where had vanished the five arrows (named mohita, su$ka, sithila, tapana and 
matta) of Madan, the god of love, on being hit on Siva; now reappear in the 
guise of wine. Otherwise how to account for predominance of love, delusion, 
maddening effect and the fever caused by the desire for sex which keeps the 
entire world day and night overpowered by the wish for conjugal relationship! 
(43) 
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Where the wine known as miirdvika brings maturity in the talk of love of lovers, 
in which part of the world people get engaged confidently and unobstructed 
in the affair of love, where the gods take interest in remaining engaged in the 
delight of the cakras and where it imparts the joy of life and blessedness of 
liberation. ( 44) 
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Which part of the world appears as the park of worship of the three goddesses 
(namely, Mahakali, Mahalak~mi and Mahasarasvati) by means of sprouts of 
leaves of black, red and white, deep red and beautiful sections of saffron plants 
presenting variations in colour. The ground is decorated with flowers of Kashmir 
at every step. ( 45) 
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Where people normally are poetic and wise; where even warriors are articulate. 
Women of cities are lustrous as the moon and charming in their gait. Where 
accomplished female practitioners of yoga are bright as the spark of fire 
particularly due to complete opening of the path of the SU$Umnii nerve in them. 
They are also lustrous as the sky in the state of lunar eclipse. ( 46) 
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Where there is also a city known as Pravara which was built by Pravarasena, one 
of the kings of the land, who got built a temple dedicated to Mahesvara Siva. 
Having ascended in space he created a bell which was rung by sun. ( 47) 
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Having been mobilised the bell by means of its attractive and heroic sounds 
expanded the noble deeds of the king. Those who embody the brilliance of the 
essence of noble deeds of their masters to a weighty extent even though having 
been ignored keep ringing the virtuous deeds of them. ( 48) 
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Heroic young damsels with their faces as lustrous as the full moon, by virtue 
of application of deep red cosmetics to their bodies by means of fans of cane 
of white colour, have been as it were, continuously celebrating the occasion of 
enthronement of the God of love. ( 49) 
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Munis, siddhas and people at large are getting their sins washed out on account 
of taking bath in the mildly vibrating stream of Vitasta River sanctified by 
cosmetics, flowers and perfumes.offered to the accomplished and self-revealed 
emblems of Mahesvara established on the bank of the river. (50) 
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The land which is being kept beautified continuously by the river Vitasta on 
account of having descended from one of the phases of the bow of Siva and 
therefore having the possibility of granting enjoyment as well as liberation 
surpassing the Ganga, the divine river, in its glory. (51) 
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In that city on the bank of Vitasta, the king got created the dwelling of Atrigupta 
facing the temple of Siva who is used to move in the city of Kubera, the god of 
wealth, with a view to facilitate for him continuous sight, darfona, along with 
arrangement of profuse prosperity. (52) 
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It was in the lineage of Atrigupta that in course of time a great person named 
Varahagupta was born. His forehead was decorated as it were by the waves of 
the divine river Ganga and who did great favour to the family. (53) 
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His son was Narasirilhagupta popularly known as Cukhalaka and whose intellect 
was as transparent as the moon and whose inner being, citta was bristling with 
brilliance by virtue of having absorbed the joy of all scriptures and was adorned 
with intense devotion to Lord Siva. (54) 
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Having crossed over the sea of youth by means of the boat of detachment stoutly 
and in a determined way and by virtue of his devotion to Lord Siva and thus 
enshrining himself with gems of it overpowered the difficulties of the world. 
(55) 
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His son has become known with the name Abhinavagupta and has got purified 
by the touch of paraga, pollen of Siva's lotus-like feet. His mother left him (due 
to her demise) in his early childhood. It is the destiny which committed him to 
all the sarhskaras of the future. (56) 
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It is said that mother is the greatest associate of any individual. Her love for the 
child, however, intensifies the bondage to the world. Dissolution of this bondage 
I considered as liberation in life itself. (57) 
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Abhinava was initiated into such a deep discipline as grammar followed by 
purification of his inner being by means of the waves of the sea of logic. While 
he was engaged in experiencing the deep joy of the essence of literature, he got 
eclipsed by the maddening effect of devotion to Lord Siva. (58) 
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Getting engrossed in the devotion to Lord Siva he did not allow himself to care 
for any worldly interest. For further intensification in his devotion he began to 
serve in the households of his teachers. (59) 
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In the delightful lineage of the great ocean of inheritance as the sailor was born 
Erakanathananda. His son was Vamanathananda. As the pillar of fame in the 
sky of Srinatha lineage was born Bhutiraja embellished with the wisdom of his 
father. (60) 
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In the lineage of Tryambaka as the sea, was born as the moon Somananda. 
His son was Utpalanatha and grandson Lak~managuptanatha, From 
Lak~managuptanatha was born Srisambhunatha as the orb of the full moon 
vibrative of the ocean of all knowledge. (61) 
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Besides these, there were a number of other great teachers, namely, Sricandra 
Sarma, Bhavananda, Bhaktivilasa, Y ogananda, Abhinanda, Sivasaktinatha, 
Vicitranatha, Dharmananda, Sivananda, Vamananatha, Udbhatanatha, 
Bhutesanatha, Bhaskaranatha and Mukhanandanatha. (62) 

~ eql(f!Pci(~dl~IQI: ~llf;lfll(-

~~1};1Cf)C:~ll1f ~ fcbMI~ I 

~ zj};ll~4&ftl :q ~ 

fClli'.'tlU't©&Qitf:t~j i:"h"'CleqlHTIS~ I I 63 I I 

These profound scholars of the learning out of his service to them had 
become so kind to him as to accord to him their rights into their respective 
areas distinguishing him from those who were not so conversant in the field. 
Consequently, though self-fulfilled, he engaged himself day and night in the 
service of the cause of learning. (63) 
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With a view to shower his favour on his brother named Manoratha who was 
equipped with the understanding of all the scriptural texts besides being a 
devotee of Siva while he was deciding to live with him, a few persons came to 
him. (64) 
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Among those persons was Kan:ia, the son of Sauri who even in his youth had 
become conversant with the essential of Saivism and elucidated the statement 
of the great yogin Srikf~I)a how one is reborn as a great yogin who left his body 
in the state of yogic siidhanii of higher rank. (65) 
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Srimanda, one of the sons of a Minister was his friend from childhood besides 
being conversant with the essence of all siistras, disciplines of learning. Thus, he 
was decorated equally by both Lak~mi, the goddess of wealth and Sarasvati, the 
goddess of learning having ignored their rivalry between them concerning their 
wifehood of a common husband under the effect of his virtues. (66) 
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Others in the group were his uncle's sons named K~ema, Utpala, Abhinava, 
Cakraka and Padmagupta who had paid scant heed to wealth having been filled 
fully in their hearts with the sense of devotion to Lord Siva. (67) 
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Another one amongst those who had approached him was Ramagupta who was 
conversant with the entire ceremonial aspect of Saivism such as formation of the 
maJJ,<f,ala, circle, etc. and had kept himself continuously engaged in the service of 
our teacher Srisambhunatha. (68) 
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This group was also favoured by the accompaniment of another person who due 
to transmission of Force of Siva and Sakti on him under the spell of Divine Force 
had subjugated his own will. He was innocent of the art of persuasion. (69) 
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The disciple pays homage to his teacher so that he may impart to him the entire 
knowledge of the system concerned in all its depth and may get transmitted to 
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him by the favour of the Divine the entire wealth of the learning along with its 
hidden secrets of homogeneity. (70) 
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This group came to me and communicated to me its desire like an automatically 
ringing musical instrument to the accompaniment of a dancer. It was self­
propelled under the favour of my great teachers which was acting in anticipation 
of sprouting of a great shoot. With the intention to avoid the great impending 
calamity the group madly wished to continue my stay in their excellent city itself 
where from children to grown up persons including even keepers of cows are 
devoted to Lord Siva as if they were living in a hermitage. (71-72) 
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There was a daughter-in-law of the uncle of Mandra whose only ornament was 
the pollen of the lotus like feet of Siva. She was created by the Creator rid of all 
care for worldliness giving to her the significant name Vatsalika. (73) 
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She was compassion embodied like the earth. She was an embodiment of the 
stream of pleasant coolness. She was, as it were, the mature state of renunciation. 
She was like the earth productive of the gem of the essential meaning of the 
truth. (74) 
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Her brother was named Sauri. His inner being, citta, was perfectly purified by 
devotion to Siva. Although having been offered the position of the minister 
to the king, he had renounced the same in spite of the rulership attached to it. 
(75) 

~~~-
zj("ll<CJ~: ~d~Cb~CI I 

~ m1T~ciR~=azj$i 

~117611 

His daughter-in-law and wife of Kan:ia had transcended the lust for worldliness. 
She gave birth to only one child whose name was Y ogesvaridatta. In keeping 
with the meaning of his name, he, as it were, was a gift of the Goddess Herself. 
(76) 
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She became widow in her early youth. Siva, however, owned her as His devotee. 
It is true that those who are in haste of attaining their goal, misfortune attract 
them to the course of their essential destination. (77) 
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One who wore the delight of devotion as the obvious ornament of the body with 
obeisance to Siva as decorative piece of her forehead, listening to instructions on 
Saivism as ear ring and thus considers herself as bearing her good fortune in this 
way, was the sister of Sambhunatha, named Amba who regarded her brother as 
Siva Himself elucidating the truth that those whose intellect has become purified 
in anticipation of the future good fortune do not take the Supreme Truth as 
mere relatives. (78-79) 
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The cousin of Abhinavagupta also was named as Abhinava. He was not only 
virtuous in character but having drunk the delight of true knowledge, he 
continued to entertain ever-growing thirst for it. (80) 
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He was another person whose heart-lotus had bloomed by the touch of Siva's 
rays and thus had become whitened in its glory. He was helped in all these efforts 
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by Lumpaka elucidating how the noble proves helpful in offering the helping 
hand. (81) 
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In this way having stayed at the house arranged for by Vatsalika he could sum 
up all what he had listened to (from his teachers) about the sastras, scriptural 
writings, and absorb the essence by his intellect. Thus he has accomplished the 
writing of this work bearing magnificent meaning by putting together reasoning 
and statements of the essence of the system of Tantra so that having received 
the insight from which people at large may easily conduct the business of life. 
(82-83) 
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Seekers of truth may receive this creation and absorb its instructions in life so 
that they may show their favour to them and to their understanding of essentials 
of the Reality as such. (84) 
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This essence of all scriptural writings has been put together by Abhinava so 
that Siva may bring peace to the organ of hearing of all. It embodies your own 
instigation 0 Lord; it talks about you. Abhinava feels satisfied having completed 
it and please withdraw the world within yourself ii-loka. (85) 
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Parmarthasara 
Essence of The Supreme State of Being 
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I take resort to you, 0 Sambhu, who is supreme, indwelling all dense, 
beginningless, one and yet has entered within all in their inmost caves in different 
ways, resort of all, lies within the mobile as well as the immobile. (1) 

1Mffuqm"!clCf5'11{Ull"f1Cf1 :~:I 

3mffi ~ ~TGQ": ~ q-{lIT~ I 12 I I 

Having moved inside the circle of sufferings of lying in the womb and ending up 
with the event of death, the pupil inquired about the supreme objective of life 
of the Lord who serves as the basis of all. (2) 

NOTE: 

Adhara means Patafijali, the author of the Yoga Sutra, who is regarded by some 
scholars as an incarnation of the Se$aniiga. 

~~act:~l{'{I 

Cf)~lH'Q~'1qj\-O: ~rcr~lm'1~ftzlfl~'1 I 13 I I 
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The teacher Abhinavagupta discusses with the pupil the essence of the same 
from the viewpoint of the yoga of Saivism. (3) 

f.:rvf~-~I 
~IRti'lh~I .: ~~~~~I I.\ I I 

Through the force of the abundance of His glory, the fourfold principles of Sakti, 
Maya, Prakrti, and Prthivi were brought out by the Lord distinctly. ( 4) 

NOTE: 

Prthivi stands for the gross existence. 

d:::4H"1m=~~ ~~:::4djCf){OISCl'"H"H'f1'1'{ I 

mmr'i:f('f;f~~rq~~~:11s11 

Within the limitations of that series of the four principles this entire creation in the 
form of different bodies, organs and modes of being indwells as the experiencer 
Siva Himself having assumed the form of pasu, an animal (or bound). (5) 

~ w:f ~~~:%~Cf): I 
~{'1lj1S1q~q1&q(Ciq~ ~~rrsftf I 16 I I 

As a taintless piece of crystal assumes different colours, even so the Lord also 
does assume the form of gods, humans, animals, trees, etc. (6) 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~'1Cf){~ki ~~~I 

ajCf){OIScl1Clil 'ff~lll'11('11 ~~TR: I 171 I 

As the lunar orb reflected in moving water moves and becomes static in the 
static, even so does the great Lord in the form of the Atman having assumed the 
bodies, organs of sense and action and forms of creation. (7) 

~~msftf ~m ~~~: J:IC6T~ra ~ 1 

flcJ'l<1'1SGQll'11('11 ~~~I 18 I I 
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As the Rahu, though invisible, becomes visible when reflected in the lunar orb 
so does this Atman get reflected in the mirror of the psychic being through 
resort to the object. (8) 

3!le:~ '1WJMl ~ zj ~ ~rn:~ll'll 

~rcr~1Rh%:1~'1#l ~ 'qJfu ~: I I 9 I I 

Just as the face gets reflected exactly as it is in a taintless mirror, even so does 
this Atman shine luminously in the inner being when made taintless by virtue of 
the force of Siva and Sakti instilled into it. (9) 

~ ~ fCll~PI Pcf.1311Rl<:1l '1QH~'l I 

~il9lfi~ct:Cb~JJ1f.h:ffo1'1+'f1~llffiqf{'iuf'{ I I to I I 

~cf~Cf5~~tJ;i ~ ~~ efllfl~ll~81'1'{ I 

t:[Q.~~~~@~~1~~111111 

The world comprising thirty-six constituent fundamental elements gets reflected 
in the higher being in the form of a light, in His fullness, as an abundant source of 
delight on account of His self-reliance and self-dependence as He is completely 
and infinitely filled with the powers of willing, knowing and doing, is free of all 
options, pure and tranquil and as also that of getting dissolved and emerge. (10-
11) 

~qo1fcil~ ~ '111011'1R ~I 

'qJfu ~ ~ ~ ~qo11~ft! ~ I 112 I I 

~~I 
~ ~ "ffifisftr ~ ~ 'J"Pl~act: 1 11a 1 1 

Just as in a mirror the reflection of town, village, etc., with all their variety of 
look appear as different from the mirror as well as amongst themselves, though 
not so actually, even so by virtue of the realisation of the highest Bhairava in His 
absolute pureness, the objects the world consists of look as different amongst 
themselves even in total absence of any such difference. (12-13) 
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(The Absolute) manifests Itself in the form of pure tattvas like Siva, Sakti, 
Sadasiva and Isvara by virtue of Its five forces (cit, ananda, iccha, jfiana and 
kriya) appearing as different from Itself. (14) 

m <:Kl fell<:1qti gtfcft""ll&1 ~~w:r I 

~ ~~Tfcfn: fell~ICl{Oj B.1ei~a~ I 115 I I 

The absolute self-dependence of the Supreme Lord which accomplishes even 
what is difficult to accomplish, is the goddess of the power of creativity, serving 
as a veil of Paramasiva. (15) 

'flll1qftm~eiw~ ~ ~: TfFl q~ 1 

Gf>Hl'lGf>ef!IPlllRICI~~ {llll~EllC1;1R ~:I I 16 I I 

Owing to getting eclipsed by maya, the principle of creativity, the consciousness 
of man becomes impure reducing him to the status of an animal bound by the 
limitations of time, division, and predetermination arising out of attachment 
and ignorance. (16) 

~ fcb~~~&~CI f!CIT~CI VTRTfit I 
'fllllfl~d Gf>'SjGf>l'.llC<>Gf)'fOTI{~( 1 1f&i&jcffPl I 117 I I 

'I know only now, only a little, only this much, only so much with the application 
of the total inner being of myself', this six-fold veil along with maya has been 
said to constitute the inner limitations of the finite being. (17) 

NOTE: 

The six-fold limitations over the pure Self, as referred to in this verse, are, 
obviously, related to atomisation of time, space, causality and maya, the creative 
force behind these limitations due to which Siva turns into jiva. 

Gf)~Gf>f&!CI <:10§ef!Gf>Ol~Pl~'2 ~ I 

~ CT-:g ~~ B.ICl'f liif'j@•goi'l~'1 I 118 I I 
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Just as the inner cover of a grain of rice (lying in-between the husk and the inner 
edible core), though different from the rest, appears as non-different from the 
same, gets separated (through the technique of clearing), even so the six-fold 
covering (around the Self) gets removed through the practice of Saiva Yoga, 
(restoring the Self back to the) status of Siva. (18) 

~ :ls!'TIQ'H:::i f.:r~illl~Cf)~11~'1Hlt:q I 

:q~Rl(~l"fl :(6"(Uf t!R9:'1ilSQ~~Rt ~~T: I 119 I I 

Prakrti consists of the experiences of pleasure, pain and delusion (as born of 
the inner gw:ias, namely, sattva, rajas and tamas) as well as the intellect, manas 
and ahankiira responsible for the functions of determination-indetermination, 
decision and egotism as aspects of the inner sense respectively. (19) 

~~ t!R9:~lllf01 ~~I 

cllefi:q1f01q1~q1~~ Cf)~l11f01 :'ff: I 120 I I 

The sense organs, such as ear, skin, eye, tongue and nose are responsible for 
(receiving) words, etc., (from the outside world) while the organs of speech, 
hand, foot, evacuation and generation are those of action. (20) 

~m@fr~:~:~!f:~I 

f1"'11:::tq&ic:h 'ffil. ~~:~~TI~ wit~ "l'Ftl: I 1211 I 

Of these (sense organs) are the objects subtle and unseparated from their 
substantive elements, that is, the tanmiitras, namely, sound, touch, form, taste 
and smell respectively. (21) 

~aa::("jfpfci~TR'( ~ Pcitllll~ "f aq&iCf)<:11'l 1 

~ ;rq: qci1tti1J1: ~ ~ 12~ ~I 1221 I 

Through the intermixture of these subtle elements, undiversified as they are, is 
produced the group of five gross elements named as space, air, fire, water and 
earth. (22) 
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gtf ~ d0§MChfOIChl'11~1jd J'ICf2Rl'{rtCh: wf: I 

~ecJlq4-'1lS<.f ~ ~ I I 23 I I 

Just as the husk covers from all around the grain of rice, even so the entire group 
of emerging elements from Prakrti up to the earth covers the consciousness as 
its body. (23) 

qpw:noi lWf ~~~~~I 

~ fcrntw;tj il~l*~~fez<:1l ~ I 24 I I 

The final covering is formed by the malas, impurities, including miiyii and the 
rest while the outer one is formed by the gross body as the three sheaths around 
the Atman, Self. (24) 

3i $111 Rf ff! p.:fp 11 ~ Ch'1 fCl ~ ~ 1':1111~11 'l I 

Jlltwll6Ch1111~~5(~011cit!~~a I 125 I I 

Atman as one's own nature, though only one, is understood diversely as the 
object and the subject due to being affected by the darkness of ignorance. (25) 

n1451f01a~1ctRCh1jsl5los1e:i1 tr. -qq I 

~:~q{'11~1:~~:1 l261 I 

Just as squash, molasses, sugar, gulf,a Uaggery), khanlf,a, etc., are the forms of 
the juice of sugarcane itself, even so the different states of the Atman are all the 
statuses of the Lord Siva. (26) 

fcl$111H1~fttrn101fcl{l~~6\J11RfftlosH11: I 

d1Ci61{'11?1~dii ~~ g "1" ~ I 127 I I 

The divisive stream of awareness, the all-pervading consciousness, vital force, 
generation, gross bodies, etc., are matters of sheer practical use and not real. 
(27) 

~ "1"lful :!"*lf541« ~ 'q ~~q4'f1'l I 
'.Hloft46<:1"1 ~rfcfn;f ~ ~rcp::ffi "1"T'1" I I 28 I I 
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The snake is not there in the place of a rope at all and yet one remains afraid of it 
until one's death. So mighty is the force of delusion that it cannot be explained. 
(28) 

~ ~4~(f?w~'t~Rfinof~j/sf5 :(511{ I 

quyj~ oql('tHH:t&fq ~~I I 29 I I 

Similarly righteousness and unrighteousness, heaven and hell, birth and death, 
pleasure and pain, castes and stages of life, etc., do not lie in the Atman and yet 
due to the power of delusion they are there. (29) 

~ ~ ~ ~ :qq;f~l'1Hd~I I 

3i l('t HRlfo:ffi G:lfq ~S<:fll. I I 30 I I 

The darkness of delusion lies in the fact that all the beings are considered as 
different from the Atman though they are one with it, as they become obvious 
only in the psychic light of consciousness. (30) 

Rtfti~:i&fq Rlftl{ftl& 1 1os~IYR ~me: I 

~&'11(1t'"ilfq ~ITT'llOll~lql('t'11f4".Cl'{ I 131 I I 

It is an ignorance enwrapping another ignorance, like a big boil on the cheek, 
that there is projected the sense of Atman over the body and vital breath, etc. 
(31) 

~trn101~'1~~ :i;:iq5iflfl~'1 I 

3miIR C!t<~d ffi vn#R \J11MCf){ ~ I I 32 I I 

How surprising it is that like a silkworm the Self creates a covering around it 
comprising the gross body, the system of vitality, ideation, intellection, knowledge 
and experience of void! (32) 

~$1H~'l1cl1"il("Hl!21~1'1g~~~\J1l('t1'1'{ I 

~~~J;1a11Rt~rcr:l l331 I 
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The Supreme Siva may unveil Himself through the illumination of the abundance 
of His self-knowledge. This is how He spreads out the spectacle of His peculiar 
game of bondage and liberation. (33) 

~ vWI~~~ §3CdfftJa ~I 
~gftil~~~~~l 13411 

Though the states of creation, sustenance and dissolution get revealed in the 
states of wakefulness, dream and deep sleep (of the individual) in the light of 
the fourth state of consciousness and yet they seem to be not concealed by these 
at all. (34) 

vn:nfu~cr ~ fCIG•Hfl\11: J:!Cfil~l'11Ql~I~ I 

Jmr: §CdlClfm $11'1tH~I~ ~: qi~ I I 35 I I 

The state of wakefulness is known as vifoa on account of the awareness of 
the diversity in it. The state of dream is called tejas on account of the glory of 
illumination in it while the state of sound sleep is known as prajna on account 
of the density of self-understanding in it. In the transcendence of these lies the 
fourth (state of consciousness). (35) 

- (lm ~ 1111'1dM'{I 

d&"+illl1Pcief2Rlfinq<l~t.12: q-{: ~: I I 36 I I 

Just as the expanse of the sky does not get polluted by the cloud, smoke and dust 
likewise the Transcendent Puru~a remains unaffected by the deformities of the 
force of creation, maya. (36) 

Q)C6~1' t1c::1111~ ~ ~ ~ '11~1Pt I 

'1~'111"4 ~ vftcrr: ~:~:I I 37 I I 

When the space inside a particular jar becomes dusty, the others do not become 
so, similarly, all these individual selves do not become exactly so while undergoing 
the experiences of pleasure and pain differently. (37) 

~~ ~TRf ~ ~ ~ fcl'1'1QCIRI ~: I 
dfcPIOl~~~¥:q(Jil~:~~l l381 I Indological Truths
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When these constituents (of the covering) become tranquil, satiated and deluded, 
He, too, appears to have become so but really it is not so. (38) 

~~'11~~fCI ~ ffil TT f.h1~~ I 
,3'11~~'11~(Clqj ~ ~~~RI qp11~1 I I 39 I 

The Supreme Lord eradicates the delusion of not-self in place of the Self 
following the eradication of the sense of Self reflected even in the not-self. (39) 

~~ ~'lg11w:f) (iiM~m~~ ~~ 1 

Cf)dCLIH"HChW11 "'1" \il1g qpo:i'1ft1.f1 ~I 140 I I 

Having succeeded in eradicating this twin of delusion root and branch in this 
way a higher kind of yogin has nothing else to accomplish. ( 40) 

~~ s:1~Rl'lr~1 ~a~~~ ~EJ(Clqa1qf21a'{ I 

,~~~(io+i1::4qR~11u11 

The trinity of the objective world comprising the earth, its basic stuff of creation 
along with the principle of creativity gets reduced simply to the state of bare 
existence by the force of contemplation of the non-duality. ( 41) 

?:~1'11~os~Cf)2c:h 'A~~1~1 ~~<icf -irm ~ 1 

~~~~114211 

Just as simply gold remains there to perceive after relinquishing the sense of 
forms like girdle, earring, bangle, etc., even so following the relinquishment of 
all the sense of difference, bare existence remains there to experience. ( 42) 

~~q-{~~~~~I 
,~ ~ ~~ fcl"~ '41~(Clql~l'{ I I 43 I I 

That supreme, pure, tranquil, immortal and non-dual Brahman alone remains 
there in all its homogeneity and reality resting in its Force, Sakti, which is of the 
nature of an illumination (of consciousness). ( 43) 
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~ ~ ~ ~ (1Jqll'Jd ~ :q- \:llfCl(CiqOI I 

,3N{l~Gi~g;rq~I 14411 

Whatever is desired, whatever is cognised, whatever is accomplished and 
whatever has remained unthought of is only in the form of illumination (of 
consciousness) without which it gets reduced into the sky-flower. ( 44) 

!?lfcffi~!?J\M4R 1 1'1£il~'1 (1'1tt1'1fel 'Wt~ I 

~li:H1'1f?t l:f{l{Tij Pcl~z;qa ~q~~'1 I I 45 I I 

It is through the agency of the Supreme Lord known as Siva and accomplished 
by means of His triple weapon (in the form of the forces of willing, knowing and 
doing) that the (world) has got released. ( 45) 

~ :q- ~!?lfiffiJ'l(1 {O li,f)~ 01 ~ ITT{ I 

·~~~~f%{1~ijll~l l461 I 

Again in order to make Himself available outside as well, the Lord has Created 
the three spheres (namely, Maya, Prakrti and Prthivi) through the process of 
projection of Himself via His five forces (i.e., cit, ananda, iccha, jfiana and kriya, 
that is consciousness, bliss, will, knowledge and action respectively). ( 46) 

~ !?lfiffiili,f)ll'31. ilsllfPH ~~:I 

·~ ~: !?lfcffi'1tslili,b'1ll1Cfi4~~: I 147 I I 

The Lord making, thus, move onward playfully the wheel-like machine of forces 
remains Himself occupying the position of the pure mover of the great wheel of 
His forces in the capacity of 'I'. ( 47) 

~ mfu fu!?ci ~ ~ ~ ~c:14Jf?t I 

lfn: ~ ~ fCl"1Pc!Rl::4~fftCl ~I I 48 I I 

"Within me appears the world like the jar, etc., in a taintless mirror. From me 
emerge everything like the various forms of dream from the dreamer". (This is 
what the accomplished yogin experiences). ( 48) 
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·~ fcr~~: Cf)(fl{OllR~oqrq ~ ~: I 

flcJ~"iQ~CI ~ ~ ~l~(Clqf?tci I I 49 I I 
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"It is I who appears as the world having got developed organs like hands, feet, 
etc., as does the body. It is I who sparkles all as a lustre glittering within all 
beings." ( 49) 

~.mm mm ~~P;QC1Pf<:1
1

IS~Cf)affti I 

Rl~HWl'111Cf)f~'f.1?11•1Q~CI {'f.!Qlf?t I I 50 I I 

"I am the seer, the listener, the smeller and the doer, though I am bereft of a 
body and organs of sense and action both. It is I who authors the Siddhantas, 
Agamas and treatises on reasoning of different varieties." (50) 

~~ ia~Cf)~ ~ J'l~ME4 ~ ~I 

~ mffirf Wt ~ ~ Mf.Jl«11~ I 151 I I 

When all the dualities get dissolved in this way, and the deluding Maya also gets 
transcended, one may become merged in Brahman like water in water and milk 
in milk. (51) 

NOTE: 

Cf. B.igveda X.125, the Hymn of Vagambhmi. 

~~ ar=qf!\~ ~ B.~ I 

C6: ~Ttch: cfil ~: ~ 1'1EJ11Cleff!Cf)Ql1: I 152 I I 

In this way, following the transformation of the entire group of essential 
ingredients (of the creation) into Siva, what can remain as a source of sorrow 
and what that of delusion for one who observes Brahman alone everywhere. 
(52) 

Cf)qQ)M p~ Tfr&l1$111'1 eJl'il~CI I 

~ 1%° ajJ1~~ttH4'{lfPTIS~a%H:liC1 I 153 I I 
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Fruits of actions both auspicious and inauspicious are due to delusion as well as 
association. The effect of association is indeed dangerous like the association of 
a honest man with a thief. (53) 

~ICf)dlCIQl<C*2cti "Q" ~Ql~Elljqlfta ~: I 

2l° ~ \J1"f~~ ~:I 154 I I 

Those deluded persons who take resort to the path of ignorance under the 
compulsion of worldly matters, have to move in the circle of birth and death 
bound by the chain of piety as well as sin. (54) 

,3i$111Cf)l~f?!Rf a ~ g Cf)l1fTq I 

Rf <ft\?;qafftci ~ ~~~ ~$111~~Cl~ITT'( I I 55 I I 

Even the effects of actions both virtuous and vicious accumulated long sine 
during the time of delusion get burnt as a heap of cotton by the fire of correct 
understanding. ( 55) 

$111J'llcJi C*2ct'1fti ~ ~ -mfrs~ '1Pf q;-~ I 
~~~rqJC.t~:l 1561 

After getting the right knowledge, actions done (by the doer), do not bear fruits 
and, therefore, how can there be the possibility of his rebirth? Getting rid of the 
bondage of rebirth, he shines as the sun of Sivahood by means of his own rays. 
(56) 

g)t1Cf)'3Cf)fch~llf>Cbj<ffi ~ "Q"~ ~I 

~ ct~IOIC1'1llllCf)if~jifu
2

I ~CllS:,~( ~I 157 I I 

Just as a grain of paddy having got rid of its husk, inner cover and sprout cannot 
germinate, even so this Atman cannot grow the sprout of the world if free of the 
impurities of atomisation, delusion and action. (57) 

~ ~ ~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ f?i\J1~q'l I 

~ ~ ~ffqfu ~ q-{lllij ~IBT ;nfuf I I 58 I I 
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He, who is self-realised, has no sense of fear from anywhere since all becomes 
his own being. Nor does he meet grief (anyway) since there is no destruction in 
the state of the highest destination. (58) 

3iRPll~~&lP I &iU'I {Cl(tlq Pll el< M {"f'5il ll a : I 
3iQq~RI ~~~ q;r ~: ~ 159 I I 

On one having accumulated the gems emerging from the Supreme Reality in 
the extremely secret treasury of the heart, and thus has attained the state of 
experience 'It is I myself who is the greatest Lord', where remains the risk of 
suffering and for whom? (59) 

There is no specific abode of the state of liberation nor does it involve movement 
anywhere else. Resolution of the knot of ignorance resulting in manifestation of 
one's own potency is liberation. (60) 

fti"11~1 .. rnP~Ptaft.e:Q: ~: I 
mf101gollq1cfi Pcu1Qii'1~sl2Rl'r ~:I I 61 I I 

He who has resolved the knot of ignorance and has become redeemed of all 
doubts and has kept himself away from delusions and has got free of the sense 
of both virtue and sin, he becomes liberated in spite of continuing to remain 
alive. (61) 

~ ~ ~m J:1?lQ1ft11da1qRI 1 

~ CJ;if 1" \11"%1~ ~ I I 62 I I 

As a seed burnt in fire loses its potentiality to sprout, even so any action burnt in 
the fire of knowledge becomes incapable of leading to rebirth. (62) 

qf<ftta~R;:;i1 f%" Gf)i{ffua'41~~Qcqyq: 1 

fl~~fua1 fuRRa~Qe.cfu ~m ~ I I 63 I I 
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Action done with a limited intellectual understanding leads to the moulding of the 
awareness to the idea of the body in keeping with its parameters. The contracted 
consciousness results in formation of the next body after the destruction of the 
present one in keeping with itself. (63) 

~ S'HJiefi q)ti flclfljfflOf~l~Cb~JilP{ I 

fct<:F:1Ji•Hf1fttdlfe:a~ fli:'!'lflS:Cb~'{ I I 64 I 

fe:qqjlMCbM'"lfctCbefi ~qJia:popfl~crf ~qf{l[uf'{ I 

~~l~ldJ>'IW•ne:llfct{i!~CbCbdf{'{ I I 65 I I 

~c;;ll1Rftt.e'11~1~ ~rqqr.j Pct3;a~a I 

q;~1fttq ~ ~ Pctaa«<1 ¥= q:q err ffiUJ1l 1 I 66 1 1 

If, on the other hand, one were to get such understanding which be faultless, 
might have transcended the sense of knower behind the knowledge, be 
extensive enough to have crossed the limits of rising and setting and, as such, be 
of the form of sheer illumination and real in its power of determination, might 
have transcended the limitation of calculation of time and space, be constant, 
imperishable, and the Lord Himself perfectly complete in Himself, creator of 
multitudes of forces, of processes of dissolution and emergence, capable of 
directing the processes of various kinds of creation, etc., and hence have become 
Siva himself, for him worldliness would remain only a matter of tale. Where may 
be a particular place of resort for one which be all-pervading? (64-66) 

~ ~ ~ ~ q;lf wf.:Rr ~ ~ ITTl I 

~ Ji~e:Ji~ g ~ e:l{lld'I ~ ~ ~ ~ I I 67 I I 

As such, by means of reasoning also it becomes established that an action done 
by a person of real knowledge does not bear results. 'It is not mine but of his' 
(emanating from the case of the priest in relationship to the sacrificer, leads to 
the point) of possibility of action without bearing any fruits in the world. (67) 

~~ f!CbMPclCb~I'"{ };!Rtj<il ~li=Hlft#l{Ol(l: I 
3i1~'1'/)1f2t~ ~ '1~\NlilRliflfl ~ I I 68 I I 

Through assessment of all such possibilities ignited in the air of his ideation and 
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disposition and by making an offering of the same in the luminous fire of the 
Self, the awakened yogin becomes enlightened himself. (68) 

i3l~~ w d'ID ~ iR ~'1Rfd'.§l"fl: I 
~~ f.{cmft ~jtll?i ~I I 69 I I 

Irrespective of eating whatsoever, being clad in whatsoever form and living 
wheresoever, (the yogin) who has identified himself with the Self of all and has 
become tranquil, gets liberated. (69) 

~~l~"H:tQftfOljfq ~~I 

q-{l{T~ ~ ~ qTtf: ~~~~:I 170 I I 

One, who has the experiential understanding of the highest truth and has 
become perfectly pure does not get affected either by the piety of performance 
of a hundred thousand horse sacrifices or by the sin of having murdered lakhs 
of Brahmal)as. (70) 

'1 & Q cf cbi q '1 "'1 ~~GI I &ir:r~r~·i'n Q qRci::Af I 

f.f :«12l~CIGl~Cf)l(I ~ ~ ~m&ctl&'iRI: I 171 I I 

He may move at his sweet will like a fool without having to recite any prayers 
and making any offerings in the fire who has made himself free of intoxication, 
exaltation in joy, anger, indulgence in sex, sorrow, fear, greed, delusion, as well 
as inclination to discussion. (71) 

~ qrf: ~ fcM&~uflQI<:{ I 

·~~~~~~117211 

The group beginning from intoxication, exaltation in joy, etc., is born of the 
delusion of the sense of difference. How can then the experience of one's non­
duality with the Self be touched by it? (72) 

~ err ~ ~ oqRIRcta11~ fcb:-stj'1 ~ I 

«1
2

l~rR'1r "fl" g~'jcta«1P+111~RtctGl~Cf): I 173 I I 
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Since no one is there besides himself who may deserve his prayer or offerings, 
the liberated himself may get satisfied by prayers, etc., having got free of the 
necessity of praying and making offerings. (73) 

~~ Ru!Qf':HPIClla'lqf<'i,ofJ{ I 

f:l':i'l'H•I~~ ~rffi ~CIT~ ~Cl 1JQ'l I 174 I I 

For him, his own body or anyone else's may serve as a temple constructed out of 
thirty-six elements and equipped with outlets (of the organs) as windows. The 
same purpose may be served also by anything like pitcher, etc. (74) 

M ~ ~-~-~rq-m ~~1fcffiga1J{ 1 

~~R-~-~: qf<'!\J1ll"11fd I I 75 I I 

He remains there worshipping the Lord great Bhairava as an auspicious deity 
along with His Self-Power through the use of self-contemplation as objects of 
pure offerings. (75) 

€.l~<·~nqf{Cf)(t(l1-<?i~'rnl~'11Pl~ll'14lla : 1 

a~1Rt4'lv;H:i~\M:IM~ llMl~11 ~ mir: I 176 I I 

He gets his ritual of offerings accomplished effortlessly by putting into the 
blazing fire of his pure consciousness the huge heap of seeds in the form of idea 
of diversity of internal and external objects. (76) 

ui11'11«"1llla ~ ~ ~ ~Rl::nC\q1f01 1 

~ ~ tzrR ft~Cb(t(ll~fulaft~~q~J{ I I 77 I I 

Meditation is constancy of creativity through which the Lord releases out of 
Himself in the form of the world in all its peculiar variety and diversity. It is 
access through contemplation to the truth underlying the reality beyond the 
scope of writing about. (77) 

~Cl11CIJi ~ fffCl~'1Cf)(t(l11'1~ I 

,~ qf{ciJl!Rt "llQ". ms~ '11"Y" ~: I 178 I I 
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His japa (constant repetition of a particular mantra) is said to lie in returning again 
and again in his awareness to the rosary of creation consisting of fundamental 
elements, their order (in the process of arrangement) as also the group of beads 
representing them. (78) 

~ ~ ~ 1::Rl q~mtf ~~~I 

~~Cf~lf~IHf.hai fc!JllSlSl{CllS:Gf)~•HICb~dl'( I 179 I I 

~~Cl {fll(•p:~'i6i f.:l\i1Cb{ 1 j ~E:llSl 05Cf)Cf)qlM'( I 

~ :q- ira~a~ ~dJifQ ~ :q-~ :q- I I 80 I I 

(An accomplishedpafopata yogin) looks towards all whatsoever from a viewpoint 
of equality and thinks about them accordingly as a heap of bones amassed 
together in the world as a cremation ground, his own body as a skeleton holding 
in hand a piece of skull, like a part of a broken jar, tasting from it the wine of 
the worldly experience and taking the same as his vow considerably difficult to 
observe and at the same time easy to think of. (79-80) 

~ ~~TITT;f ~~~Cl<l@!:fjqMi<f I 

~~TTQ. ~a~~fuiGGRI ~~I 181 I I 

Having, thus, attained the close proximity of Lord Mahesvara who is rid of 
the incidence of birth and death and serves as the highest goal of life and thus 
by virtue of revelation of the sense of attainment remains fulfilled and fully 
contented. (81) 

a:i1fel'1q~\%af?I~ flCIT~l1 ~I 

f.:tfCiqqq{JiH~ m ~ ~ ~ ~ I I 82 I I 

He becomes one with Him who knows Him as mentioned above as all-pervading, 
Self of all, shaker of all diversity, unique, and as sheer bliss. (82) 

filij ~ciqiPJ6 err '1G'.!~Rl<fel qR~\111' Wl I 
$1Hfl'iCblMjCffi : ~ <:nfu Qd"~TICh: I I 83 I I 

One who absorbs this kind of knowledge within himself, becomes free from 
sorrow and attains the state of liberation at the same time, irrespective of the 
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fact whether he dies in a sacred place or in the house of a pariah and has lost all 
his memories. (83) 

~ ffi~ f.i<~I~ ~:I 

gu~1go~ChM~Cf>{l4~lMm g fc6 ~ I I 84 I I 

Dwelling in a sacred place results in the acquisition of piety while dying in the 
house of a pariah leads to the hell. What do all these (prospects and dangers) 
mean to a person who has risen above the touch of both of them? (84) 

gtS1Ch'3Ch~~~~~a-ao3MCf>Ol-gtSf&MHH~: I 
ao§MCf>OI«! ¢ ;i- j•H~<iqal&l~'( I I 85 I I 

If a grain of paddy were made cleared of the husk and the inner cover of it once, 
it cannot be restored to its original status howsoever covered by another husk 
and inner cover. (85) 

~ ~-qcffi-12~~~al fi\"tj&:::f fi~l<l<:l I 

RllSC'fllRI jctfll~I ~~f\"tjqPf<jl cqqfu I I 86 I I 

Likewise, the I-consciousness being once separated from its covering of the 
kancukas, even if continuing to dwell here in the world by virtue of the samskiiras 
of the past life, a liberated soul does not get affected by them. (86) 

~~~IR:qCf>R:qa-~: ~j&:1 1chl41tr: I 

~syq '1fillf>41~fcli::i§~ ~:Cl'i'.'84P11~: I 187 I I 

A gem having been cut and polished by even the ablest of the artists having 
been placed inside a case does not look bright until it is taken out of its covering 
but when taken out of the same, it shows its real shine. (87) 

~ ~~ITTR-~ ~~:I 

~-~~~~118811 

Even so, an I-consciousness made rid of all the blemishes once as a result of the 
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instructions of a worthy teacher becomes as brilliant as Siva Himself not being 
prone to assume another covering. (88) 

~llet 1Rs:il'110lll~~illf::tfp31<;8:lllfq driilld I'{ I 

~: ~ q;cr ~ ffi ;p:c6 'lj&l('.q'{ I I 89 I I 

The same I-sense previously attained heaven, hell and manhood as a result of 
having identified itself with those states owing to its unflinching faith in the 
validity of the scriptures and other sources of knowledge. (89) 

·~: ~~~qfqi:qqr~~I 

~~lfmfu"ffffig~~~:l l90l I 

It is the disposition of the last moment of life which determines whether one 
attains the state of virtue or sin; it is due to operation in accordance with this 
impression of the ignorant that one reaches such states of being whereas this 
disposition is not applicable in the case of a yogin. (90) 

ifsftf <:1~11:'1~1 ~: q~flfl~ql~ll: «l'IRl'{ 1 

€fsftf S<l<:11ft~l~-H=i~ai©i 11fu ~ I I 91 I I 

Those animals, birds, insects, etc., who understood their right state of things 
of the previous life, even they attain the same state of being equipped with the 
impressions of their previous lives. (91) 

«l'f'l~ f.hll'lll©~li ~$H"HIWI: ~: I 

~ Wife~I~ ~$H'H~'l'1~ I I 92 I I 

The soul embodying this body has the possibility of both the heaven and the hell 
within itself and is of the nature of departing from it and going to another one 
after the fall of it in keeping its suitability. (92) 

~ $1111cH11: ~ ft~~fll ~:I 
~~T q;cr ~ ~ ~$1q1as~m 'qqfu I I 93 I I 
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In the same way, this Self becomes the same instantly as per its enlightenment 
on the occasion of getting the self-realisation instead of becoming otherwise on 
the fall of the body. (93) 

q){Op101ft~ii1tll: fl~Ri11~1: ~ei1ft4'R:=i~·'k11m~: 1 

~ ~~: ~1ftni~l{vTI <tjM: I I 94 I I 

Stoppage of the functions of the organs, loss of memory, breakage in the creeper 
of the breath, special kind of pain on sensitive points of the body, all these are 
the fruition of the samskiiras latent in it. (94) 

~ q;zj- fcrnQ~~ ~ ;r ~ ~ '1lQ~,l~STCr I 

ipo11eiffi w-;ft ;r ~ fql~qp11$ I I 95 I I 

How can these (bodily) symptoms not be manifest on the occasion of death 
till one remains embodied and continues to dwell associated with the state of 
delusion. The enlightened person, however, does not swerve from the highest 
and real nature of his Self. (95) 

l1{i{l4'1Pflt~ ~ ~ jf>j0lk( ~I 

3Tiffifur~1f4fNl<:1k( ~ ~~&1~CI f$rq: I I 96 I I 

As soon as the aspirant comes to this path which leads to the supreme goal of life 
by virtue of words of initiation coming from the mouth of the spiritual instructor, 
he gets transformed into Siva through the extremely sharp transference of the 
force of consciousness. (96) 

One who has taken resort to the stairway leading to the ultimate goal, attains 
Sivahood as a consequence of getting settled in his inner being the sense of his 
oneness with the Supreme Essence. (97) 

~ g q-{l{T~ t.ll{l'1i1a«1 ~~:I 

<:1<:Y~~l'~l~4'~a({1sftr lf{Uf 4'~1fil(( ~I I 98 I I 
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In the case of such an aspirant of yoga, it is likely to happen that he dies in the 
mid of the course of his journey without having reached his highest objective 
owing to an interval of rest meanwhile, though keen in his consciousness to 
attain it. (98) 

~:~mt~s@~:I 

~~~~ ~ "11~1-&: ~~I I 99 I I 

Known as yoga-bhra$!a (one who has fallen from the high path of yoga), that 
kind of aspirant on account of his taking rest in the middle of the path (after his 
demise) gets the privilege of becoming the owner of objects of various sorts of 
enjoyment with the prospect of attaining oneness with Siva in the next birth. 
(99) 

q-{1fl d'i II f'I ;f ID"'R'I fl! rn I~ ~l' I '1 i(i ;:iri:r I 

~jRa'1'1l~~l llOOl I 

Having tread this path leading to the Supreme and yet having failed to attain 
oneness with Him, such an aspirant gets the privilege of enjoying the pleasures 
of the world of gods and remains there delightfully for long. (100) 

~ ~: ~: ~ c:rm rrvrr 1 

~~m~:l 110111 

As a sovereign king is respected by all the subjects in his empire, even so is 
honoured by all gods he who has fallen from the high path of yoga. (101) 

~ CbT#R S'1'1lj!SQ ~~I 

:i;:i1c;fira R~'i~a ~•H"'11~1ciJa "'1" ¥: 1 1102 1 1 

Having been born as a human long after and having practised yoga, he attains 
the state of divine immortality from which no more does he come back. (102) 

~~s~f.TI:illc:r:~~~~~I 

~ ~ qrirrij <:rm ~ W•F1-il<:P{ I 1103 I I 
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Whosoever, therefore, remains busy treading this path, attains Siva-hood. 
Having thought over this (prospect), one needs to put in effort anyhow. (103) 

-~=q-{~1 
3if°iH14ct ~~ f:t\J'1~e:lll~~~ I I 104 I I 

An aspirant meditating on the Supreme Brahman as per the way discussed 
by Abhinavagupta briefly here attains the state of presence of Siva-hood well 
within his heart before long. (104) 

~~FR ~ ~ ~11€iH"f IP1fa 1!_(;;'( I 

~ lflfT ~ICftj(Olf'i(Ulcflc<l1 I 1105 I I 

This extremely secret essence of the Sastras has been extracted by myself, 
namely Abhinavagupta, briefly in the form of one hundred couplets composed 
in arya metre under the enlightenment received through meditation on the feet 
of Lord Siva. (105) 

Thus ends Parmarthasara composed by Mahamaheshvaracarya 
Abhinavagupta. 

Indological Truths



Dehastha-Devata-Cakra-Stotraril 
Hymn to The Human Body as a Temple of 

Divinities 

® 4q1Mll: mm:~~:~: I 

6QJl~$1Hf4'1T~ ms~ ~ ~I 11 I I 

The human body has been characterised as a temple and the Self inside it as the 
eternal Deity which needs to be worshipped as one's own self after removing the 
heap of flowers (of ignorance) lying around it. (1) 

,y; 3i~(~(cp~qf:Gf1'1~'1f1q(fcl<=Hifi ~I 
~:/R~lf1Ulll"l.,;tj :q101aj 1101qfd ~ I 12 I I 

I pay my obeisance to Gai:iapati who has breath as his body, is worshipped by 
hundreds of highest kinds of philosophical systems, is prayed to by Asuras and 
Gods both, and remains busy in offering desired boons to all. (2) 

I pay obeisance to him whose feet are worshipped by the spiritually elevated 
group of yo gin is, siddhas and the small aspirants of spiritual knowledge and who 
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remove the difficulties of those undergoing the discipline of self-purification. 
(3) 

l!@qefH ~~ci ~ ~~ 1=llfu I 
~ (i<zlf>'1'1~ 00 ~ I 14 I I 

I bow my head to that true teacher who is attention incarnate and by virtue of 
whose wisdom the world of devotees has remained treading the path of Saivism 
beautifully. ( 4) 

~1~£1Pclq£11f11lRP;ll&0!:!: oo ~ I 
~ ii cl fil"1ll'111"G~ ~ I 15 I I 

I pray to that Bhairava who is Consciousness and Delight sitting in the lotus of 
the heart whom the senses as goddesses remain worshipping continuously by 
means of sensations of their respective enjoyments. (5) 

13~lllcr4mi:l4o1(Tfh'1i ~~~ m Cb?l~Pi~rl. I 

~ ill Pcrf~J(Clq111$ ~ I 16 I I 

She who remains continuously enjoying the drama of rising and flourishing of 
the world in the form of contemplation, I bow my head to that Ananda-Bhairavi 
too. (6) 

~ ~ "llT fl~i<lll~~lt: ~~~ I 
:i;:io1111ftl ~Rg:(Clqj j:iEJf IOTI ~ mffil{ I I 7 I I 

She who remains paying her homage to Bhairava through flowers of determination 
sitting herself on the leaf of the divine (in the form of the goddess of wisdom) 
known as Brahmai:iL (7) 

~ ~<cPf111'1'1M~M~'111~~ltlll I 
Pi~'1(\~Cf2Jd(Clqj ~ ill ~ll~Chn'1Jql'( I 18 I I 

I bow my head to Mother Sankari who remains worshipping always Bhairava 
sitting herself in the form of ego on the petals of fire by means of flowers of 
I-sense. (8) 
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~ ~ ~ ~~ ~~'ttllr I 

~JR:~~~~l 1911 

147 

I bow my head to that goddess Kaumari, who remains continuously worshipping 
Bhairava sitting on the southern petal in the form of manas by means of flowers 
of special kind. (9) 

~:ia~w11 ~<ci'r&t1a ~1€G~~1tt1r 1 

J:IOl'llltt ~Rf(<lqj ~ fil ~ ~Tfffil{ I I 10 I I 

I pay my homage to goddess Vai~I).avi who sitting on the south-western petal, in 
the form of scripture always remains worshipping Bhairava by means of flowers 
in the form of words. (10) 

~il'1R 1 ~eftzj~ ~~lllH: ~~T~~'ttllt I 

ffi~llRI ~ fil ~ ~ Cll<lti'l I 111 I I 

I bow my head to the goddess Varahi in the form of the sense of touch who 
remains delighting Bhairava by means of fascinating flowers of touch having 
assumed herself the form of the sensation and sitting in the West. (11) 

ci<a<(<l4~~1~'1T+JaR 1 ~ef!Pf~oo1~l$I m I 
'iViliRI ~ a1f?t~10Ti ~ ~ I 112 I I 

I bow my head before the specially charming goddess lndral).i who sitting in 
the form of sight on the north-western petal belonging to Maruts, remains 
worshipping Bhairava. (12) 

~'1qRffcfifleflllPfefllll m ~~:I 
'iViliRf ~ fil ~ ~ if ljOsl'{ I I 13 I I 

I bow my head to goddess Camul).c;la in the form of the palate who remaining 
always seated on the Northern petal worships Bhairava continuously by means 
of as large a variety of viands as of six tastes. (13) 
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t~~ ~ FP1=cfoa qft'1~~~ ~r I 

:qo1'11ffl~m~~11n11 

I bow my head before goddess Mahalak~mi who remaining seated on the North­
Eastem petal in the form of the sense of smell continues to worship Bhairava by 
means of large variety of smell. (14) 

~~~ ¥i ~lf1fcH:iqfeflait I 
·~~~~~111511 

I also bow to god K~etrapati who is honoured in all the six systems of philosophy 
(of Vedic origin) along with admittance of thirty-six fundamental elements (as in 
Saivism) under the nomenclature of Atman and as the basis of final achievement. 
(15) 

~ ~: {"faa{"ff?1f%ait I 

~ ("feJRaffl~ Pi\11~Qil~qal'Cl~'l I 116 I I 

I bow my head before this circle of gods present permanently in my body as well 
as those of all and serving as the source of all kinds of experiences manifesting 
from within. (16) · 
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~ g ~ ~ if1f PcNf ¢ g ;mr: q"{ I 

ll"irifl'"Hilt~1q1c;Cf>'1Ji ~ '1~CllfqC'1'{ I 

flcl~lila q:ci'iaRa<"'11¥lci \J1Hli<lla-

@CRC11 fau:rRT~~ Cf>'!?OllfuTtIT mrIT <qq I 111 I 

Whatever truth I could understand, I have embodied here, 0 Lord, I do not 
know of anything different from it which I may have to do. Whatever lies in my 
mind concerning you, 0 Lord, has been offered to your lotus-like feet with the 
sense of devotion. It is all whatever I know and there is nothing except for it 
which I understand 0 Sea of Compassion and Lord of the helpless, putting aside 
everything else, shower your pleasure on me as soon as possible. (1) 

-im~T (Cl~&IR ~ ~ CIPIRla<i 
~~~~-im~~I 

Brcrr ~ qJuft ~ ~TCl"eJ ~~i 

-im~TRTei '1i ~~ ~ej ~ PcNf I 12 I I 

On your door may this beautiful viik, speech of mine sprout to full extent and 
unhindered always announcing your victory, 0 Great Lord. May this speech 
yield auspiciousness to me day and night. Bestow your protection to me 0 
provider of resort to me who is helpless. (2) 
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~ ;:fitH'1S::11 q~~ ;:i- '11~dl~~j ~:furrf 

~ ~ ~ ;:i-~ ;w:nfu '1"11'1~ I 

~~'11~~~ 

~: .13fCIOllS::l~NlfOl(~d ~ ~ ~: I 13 I I 

You are not responding to my prayer, 0 dear, nor are you looking towards me 
though I am so much in trouble. You are not listening to my prayer addressed to 
you in various ways nor are you dawning on my inner being. You are not giving 
any support to me who lies fallen in the midst of the pit of the ocean of world. 
The Veda has truly described you as shorn of the vocal organ, eye, ear, feet and 
hands. (3) 

j?t Cl JCFQ I~ ~RtiJ'I :q ll (iHl "11\Jf'1 Cl ~ITTl 

"ijlIT~CIR"tlml~· ~ ~jfua1&1ftl ~I 

~~~~~: 

~: ~lf~CI ~~lg ~ el:IH"1\J1~'1: I I 4 I I 

In spite of vanishing of the cloud of doubt by means of the effect of the teacher's 
instructions, besmearing of the inner being by means of composition replete with 
reasoning, confidence created by going through siistras, scriptural writings and 
thus in spite of the psychic space having been illuminated by the light, may my 
inner being come into contact with your feet like the rays of the sun victorious 
on darkness. ( 4) 

llld&ittt~CIR"tffi ~: ~ CliilR'i'{ aliil' 
fc5 fc5 qr ;:i-~ ~ Cl(j(Clq1~1Ptf?ii?H il" I 

~ ~ g1f.t+;q'1i fe:a:i ~ ~-

i'.Chlll@i ~ f4f'1(1f?i ~: ~ ;:i- ~lf&illl I 15 I I 

By the present moment considerably long duration of time has been elapsed 
in your company. What favour have you not done to me by offering to me the 
opportunity of being in the proximity of excellent teachers? I have assumed 
bodies again and again of unique and brilliant nature. Even then I fail to 
remember you. Therefore, kindly, stay with me permanently. (5) 
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~&ffif &:I '1 Cf)('G '1 (fG ~I ~;:;foq t;f)tj ~ -

©ttiQl{t;f)~ 1" fc6 q;~fti~ cfils~ 'll'ifli:Riq: I 

~~ 
~ ~rcre.wr cHgq{tj ~cfils~: I 111 I 

Deliberating on what is real and what is unreal to what extent? Keeping awake 
almost all the time except for a short while and having withdrawn and in the 
process of withdrawal what how who am I? Do not spend your time and energy 
in this way. What appears as being and rid of being continuously that is the void 
of the abode of Siva, the highest state of being, Brahman Itself? What is the use 
of all these deliberations? (1) 

lle:J<:h"'Clqf<Ql{~cfch <:h"'Cl~TGI ll~<:h"'Cl~q ~I 

lle:JMfCl'i~ afCl~Cl err afCl~Cl 1'J ITT'CI" ~~rt I 12 I I 

Having removed the unreal what you reach at as essential that also is unessential. 
Whatever is unessential, that, too, is essential and real. This is the nature of 
Reality. (2) 

~ 1" lJFIB: ~~ .qmsfCJ ~ ~ 
1l8 msfCJ ~ Rh\11~aa©~~JIJIQ'{ I 
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~ ("q\11at11 J:rm ~ ~ ~ mRit<:l 
~11at11a-;;nr11ciq1a-~-~ I I a I I 

Whatever appears is by no means different from sheer appearance. In spite 
of appearing so, the Real does never appear. Does it imply rejection of the 
appearance? On subsidence of the effect of dream, all whatever was horrific, 
such as getting hurt by weapon, falling into water, burning in fire, getting bound, 
etc. turns into a sheer play. (3) 

~ ~ cfils~ \JfSlfum: 1 

~\1f5'11~sfq ;r ~ 

f.i@'1f.i~f.i{ClJIQfti'.tHC\q'{ I 14 I I 

In course of meditation, the meditator needs to determine what is his difference 
from the inconscient is. While bearing out flutter, does the inconscient not show 
that it, too, is the abode of awakening boundless, eternal, unobstructed and 
hence real? (4) 

~sfu ~ ~'1f~~'11a~a 

~ ~ ~ mfu ~ rqciattl::lltlllSlOS 'IQ: I 

~ ~"11fu:l d~Cl'1'1w:fm f.iO!:IJ\J1f.ilfoStUll 

?!CC:~fg:J4'1f.i~~f(;j'1\%'11 f.i~J013~sfu m: I 151 I 

If you are thinking that you are the illuminator of whatever is existing; this kind 
of thinking only expands your misery. What would concern you if it is appearing 
as such automatically? Indeed, it would amount to being due to your own intact 
glory. If it is not owing to your own glory, let it be so as thinking of it in both the 
ways is a sheer bondage on you. ( 5) 

~~=~~~~ 
~~q~~ll'll 

f.i <\f '"8: '51'1 l::P P 1'1 ltll ;r q I i$.l '1 fu1 
~ f.i{ClCf>I~~: I 16 I I 
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Extend your eyesight outside and your aim inside. This would be an imitation of 
Bhairava. This is obviously a device of self-deception. There is nothing outside 
nor inside the integral awakening of consciousness since it is the source of 
space less expansion. ( 6) 

NOTE: 

Obviously this is a critique of the famous yogic device of the Sambhavi Mudra. 
Unlike the physical space there is nothing like the internal and external in the 
spiritual space of consciousness. 

~ qE:l~m~Rt ~I 

·~~~~~~sfurWl.11111 

Keep looking at whatever is emerging out of expansion of viisanii, impressions 
lying pent up in the mind. Whatever is appearing to you in the beginning, in the 
middle and at the end; that is purely only your own illumination in face of which 
gets subsided your own entire limitation. (7) 

lfr?r ~:(Slfclactac601t11'1 ~~H"fl{­
~~S::{QMIRliS16(11'1 ~:I 

ia1&aRICb~•H1~ Rm,~~ ~ ~ 

~::f l~::f ~ ~ q-{1lT f.iGOllZl~Cbll:'HI I 18 I I 

Delusion is the cloud of suffering, reasoning and counter-reasoning going on in 
all its abundance. It is like the city of Gandharvas. If it were not to arise in the 
domain of space of consciousness which is the resort of the contemplation on 
dualism and non-dualism, where else would it have to arise which indeed is the 
standpoint of the unity and diversity both? (8) 

~ f11Cl&~('!Ol~CI JRUT ~m 
~Clrtqrfu-1 ~~RI&~~ ifs~ m-: I 

vUl~CI ~~ ~ ~-

&IDIZlrfei ~~~~q;r~I 191 I 
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The incident of death in the state of dream is just an illusory appearance of the 
state of sound sleep. Nor does it hold good in the higher fourth state of spiritual 
state of pure consciousness of the jar in the waking state where at the end of that 
state, the appearance happens to be experienced as such. In such an obvious 
case, there is no necessity of refutation. (9) 

if if cf;sftr WfilW Jfltr ma q{Jiaflft:i ~W: 

Cfql~~ ~ 11~11f.i lf1tr m: ~ ~ 
m f.i OQMf.i~RI (F"i Cf5M '1 l+'fH"l~•H:ei a~ -

t:cHf1iamt11R 8'liJiliRlffluq1{cifl~~T: I 110 I I 

We cannot expect much from illuminations unfolding themselves incidentally 
in course of spiritual practice as they reappear in their integrality in the state 
of oneness with the Supreme Being in which the dichotomy of duality and non­
duality gets dissolved in the real sense of integrality on removal of the darkness 
of ignorance in the light of the highest truth. (10) 

CfmiT: (1Cf5Mli'{ "Cf5ffi: Cf51W"lg BUS2T ~\J'fo:'ll~U~-

"' 3TIW!IT: q{a~aljq3 1<:il lf~ qr JPTeJ: I 

cils1sk:l{JikfHI~ ~ ~<511~sll;;f)tj 

Wm.131li'1~ ~~fali(w1l~ ~ q~~ ~ I 111 I I 

May time play its role in putting together pieces of events and objects as the 
creator with all regard it is capable of, may the god of love under the imperative 
of his Lord churn the mind as he wills, may the tendency of embodiment continue 
to draw its design as per its will, I, however, do not look towards these spectacle 
of delusion, howsoever magnified they may be. (11) 

Cf> : cfils ;r ms~ Cf5CI (ff) Cf)~ ft! 
Cf>: cfils;r ms~ ("l(H"tlf.isf."ii I 

Cf>: cfils;rms~ ~ 

("l~cfufl"'indj: ~ I 112 I I 

Indological Truths



Paramiidvayadviidasikii 155 

I snug up all whosoever there may be. I sink forcibly all whosoever there may 
be. I drink all whosoever there may be under the spell of having got entry into 
the abode of the supramental consciousness. (12) 

Cf. ~gveda X.125 known as Vagambhmi Hymn embodying similar experiences 
of Ambhfl)i, the daughter of seer .Ambhma. 

oqcfr~ 1 1~~JOlllM~~IC1Uj 

~~~~5~q~{I 
~t:ll•Pi(HIC:cfl~Q{UllRl~~~'il~-

fcri:j~QRcjfta ~ <RO:t~cfl "ITT": I I ta I I 

Siva is the remover of the fear of going astray in worldliness. He drives away 
the jackal of disease. He is the immediate illuminator of even those wise people 
who have reached the centre of awareness of the Truth. He is fully contented 
due to having moved at His sweet will through the dense forest of His abode. It 
is He who has brought fascination to the world expanded by Vi~i:iu as different 
from Himself. (13) 
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B im b a pr a ti bim b av ad al) 
Talk About the View of Reflection 

Wfil~rrer~ ~ qf ~:I 

~ feld'"5f dl'il:::t'1fuc:6 J:1f4f4ii12t I It I I 

The glory of Bhairava is said to be pure light. Over and above that, He is also 
absolutely autonomous. Here is a deliberation on the same aspect of Him. (1) 

<:I" : Wfil~T : ~ fcf~ew:r w:fil~RCi W"li8RI I 

;:i- :q- aal!R«Cf'Qfu-1 fci~ci ~s~ I I 2 I I 

The light of Siva illuminates the world which is no way different from Him which 
appears as existence. (2) 

3ffirs-ij'r m~TFf: fCll~afr'14'1'1 1 f(fl: I 

~: ~f{z~fol<lsJqH~ ~:I 131 I 

He is the Supreme Lord as He moves absolutely by Himself in the space of the 
Self. He is the agent of creation as well as dissolution of the entire expanse of 
the world. (3) 
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~ W ~ ~ZMll~ll: I 
3Tilt-Y41ttt&~CbffitD~if fcl"~~: I 14 I I 

As earth, water, etc. get reflected in a clean mirror without getting mixed up 
with them any way, even so do all the curvatures of consciousness concerning 
the world. ( 4) 

~~i 'q1fu '1ll'1~qo11~(cllR~ I 

~~~~~11511 

Kindred are the reflection of objects in the eye, mirror, space and water, so is 
the case with forms in anything clean. (5) 

A beloved in secret love with her lover even getting his touch with her jar-like 
breast as reflected beautifully in a mirror, does by no means get satisfied (as 
would have been in the case of the actual touch). (6) 

~f%-~~ifs~~~~~:I 

~ :q1fdf4~s'1"111ffillCb("IS::1 1Rt: I 17 I I 

In case of the reflection only form bears cleanliness and by no means touch also 
as cleanliness lies in exclusive density of the ingredient of the spectacle. (7) 

~c::~~ml 

3kQ'ffi@Cbl~IBr ~ d~(CIRd'l I I 8 I I 

My teachers have explained to me that purity lies in the capacity to see an object 
with the sense of one's oneness with it without any loss of the luminosity of the 
self. (8) 

~ j@l~dtll ~~~:I 

3l~~TCf>Td": CfCllCIQ~~'1M anR=a:§lll 1 19 1 

Indological Truths



Bimbapratibimbaviida/:i 159 

It is purity of the Lord of consciousness which is operative everywhere somewhere 
partially and at the rest exclusively as per His wish. (9) 

mcrRi irn;:iJl~1Rt Cl~Jifql~Gfl f%" mt I 
dlSll~Cllfu-1 flfuEll'itj ~i:'U'IRl~laCfl'{ I I to I I 

Where entities react against each other, there is involvement of illusory body. 
As against it, where there is absence of reaction, that is the abode of true 
knowledge. (10) 

~ Wfil~TlR.I 
~ ~ ~~J:iRt~~aq1sfur#r 1 1111 1 

Illuminating the both kinds of appearance, the blessed presence of Siva lies 
there having assumed the status of the original entity and its reflection all over 
the world. (11) 

~ 1::ta'11ifu ("qmlo:tRIQ5M"fq~ I 
fciq!ffl! ~ qq:i 'Jtol~Rt ~ ~+;&~a I 112 I I 

Some hold the view that it is illuminations of the eyesight which get reflected 
back due to their cleanliness in the form of the reflection of the face. This view 
is questionable. (12) 

~Q1~;:q34 qft\J1«"1~~COlgU~'1 : I 

~ 2lvfm ~ ~~: flilf/~ti1'1 g I I ta I I 

It is the illumination of the reflection as different from the body which belongs 
to its source itself. If the same proves to be the object of knowledge, what would 
be the use of the mirror? (13) 

fciq4~~~:1 

~ ~~~ ~ ~ ~ j~U~~ I 114 I I 

There is a view that in case of reflection returning from the reflector to the 
source of reflection, it ought to be possible for seeing the reflection of one's face 
on the face itself. (14) 
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~ ~~fct:dmcri '41lll"i~i:llW( I 

;:i-~ ~~~ tj~CbH'H:qwqu1: I 115 I I 

In that case, the person concerned ought to feel on one's face itself the touch 
that this face is mine and by no means as different from what is to be touched 
which alone is to be understood as the object of understanding. (15) 

~~~~~:I 

~. ~ aiS'!Rl~~aJ( I 116 I I 

The fact is that it is the form alone rid of touch, smell, taste, etc. which gets 
reflected in the mirror. (16) 

~ ~ ~s5•P1101a: 1 

~'Ell~ ms~T~~s~: I 117 I I 

The attribute of 'getting rid of' amounts to insensibility as insensibility amounts 
to lack of validity while the lack of validity depends on absence of contact 
between the sense of touch and the object touched. (17) 

,3IB Q;CI" ~~~I 

~~ ~s"@ ~ ~ 13q1l1Cb: I 118 I I 

This is why weight, etc. do not get reflected in the reflection on the mirror. This 
is because sensibilities other than sheer form do not get reflected in the mirror, 
it being a means of reflecting only form. (18) 

~~~~'qlfumr~I 

·~~ <rlq~cffiRI~: ~I 119 I I 

This is why what appears in the mirror does not appear as different from the 
face. Here the mirror serves as the base of sheer form while lamp as the means 
of perceptibility. (19) 

~~:q-{1(1 

~~~ ~4eflll"1 ~~~~I 120 I I 
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Since there is absolute absence of hardness in the flame of the lamp and the eye, 
except for cleanliness in all respects, what gets reflected in them appears no way 
as different from the source of reflection as it does in the case of mirror. (20) 

~ ~q~~'1 ~ffi ~I 

~ ~ <qqfu mITS~'11C2frP{I 1211 I 

This has been elucidated by Lord Siva for the sake of enhancing the degree of 
understanding in the mind of the ignorant that the reflection is an entity but no 
way different from the object which is its source. (21) 

:qJl~1Rt ~;fr ;r ~ ~ ;r I 
fcl'i:l§~ql~ Cf)fl!lfe:t '1~ttift 612qHj'11 122 I I 

The merciful Lord has suggested that unlike the object, the reflection lacks in 
counter action as it is neither independent nor stable nor even unstable. It is 
simply a product of the glory of cleanliness (purity). (22) 

;r a:~n- ;Jr w:t ;r "'q" fl'1llii11n ;r qftlrr 

;r i11'410<:!1fl:S::1TI ;r ~ a~q61Pf;f ~I 

;r illq~~ ~ "'q" ~ mf Pl\J1f?!Rt 
Hci ~: wsii~Rt ~~1~qu1fc)ful{ I I 23 I I 

Reflection has neither space nor form nor association with any particular 
time nor even weight. It is not attached with its source. It is neither absolutely 
independent of its source nor an event. It ought not to be nothingness nor have 
any substance of its own. It is sheer delusion. Having understood this nature of 
reflection, the wise ought to get rid of all kinds of attachment towards the world. 
(23) 

Cf. Plato's Allegory of the Cave in his Republic. 
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B odh a paftcadasika 
Fifteen Verses on Consciousness 

3FHflltl<:1'41(Clq@;:;Hii <:1'Hil'tfq I 

ir ~S•fg:f&Of1~-:q ~ -:q d"'tifu -:q I It I I 

~ q;q ~ ~: m~CR": I 

'41Cl\J11d ~ ~ ~~~Cl(<:11't4l I 12 I I 

He who in the form of illumination obtains within luminaries as well as darkness, 
remains eternally awakened, is one, indwells all and forms in their inmost 
secret, is the real nature of all whatever is in existence, and is the Supreme Lord 
possessed of all power of rulership (I bow to Him). (1-2) 

~Tfffi~-:q ~IRf>'t<iql~ ~Rt~c:h 1" C1158Rt I 

<:11&1i;'ti't1lflf.foj ei~&ltmlfiRei I 13 I I 

Force of anything does never remain separate from its resort. Force and forceful 
always obtain as one and the same like the fire and its heat. (3) 

~q;qW~~:I 

ft:ll~I&~ m ~ qiJJCR'QI :qf2t~~<:1'{ I 14 I I 
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He is the same Lord Bhairava called so on account of providing for the sustenance 
of the world getting reflected in the mirror of His own Self by virtue of His own 
Force. (4) 

a~~ISll qu ~ fCl(C;ql'l~f;{i~Gf)I I 

~~~~1"~11511 

It is His Supreme Divine Force who is eager to manifest Him in the form of His 
own power of manifestation and serves in the form of perfection neither anyway 
less or nor more within all whatever is in existence. (5) 

~ ~s~ ~ ~ ilslHTI~Gf>: I 

~~5ll"l l!i~fiQl(I"{ ~ SJlqi'.'):I~: I 16 I I 

It is this Divine Being who remains always curious to keep Himself engaged in 
sporting with Her in the multitudinous forms of creation and dissolution both 
going on simultaneously. (6) 

3iRt5tf2Gf>1fo:;::i'l«1ljf1(~q ~I 

~ fela;;;:i~1j~qij ~I 17 I I 

It is in His accomplishment of such incredibly difficult tasks of this nature that 
lies His freedom of action, Lordship and wisdom. (7) 

qRfu9"U'IGf>I~~ ~ ~ ~I 

~~~qRifl~a11s11 

Limitedness of luminosity is the characteristic feature of the inconscient. This is 
understood through the awareness which is different from inconscience. (8) 

Q)q'l«'I fela;;;:i«1 m~~: I 

fCll~Pll: l!i~fiQl(I: fCl(C;q~cH ~:I 19 I I 
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Herein lies the autonomy of the Supernal Enjoyer of the world in the form 
of the acts of creation and dissolution as His fundamental nature well within 
Himself. (9) 

~ ~fil=lll'f~~ju:=w~fugf~ci ~I 

~OOW~':ff~:~:l 11011 

Extreme variation in the shape and structure of the creation such as somewhere 
excessive height and somewhere excessive depth, somewhere excessive bending 
sideways, multitudinousness and variety of creations and their Lordships besides 
the extremity of joy and suffering form the nature of things here in the world. 
(10) 

ll~('H"lll4fh11~ fl~kH(tj ~ ClfOTa'( I 

~~~$it~m~11111 

Ignorance of this feature of His creation (on the part of creatures) is also 
considered as an aspect of His autonomy extending to the extreme in the world 
of inconscience and thus forming the point of sorrow on their ill-luck. (11) 

flo:lfll&Cl~~ ~ClfJl'ffl ~ err I 
~TRmfil ~~w:T llf'f l~f'f lg41llfl: I 112 I I 

It is by virtue of His grace that this kind of knowledge is made available to 
human beings through the teacher, scripture or discursive treatises somehow or 
the other in regard to the Supreme Controller. (12) 

~ ~ 4R$11~ ~ lfm: ~~Tdl I 
a~or~ ~~Hi \Jflci1fffi~-:q m ~ 1 11a 1 1 

Availability of this knowledge in its thoroughness known as liberation is also 
owing to His supreme governance. Perfection in that awareness (consciousness) 
as made possible in the case of enlightened persons has been called jivan-mukti, 
redemption even in the state of living (in the world). (13) 
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~ ~ :q- ~~lfil~qa: I 

1" ~ 1" ~ ft; m=em: ~~~ I I u, I I 

Bondage and liberation both these, too, are manifestation of the nature of the 
Supreme Lord Himself. They are so intertwined that they cannot be separated 
from each other since He is essentially immune to differentiation within Himself. 
(14) 

~~ffti}]ICb~l~H~Tfffi~~: I 

~:~~:qft~~l 11511 

This is how Bhairava is contemplated on as the resort of the will of creativity, 
power of division, knowledge and power as well as thorn in the lotus and thus 
the inner nature of all the beings. (15) 

~~~~I 
~S~+::12G?i"1 ~~:~~:I I 16 I I 

These fifteen verses have been composed by Abhinavagupta for the sake of 
quick awareness of the disciples who have got redeemed of the burden of 
ignorance. (16) 
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~~~ ~"1QqC6'Fh"1'HIR'l I 

~~~~RU'f.f &:l"tQ~"ddQI ~ ~ I It I I 

He who pervades the mobile and immobile both as their special aspect, as 
consciousness, one, endless and beginningless, Lord Bhairava, resort of the 
helpless having occupied my inner being, citta, by you I pay obeisance to you. 
(1) 

&:I "1 Q q d ~ ~ qfti ~I ;ii 'qJfu- J:llf &:! ~j I~ ~'JCR(:IT I 

~ ~ ~~T ~ ~ f41~1''1£i J:llf ~~I 121 I 

Due to your favour towards me, all this appears to be filled exclusively by you. 
0 Great Lord, you are always my Self owing to which all this become one with 
my Self. (2) 

*41~~ fcr~crm ~ ~ ~ ;i-~ '41RIC6~1fu:t I 

~~:~C6if1 1Ut~l l31 I 

All having been assimilated to the Self as you, 0 Lord, there has remained nothing 
like fear of worldliness in me in spite of remaining intact all the impressions of 
action in me which are terrific executors of trouble, delusion and fear. (3) 
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·3RlCt> aj ~~~~~~I 

~iCf>{ftcHRH"Hmu ~~1Rh11ii'1s~ 1 141 1 

0 Champion of death, do not look towards me with your gaze bearing most 
terrific anger. On account of being in the contemplation of Siva, I am filled with 
terrible force of Bhairava. ( 4) 

~~j4l~w=PtQ4Rlit~Rt&1Ra~a~fi : 1 

'l~Q'1H"1Cf>Cf>i:ff<l~~~ ;rfls~ ;:i-~ ~ I I 5 I I 

In this way, having got rid of the entire darkness having been shattered by the 
rays of your consciousness, now I am not afraid of the demons of the results of 
action any more. As such, I pay my obeisance to you, 0 Lord. ( 5) 

~:~~~d~"fdfl:l:I 

~ ~Ul$'11~~ ~~Rfq~ I 16 I I 

I accede to you in the state of redemption having got enlightened by the rays 
of opposite to truth, besmeared of the delusion of the sense of actuality of the 
world and being filled with the supernal ambrosia of your being. (6) 

'1H+PTI=tH'iRI ~ ~~T&"W ~I 

~~ ~ l{1f" ~&«1)~q{l'la~f?zt'~RI I 17 I I 

As soon as atomicism as the cause of trouble comes to sight, 0 Lord, the rain of 
supernal ambrosia of non-difference with you sheds itself. (7) 

~m fl~~~ s.m&Hf"f Hacflttcia1qR.!&1R I 

~~11~q{l'ldlfh11 ~~~I 18 I I 

It is true that while vow, making gifts, taking sacred bath and austerity prove 
redemptive of the heat of worldly trouble, contemplation on scriptures relating 
to you, 0 Lord, sends down the stream of the supernal ambrosia of redemption. 
(8) 
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~ ~ ~ TTRi ~Pc!Rli lf1f ~~I 

~ iQlP11C1Q ~~~ ~: fPillWl I I 9 I I 

My consciousness, 0 Lord is dancing, singing and delighting having obtained 
you the loving, handsome and difficult to attain by others, the knower of the 
opportune time. (9) 

Cl~Hicll~ ~~~: tt1Clf4'1'1Cf>~~ I 

ir.f~~~~~~:l ltOl I 

In the sixty-eighth year of the Saptar~i calendar and on the tenth day of the dark 
phase of the month of Pu~a, Abhinavagupta composed this prayer on account 
of which the merciful Lord pacifies quickly the heat of the desert of worldliness 
of the people. (10) 
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J<1q~)ffioi(Clq14 ~ fef~· I 
oo Ra:ti;:tCf)l~TTll" ~s~~rmir I I t I I 

I pay my obeisance to Lord Siva who is transcendent to the world and yet has got 
embodied in the form of the world. He is the eternally luminous divine Light, 
the Self and possessed of infinite Force. (1) 

('.Cl~CllQ~Cll~ ('.Cl~CllRii 1 :q1~Q'{ I 

·~ ('.Clfflcgm 1~(f;f~~1"'f: I 121 I 

Yourself I am and conversely I am yourself. I am you yourself and not I. Where 
neither I nor you dwell, to Him I pay my obeisance. (2) 

~ ~ ~ ('.':1'11~1 :q ~:I 

1~1~~~~ITT{l 131 I 

Inside the body I have always wished to discover you as the Self and yet neither 
you could be seen nor the Self. What rather was seen was you yourself. (3) 

~ H5'1111i'4Cl<i_qfll if¥: I 
('.':11'11~(Clq ~ "[Ri ~ ~ 1"'f: I 14 I I 
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It was rather you yourself who appeared to me, your devotee in the form of the 
world. Having envisioned you as my Self, I pay my obeisance to you. ( 4) 

cta&:q1°4gotj ll~ctcltRl!f Mlll I 

~Clriillll('11~B'I cf;;r ~ ~ ~: I 15 I I 

Having explored the root of the problem regarding my duty in the world, I have 
developed this efficiency of speech bearing the realisation that the world is a 
delusion of you yourself and by the agency of whom, where and in whom the 
world does dissolve. (5) 

~~~~~~:~I 

~ il~B'llCIR-lafd@f~ I 16 I I 

I am you, and you yourself is I. there is no difference between you and I in any 
respect. Difference (if any) lies in the will to get absorbed in you. (6) 

~ msllifi61"11R ms~ 00 ~I 

"1" ~ ~~i q:q11Pf ~~I 17 I I 

You are I and That, too, is you yourself. All these unending pronominal variations 
lie based in you without any scope in you. In this state of things, where is any 
scope for the world in you? (7) 

~ ~~ljCf>~lll ~fffirn:qi:fo11({ I 

e4T!Cf>ifi~ W"flifiRI ~ "1" ~I 18 I I 

Let us stop from the continuity of statement regarding the difference. Having 
tasted the essence of devotion to you, no way does one feel ashamed that all this 
gets absorbed in you. (8) 

i:q~~q ~ ~ ~ :q1ful&i ~I 

~~~"1"~~"1"~~11911 

On the unfoldment of your essence, you, I and the entire world all get dissolved 
leaving behind neither you nor I and much less the world as such. (9) 
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1J1Lm~:qG1~~q:qlEll e.mzj'~-:q f.flJ1T: CJ)ffl: I 

~ilJlll mfu +:!ClP1G:f)~'1sfu -:q ~:I 110 I I 

Having assumed all these phases of yours, namely, waking, dreaming and sound 
sleep, etc. out your will you appear in different roles like an actor, though 
essentially you are rid of all phases, 0 Lord. (10) 

~ wiJmsBJ ~P1~1Jr ~SBJ ~I 

0id&:l&l~ch °ijCf fcr~cj fl&fl&l~Cb'l I 111 I I 

The awareness as well as existence of the world depends on your wakefulness 
as well as its unawareness and dissolution on your having gone to sleep. Thus, 
this entire world including existence as well as non-existence is pervaded by you 
yourself, 0 Lord. (11) 

~ ~ ~Cl"1rff;f 1'.Ff: ~ ~q~J) I 

~ ~ &JR Ptjurfll -:q 1l1f ~I 112 I I 

My tongue has become tired in pronouncing your name and my mind has 
become tired in your remembrance. Where is any possibility of meditating on 
the formless and denomination of the attributeless? (12) 

'{Offlllql(Sof ~~~I 

fClilJfll q1El'le:i :q- ~~flllil'lof ¥: I 113 I I 

Where is any possibility of invocation of the all-pervading and where is any 
possibility of seating the basis of all? The same is the case in regard to the 
cleansing of His feet and mouth by means of water meant for feet and mouthful 
of it for the mouth. (13) 

Pi4Mfll ¥: ffi ~ fcr~ci;l&{fll :q- I 

P!;fqfll ~ TFtIT ~¥:I 114 I I 

Where is the necessity of taking bath for the absolutely clean and necessity 
of clothing who has taken all inside His stomach? Same is the case with the 
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requirement of perfume for the absolutely maliceless and ornament for the 
source of fascination itself? (14) 

Piu&i~«fiqcfla ~ f.!iqf(·11~ :q- 1 

3rn101~ ~ ~~~~:I 115 I I 

(Same is the case) with the necessity of the sacred thread who is absolutely self­
dependent and of flower for scenting of the absolute scentless. So is the case 
with the fragrant incense, dhupa for Him and of lamp for Him who is absolutely 
bereft of eyesight. (15) 

f.!1~~41~ ~ ~ :q-~ PcNl: I 
~s~ffi~~ ~ ;ifu: I 116 I I 

(Where is the necessity) of offering the eatable to Him who is eternally self­
satisfied and of betel for the all-pervading, taking rounds of the Endless and 
obeisance to the non-dual? 16) 

m Wfil~~ ~ oflu:i11 PcNl: I 
~~ClliW1~E:I~ ¥: ffi~ I 1171 I 

Where is the necessity of showing light to the all-pervading source of luminosity, 
pronouncing of Vedic mantras and prayer to the absolutely unknowable? (17) 

·~~:q-~ Cb~j&l(11 ~ I 

.q~tH~ ~~its;r q;zj- :q- QCFi ~I 118 I I 

How can be possible for sending off Him who has filled the inside as well as 
outside? How can be offered anything to fire in the name of Him in this world 
who is absolutely rid of all kinds of differentiation? (18) 

~ ~ ¥ f.!i~Q:41~ ~I 
~(1\Jf;i ClllqCf>~l:i::I~~ a-t'11qo1'( I 119 I 
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Where is any scope for making donation to the self-fulfilled, giving satisfaction 
to the eternally satisfied, sending off the all-pervading and begging pardon of 
the imperceptible? (19) 

~WFJ~~I 
Qq;q~iu g ~~ 'A) ~ Pf ~\ii~~ I I 20 I I 

Exactly the same is (the impossibility) of worship of the Supernal in any state 
and ever. As such, it is imperative (for the devotee) to keep his mind always 
engaged in the contemplation on the Lord with the sense of unification of all in 
Him. (20) 
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~ w ip1cid'lqff1: 

~:~s~~:I 

~ \J1q1ilfR mrrs~ 

~ CflWf: ~TCJ~: I It I I 

Early in the morning known as the opportune time of the highest reality, 
briima muhurta, the devotee needs to surrender himself to the Lord. This is 
to be followed by meditation and thereafter the necessary duty of worship of 
the conjunction of night and day, saizdhyii. Then approximately four and half 
of hour should be devoted to muttering of mantras and worship of the deity 
followed by other necessary duties. The rest of the time should be devoted to 
the service of Lord Siva. (1) 

3"l1Rjl5l I CblRCb{I c:1RqG:1 

~~~I 
~1R~G:~ ~ fifcl<iql 

f!H<lffi ~I 121 I 

0 Sarasvati, the goddess of learning, you are victorious by means of your 
personality wherein all the vowels beginning from a form your mouth, the 
groups of consonants k and c form your both the hands, those beginning with ! 
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and t serve as your feet, p and the rest of the group form your both the sides and 
letters from y to k$ form your heart while you yourself is pure consciousness. 
(2) 

~ ~"f11'1fUICfil'1ttjCfi~~'11: 

~~I 

·~Tf~ 
~ ~ '11gf>&I< cqyq: I 13 I I 

The gem of contemplation, the divine bovine goddess of desire (kama-dhenu) 
and the wish fulfilling divine tree (kalpavrik$a) give only whatever is wished 
for by the people. I, on my part, wish that the generous Mother may fulfill all 
aspirations of my four aspirations of life; namely, dharma, artha, kama and 
mok$a. (3) 

~ fcRr ~ ~ fchf*J{ 
~ ~ 11c:Jli8RI ~~T: I 

~~\iflfai~ 

1'lJ:~rcntt~~l 141 I 

Without whose help the Lord does riot do anything, neither knows nor wish for 
nor even become aware of, I pay my obeisance to that Lady Siva, the beloved of 
Siva and the Supernal Mother of the world. (4) 

("!~~a ~ (1411s::11efl 

~~~~~m1 

~: m&~Cfi1~1tjP;c:f; 

~\i1"11 : W iflf ~ TTfu qt I I 5 I I 

Ever awakened, auspicious for all, revealer of Siva, and dweller of the heart of 
Siva, 0 Lady Siva, kindly lead me to accede to the supernal space (of the heart), 
as you act as the moonshine for the blooming of the night lotus. (5) 
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~ fl4'1s::11#1 ~~~~I 

~ ~ fl{felf°a ~i!Cl~Cldl WI 16 I I 
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Be pleased, 0 one who is auspicious for all beloved of Siva, named as Uma, 
Rama and Sarasvati. You alone is the supernal deity. (6) 

3l'f ·~ ·3ifCIHC\q ·~ ~ 

~qN~irm1 

qt~ q5i1~~~~1#1 ~fct 

~~~wW"I 1711 

0 occasion of the setting of both the Moon and the Sun (Prii!Ja and Apana), 
Ambika, formless inexplicable, Uma, Lady Rudra, Varna, Mahalak~mi, Maya, 
Supernal Deity, manifesting in the form of vibration of Siva's fivefold actions 
(namely, creation, sustenance, dissolution, vanishment and revelation). 0 Lady 
Bhairava and Force of lustre, I take resort to you. (7) 

irmPcro~~~ 
mm~ Rl(Cf)~1~1 1 

tinir:i di ~ ~ fel~h"1 i 
tinir:i ~ Cll'i'.'.1'1'f14~4l'l 1 18 I I 

0 one who has assumed the role of delusion, who is learning, and acts as the 
self-respecting Mother. In the role of consciousness you vibrate in all the bodies. 
How shall I meditate on you who is self-vibrating inside my Self? I intend to 
meditate on you in the form of sound ringing continuously inside me. (8) 

-~m1 
irm '1::;;:;p~~ ~ '11lil~ €f \11'111\1111111"{ I I 9 I I 

0 Mother, you as the Force of delusion draw the ignorant people in the body 
constituted by skin, blood, flesh, and marrow which are full of diseases. This is 
your greatness. (9) 
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M'l6l#l@H~lfqa1'{ ~ ~ 

mm tFfl~l§~J;s~: 1 

~616'f11~nfffri ~ 

~~T~~~~l 11011 

Having seen statues inscribed by means of instruments made of iron and 
established as deities in temples certain people yell on the folly supposed to lie 
behind it. In which person does ego not create the false sense of Self delusively? 
(10) 

'1llllPciM1«'1Ra3R9:~J\.:qCf5lllll'J6'fll\J1Pla1~~ I 

311lllflCbl~l~Pci'1~~ q1ii1~qlllk( q(~Clal '1T'{ I 111 I I 

May the Supernal Deity protect me from the entire drudgery of misunderstanding 
out of egoism the body as the Self though it lacks completely in wisdom and puts 
them to trouble. (11) 

elHl~Cbi ~l<a'1l'1~
1

l<i quq<1@1'1q(j W ~ I 
Pc!Rlst~qj B~ Pcl@Cbll'{ Pcl~ll'11'1 ~I 112 I I 

The devotee gets surprised on having visualised the peculiar forces of Siva and 
the Force in the form of the terrible, most terrible and auspicious in the capacity 
of the higher-lower, lower and supernal respectively. (12) 

q(1quq<1qu'1nRl'1~cifJil 

~ifs~c:m~:111a11 

Having put myself in the midst of the rays of the higher-lower, lower and higher 
Forces of Siva, I do not cherish any bias for anyone of them be it the case of 
oneness in difference, difference and pure oneness. (13) 

~ <:rncr ~q'1jf1{ ~ ~ \J1~1riill'1~cf; I 

~llfld~j~<ai ~ ~ q(~Cla I 114 I I 
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Those men of truth who keep remembering all your forms together be it the 
lower, in the form of the world or the supernal, they remain always in the state 
of fearlessness, 0 bestower of boon in the capacity of the Supernal Deity. (14) 

m~qft q5q~~Jlefl qH1Pci"'1~ 1:fTcffu ~I 
~q~~~~T~~~~~:~:l 11511 

0 Supernal Goddess, manifesting yourself in the form of creation, sustenance, 
dissolution, vanishment and grace in the capacity of the Supernal Consciousness, 
0 Parvati, be pleased with me and redeem me, howsoever fallen from the 
bondage of animality (pasu) by means of your comforting corner of the eyesight 
since I am a child of yours. (16) 

14ffl<AI'{ ~ ~ ~ ~~ mfTR: I 
~SflH<:1jGti'1 ~~:~~:I 116 I I 

These fifteen verses have been composed by Abhinavagupta having paid his 
homage to prior Siddhas, teachers, deities, the Goddess and yogins. (16) 

11~~~m11 
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~ 5:l5l:eil&1<:1YR'I~ q1<01Pc!fu-

4~1~@lll~IUHH01<?f 5R1f'1&'( I 

ll&•=lH'l~~I Pci1S11tPci~ll5l~ISIOljil-

fclm: ffi ~T~c:rn;:ifflcnMRI ~~I It I I 

Now is the time for taking food at the end of the having come to the end of 
observing the vow of crossing over the array of troubles. It is, indeed, the 
rainy day of expansion of the water of great delight as it is the occasion of the 
consciousness having got free of fear and bearing the fruit of praying continuously 
to the Lord having postponed all other engagements following stoppage by the 
Lord the attack of arrow of desire for worldliness. (1) 

~~c:r fql".'11'1 ~~Tfu ~: ~~~Ra'l 
c=rm ~ ffi J'ICbcllRI igCb~ISI~ I 

~~"'fl" ~ ~fuMPcilSlll$1H~'t~ 

CTft~ &kful~S~ mm ll~H~a: I 121 I 

The devotee contemplates on himself and then on the actions of the deity. Thus, 
he gives expression only to his sense of difference from the deity. On the dawn 
of the integral knowledge about everything, the Self gets eliminated. Thus, now 
I have become completely effortless in praying to you continuously. (2) 

Indological Truths



184 Sri Tantriiloka 

~:~~~<qqfu~ 

~: ("Cll~~rq ~ ~ Pcr-rrssJT~~: 1 

~rq~~ ~ ~{~ful~'11"11~Cf)ff H1-

~S~ &.lfu121~ J<lqOl(i~ll f?l~~fula: I I 3 I I 

Until its elimination the Self does not become the sharer in the sense of the 
Reality. The Self remains intact until the devotee undergoes the due course of 
contemplation. It is Siva Himself who is also our Self. Filled with this sense of 
oneness with Siva, I have now become continuously delighted with my heart 
being filled with the devotion to you. (3) 

Pci~~V1l~IRJ"P1Ulqf<q1ilqf{q,~-

~ ~ ~ ll~ll~1 'qq"ffi I 

a~~"Hfq<dl\::u:rn {ff {U~ 11a1rnfu 
~mfumQf~fclm:~l 1411 

0 my heart, he who has now attained omniscience effortlessly by way of 
undergoing the peculiar travel along the path of birth, etc., now you need to 
reveal the prayer to the Lord clearly by means of words laden with awareness 
of His greatness. ( 4) 

~~ 
H"t21~~1+fHjRl:2dql$cMl~a~ I 

Pcl~::4("CIW5l{~Ra11~'1I{~ 

~ "'flql~dl1' ~ '1~'1ffiR'i ~:I 15 I I 

Having dispelled this status of mine termed as bondage and having turned into 
the joy of life by means of application of the endless fire of prayer eliminative 
of all sense of difference between me and the Lord and having expanded my 
awareness of you with all its peculiarity, I am tasting the essence of being, 0 
bestower of boons, and now am maddened out of joy. (5) 

~~~~~ 
~~ti~ll'1fu~ ~ml: I 
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~mp~ 'q ~ ij;f %m 

~l~Cf51~11Ji ~leHfu~qlll: J:r~: I 16 I I 

If the peculiar tale of accomplishments of the Lord were to ascend the heart 
which is promotive of the awareness of His mighty force of glory involved in the 
creation, how can one pray to Him and if even then one ventures to do it all of 
a sudden on having attained oneness with Siva, the way to it is simply obeisanc~ 
to Him. (6) 

. . 
___,\Ji:l,,..,,.M.,..,.<i:TTq '41 fCI ~'ff.I •Pi~ ~ ~T'T"Cf):.--2,..-1 ...... '{ 

Pclj~l'40:l&R: ~~~~~:I 

~ ~~~ ~ Pl\11Pl\11ittH ~ jfil 
'4Cl"'11'40:!: ~~ ~ ~~w:r fcrqq: I 17 I I 

Burning, shining and heating are the qualities inherent in fire except for which 
the form of fire cannot be conceived. Likewise, I pray to rays of consciousness to 
make manifest its illumination except for which there does not remain anything 
glorious in the Lord. (7) 

~ 1 1~aPit1~ ~: ~ m: 
~ q(J1qf<1ofo:p1ft'1'{ I 

~~~:~ 

~: q(~Rl<1mRrnjo11 I 18 I I 

The supernal consciousness is replete with invaluable qualities of doing 
miraculous acts like breaking all laws and yet creating the state of delight, 
absolute perfection in the midst of the opposite boundlessness, self-luminosity 
and yet the sense of unity in the midst of the entire diversity of objects. (8) 

~~~4<~~~~~-
~ ~~S~ \J1"TTfu ~ 'qTF.ffi: I 

a~~a~g ~~ 1~qfoJCf5<01-

~~"l ~ ftaa'1qfo'Qffif'Rl: I I 9 I I 
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0 Lord, manifesting itself in such contradictory forms in various ways, this world 
is a part of yourself without any difference from you. Praying to you, as such, 
kindly make my heart and organs of sense remain engaged continuously with 
full force at their disposal. (9) 

a~~Cbfl!H'1: ~Ra'1~~'1 ~­

fcml:::1'1fif~1asHHOl{~1 ~: ~: 1 

d" ~ ~fu~W~'1q~f1f>ili 

~T~liCblCbl'•fHi g1 1q5~q1q1qfcl"qCIT: I 110 I I 

It is the sea of your consciousness in its various displays of vibrations and 
withdrawal which is manifesting itself automatically in various kinds of 
homogeneity. It is these manifestations of yourself which are taking the form of 
creation, sustenance and dissolution in the form of daily rising and setting of the 
sun and moon and burning and getting extinguished in the form of fire. (10) 

Uil~ 1fu~ ~ii a Ra {IR~Rl'1tfi 

PcJm: ~~: ~T~crc;:. ~ ;:i-~ q;-~ I 

a4=aflli ~'ilq~ijjfflfu ~ ~ ~ 

~~PcJml 11111 

0 Bhairava, may you be merciful on me in keeping your force continuously 
remain the same without any difference from you in all its variations of peculiarity 
and symmetry in course of its operation in the form of the universe. In this state 
of play of variations, may you make me concentratingly abide in my heart which 
is the field of operation of your forces as unrelated with anything. (11) 

~ ff~Olf~ CJ"(1" {ff'i~#llffff{ffl-

~ ~Tf¥ ~ TJ1flJfu ~JimlJ'lff {f1 : I 

m fella::(li a-er aR~'1~~a'1lfl'l 
"°iqmfffi~~~rern:r:111211 

It is you yourself who differentiates your Force from you which really does 
never go apart from you· in course of observation of the magnificent ceremony 
of experience of delight under the motivation of your own wish. (12) 
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~i;"f11C11iY (fCf ~: ~1Rh«n:i 

~ m:r4fcPIM"4)1Mct;M•1'{ I 

lf.f =~~ Cll'qlQI~ Cf;{Ol'q~4fu~ 

llclllttiiiY y;1 1qi;fuRllS6iiiif4~'fll I I 13 I I 
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Your manifestation in the form of the objective world, 0 Lord, is replete with 
joy. There is nothing like seriality in you. As such, there is no place for the sense 
of time in you. You lie beyond the reach of the power of mind and speech and 
thus beyond the reach of organs of sense. Therefore, your form as jars, etc. 
remain continuously present all together. (13) 

~'1
1

l#'llzj ~ ~ fcl{'qll'{ .qi;ct;W11'{ 

~~rffiRT ~ J:I"~ 00 ~li'.'lf4 d"ff: I 

Tublll~l~i81@i ~RIMll'IQl~~fcl'qzj 

~ ~ Wifu~~ O!OUl~ll: I 114 I I 

Creating the sense of seriality on this background resulting in the sense of 
difference you, 0 Lord, are manifesting your own Forces continuously well 
within yourself in the form of action, knowledge and will corresponding to 
sustenance, dissolution and magnified form of creation. My heart, 0 Lord, is 
eager to remain concentrated to this triplicity of Forces of yours. (14) 

w ~~ffl'il §dCIQ'llfl irr=r RIM«~­

q~m«i1@ ~ ~~Tffi:q~~ I 

§ill-~ 
~ ~G;lH@I l11J lR'fu ~ RIM«dl~ I 115 I I 

May this higher creation accomplished by fire manifesting itself in the form of 
supernal delight owing to touch of the moon with it, as the manifestation of 
yours known as creation with the combination of the attributes of the fire and 
the moon (amounting to Soma) expand its splendour before me. (15) 

~ 'qlqf~ qfu{Rt~1ii1~1i;RI{~ 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ {Rf>'llliil'{ I 
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~mrr~~~~lfl1l 
Tuhltli;'ffiNl1c;;f)~Q:('pfttJP1atprl I 116 I I 

The integrality of existence has assumed the form of the creation of the 
multiplicity which outwardly is extremely tasteless. When you yourself remain 
therein in the form of attachment with full force, may the goddess of attachment 
attach myself with it in course of taking the drink of attachment in assemblies 
and shine out of joy. (16) 

~~c[Ri ~ ~ Pt~Rltl 
~ ~ ~~ fcl'1Gi?if4:qqM : I 

~~i ~ ChMitRI ('Tm m ~ ~ 
~: flifllRCflll: ChMitg PcRT~i 1=ll:r oo I 117 I I 

In order to get redeemed of the tendency of externality of the curvature of 
consciousness and dwell durably in pure consciousness, you, 0 Lord when you 
expand the sense of non-difference with the entire being having stopped the 
vibration in its entirety while the Goddess of manifestation seeks to stop the 
sense of durability, 0 Lord, may you contemplate on destroying the sense of 
worldliness lurking in me for ever. (17) 

::1p1aj~i):o1 ~~1'1~gChl'1: ~ 

"fCl"~l$'..Cf>li1S:Cf>I@ ~~ ~ ~~ I 

~ F~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ Pcl~Mlf"{ 
'i~l~cJl ~ 1=ll:r ~ fi~Mlfi."'lk( I 118 I I 

You, 0 Lord, bring consolidation to posterity and negativity towards the world 
by means of dissolution of the world forcefully. Having recreated the world and 
thus having dispelled the doubt of being and non-being, may the great Goddess 
eliminate the fear of worldliness from me. (18) 

~~~~~~~ 
Tffi ~'1Ch1:qi): 11fi:1afcllfcr ~11t.::1Ptit'i I 
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·3f.R=i ~ ~ Mqc{ijl 

~ ~fol{l@ll lf'f ~ fqzj~j ~I I 19 I I 

Following vanishment of the cloud of doubt and full flourishing of the glory, 
elimination of the worldliness and rejection of the rules of the scriptural writings, 
the Lord may eliminate from my heart the elements of worldliness of difference 
from you. (19) 

~~~:~~~ 

~Cf)~IOll~ ~~~ijRf ~I 

JN: ~~j ~"11~ ~~<:r ~Rf '141 

~ ~li@~llCf>{O~ it" ~ I I 20 I I 

In this way, following removal of the expansion of difference altogether by the 
Goddess from my heart, the status of the Mother with alternative as Her main 
spirit may prevail over me. Therefore, having contemplated over worldliness in 
Her heart, She with all the sense of durability in Her may be pleased gladly with 
me as the agent of elimination of the incidence of death.(20) 

~~ ~ Rtfil ~~TT­
~:~ i.t'1~aq~ ~~~:I 

i.t'1l~Jiqo1 ~ fu;ri ~~~TT-

~ ~:~cio1~&l1:~~:112111 

Thus, these three goddesses by way of manifesting their glory have assumed the 
form of the six centres ( cakras) in the central nerve known as SU$umnii by piercing 
which one after the other the yogin attains peculiar states of consciousness on 
the earth. By way of doing obeisance to these goddesses, may I be rid of the fear 
of worldliness. (21) 

~R~~ 
~ ~Cf>l'f1~Rf <ij'14f ~ ~ I 

~~ ~~ ~~1211~-
ir~ ~ ~ ~ij<:11Cl m lf'f ~I 1221 I 
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I have stopped the effect of the earth on me on account of which gets eliminated 
the fear of worldliness. Consequently, I have reached the state of oneness with 
the Supreme Lord and enjoy the state of delight experienced by me. In this way, 
having broken the inauspicious continuity of worldliness through full awareness 
of the Reality, the yogin attains the state of behaviour as desired by him. May 
that state of delight dawn on my heart. (22) 

Rf>lll~c;&ll!ITT~: qf{ftiaq~ J11'1q~cfl-

Ji q I t<:H"ll W f.:i \i1f.:i \i1 't' i<l I ~ "llT I 

¢ 111Jos{"ll ~RN~S\11: «1{11~(1'1'{ 

(\61~1Cfltif "1'1 ~ J11:r ~ ~I I 23 I I 

May consciousness which dissolves within itself the functions of organs of action, 
sense and intellect, etc. which have attained their respectable statuses within their 
respective limitations. It also draws to itself the essence of the sun in its entirety 
which is responsible for the stability of life. May that consciousness withdraw to 
itself forcibly the sense of difference from the Lord which is required for getting 
redeemed from the fear of worldliness in me. (23) 

~ (,f)JiRl{~dl'il~f.:i ~­

f.fct~lll'+'f1H1eff(\~d'i(\l{B.Jif.:iq(\I I 

w R~1+~ Cfl(i'l~gj~l{l~{qdl 
~ it" ~ q:~llq~cfi ~ :q- I 124 I I 

May the Goddess of consciousness be pleased with me and adorn the seat of my 
heart who having withdrawn to Herself simultaneously all the awareness of the 
group of sense organs manifests Her entire wealth of rays so that She may lead 
one to the state of divine delight out of Her generosity. (24) 

wnut~B.~w-

~ J;llOllRrfo42a(,f)JilQ:~: I 

~ Cfll~'1q1fu: J;l(l'lllq~Jilff l~llRt ~ 

00 ~ ~ ~ J11:r ff l©IRlJqJilfl I I 25 I I 
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On elimination of all the measurements of validity owing to attainment of the 
glorious state of Siva-hood, the body, life-force, etc. as components of the limited 
sense of the knower get dissolved along with the superimposition of the sense of 
time, then that Goddess of consciousness manifests Herself in Her fullness. May 
She be one with Siva for me. (25) 

:qq;r~ws:rr ~ ~itfcH~dl ~l"~q~dl 

iSl~ffi'116Q'fi ~ {1'tl"ml~Cfldlll I 

"ffifis~ :mt 1 1~afJi(1l~~itaii1 

't61CfJIJI it"ti" 't1f CfJMlldi CfJIM't~W{ I 126 I I 

May the magnanimous Kali, as luminous consciousness rid of seriality having 
vanished outside moving from Her state of vacuity expand Herself fully as the 
coverage shorn of process in Her real essence remove the obstacle of time from 
my life. (26) 

"ITTIT ~ ~ q{Jtqf<'luf~Rr1~ 

~ fclfiuE!I~ ~Rtitift{{11ttifcl~~ I 

w:rTuf 'tlmf ~~ wm 'i1 1 1R~'l 

~ il5'Cl26Q ~ 't1f ~ filiftftlitl'{ I 127 I I 

Therefore, the Goddess enjoying Her status in the highest possible state of 
perfection having removed seriality from Herself as soon as possible may be 
stable in me. Having eliminated the distinction of standard of validity, the 
knower, and the act of knowing and thus taking the entire world inside Her lap 
take resort to my inner being in the form of its consciousness. (27) 

i3i'1 1 TM~l('l't~ ~~ RIGOPd ~ ~~l'ffill~I: I 
~ ~IRhit'fi :i;:io1it1ftl ~ 't'""~He$i 'i1 1 1~Cf){11{'{ I 128 I 

I pay my obeisance to the Lord who lies there possessed of His infinite Force 
and acts as the instrument of churning of the world into one essence. (28 

~~ ~~1Rt>fcf>{Jh~jRl:s:!iS1~ 

·~~~i!"~~I 
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~?J whHai ~~TRRi?J-

~wf.:aa1fun.•1a11 :qcaj ~:I 129 I I 

Having listened to these compositions bearing the motivating force as a ray of 
consciousness of Your own Force if You have become pleased with me, kindly 
remove the coverage of darkness from the inner beings of people at large through 
the peace obtained from the study of your instructions as embodied in scriptural 
writings. (29) 

q C<:til i"Q)1111 cfJ ~ '1 Cl i<:i I '1 fu a Sm : I 

irms ~ 1 ci jc'11 '1'T1f ~W ~ : BTCI" : 1 1 ao 1 1 

Siva has been prayed to by me, namely, Abhinavagupta in the sixty-sixth year of 
the calendar on its ninth day of the dark phase of the month of Margasir~a. 

Note: 

Margasir~a is the ninth month of the year of Hindu calendar starting from 
beginning on 2211d November and ending on 21s• December. 
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~s;r ";f mCRT ";f :q Cf)i11gRtA ~ ";f :q 

&JR err ";f :q ~ ";f :q ~ ";f :q I 

~ 1'l1f ~~ ~ q"{ ~ :q dilfqdj 

";fm";fqfu@~~~<:r~:11111 

There is no necessity of becoming affected by thoughts of others, nor by their 
emotions, nor by narrations nor by discussions. There is also no need of practising 
meditation and entering into dhiirm;a nor of effort at practice of muttering of 
sacred words or verses. Therefore, (the disciple asks) kindly be specific about 
the final advice to him to undergo. (The teacher answers the query) you need 
neither to renounce anything nor to stick to anything else. Instead of these, keep 
yourself concentrated on the status quo (of things and events). (1) 

~sfuf ";f afCld«lj~ ~ ~ q;r 

~ ~ ";f ~ ~ fcffim ~ jRhfihll1 I 

f4~1'1'h~~~~ ~~w.rwrr 

1lT fcf)~tq\11 1lT 1JQfUf ~ ~ <:!"~: I I 2 I I 

Whether the world is or is not? Discussion on this line eliminates the problem of 
both bondage and liberation as irrelevant. All this is a product of false attachment 
like the delusion of the rope-serpent or apprehension of the evil spirit in the 
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dark shadow. (What you need to do is) neither to cherish renunciation towards 
anything nor attachment to anything or event other than that. Remain self­
contented where you are at the moment. (2) 

'fV"lllf11c:t5'fv:qi:j~~Hfdl: c6ri ~~ 
~: ~ ~ cf;;r ~ c6l" qr~~~: I 

~ ;:i- Rl~G:lm<m·rn fq;:•111:zn?1 ~ 
wf~fu;ill~mJJT~m:11a11 

Worship, worshipper and the entity worshipped these distinctions are divisive 
for which there is no place in the transcendental mode of thinking. Who has 
created these distinctions and what is the rationale behind it? All this is out and 
out delusion as there is nothing different from the non-dual consciousness. All 
is to be understood as one's own inner sense in all its purity takes for certain 
avoiding useless thinking. (3) 

~s;r ;:i- fclt1'1El'f~Cl~CllS::1111flS::llCI<:{ 

eflq1c:f;1~dQ'4 IW:f)(ct'{ ~ Wfil~~: I 

Unlike the pleasure of attaining wealth, taking wine, enjoying sex, contact with a 
young lady, unlike the light of lamp, the sun, the moon, unlike the joy of getting 
rid of a heavy weight, the delight of experience of oneness with the realisation 
of the illumination of consciousness is like recovery of the forgotten precious 
wealth. (4) 

~'qlqr:~~~~~;:i-a1 

a:rfffi q~~ "lRlf "lRlf ~ ann~c:t51~a1-

zjfc11i_q'f~~ ~ ;:i-~~:11s11 

Senses of attachment, enmity, pleasure, pain, egoism, depression, etc. are by 
no means different from the Lord having assumed the universe as His body. 
Whichsoever individual you happen to look at suddenly having considered him 
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as a manifestation of the Consciousness; why do you not get to be pleased him 
depending on this attitude towards him? 

~ ~ %m 'qfqf: oos~ 

lJUllChl<~cf)l(~~Cf>(qdj €faj ~: ~ I 

~ :~ ~ J:lq;jtjf.h~~ ~ q~ffi 

~l~Cf>ld~Cf>efl~Cf>9;fffiCh&Hldtd: ~ <qq I 16 I I 

Individuals of this world have emerged from their prior state of non-being and 
have been undergoing continuous change. In view of this, where is their reality 
in the middle being subjected to admixture of constancy and flux? Having 
transcended the state of perception of the unreal fleeting, mixture of five 
elements, and having taken the reality of the world like delusion of the state 
of dream, be awakened from and transcend the state of terror of doubt and 
calculation of (nonsensical) reasoning. (6) 

'qfq.ri ~ ~sfuf ~ ~ 

~:~ i3ffer ~ ~ !l-TUJll I 
&:! aj Ch&<•N1 q;'ISl" fcr~ q '1 ~ '11 '11@0! fl! IJ1 riJ I ;:q d : 

df'llf"Ci ~ mfu Sq~t4c6114~Chl~Ch: I 17 I I 

There is nothing like spontaneous manifestation of entities. Their manifestation 
is rather due to your own contemplation of them as such. Though shorn of 
reality, they are getting the notion of reality momentarily quite delusively. The 
glory of the world is a product of you yourself. There is nothing like birth, etc. 
of it. It is due to this delusion that though one, you appear as many in the world 
under the glory of manifestation. (7) 

~ ll~~~'l~iSl§efi ~ ~ ~ 'q" !Kl 

llrilllll'l~~ ll~l~~'lefi Rl~~qU) ~ I 

~ ~~ffi~5~lll~ <Ci'-O'!Chl~~ 

~~Pcr~~~~'qVfl 1811 

Having understood the paradox of reality and falsehood, scarcity and abundance, 
constancy and flux, malignity through delusion and purity of self-consciousness 
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as reflected in the receptacle of consciousness, citta, as manifestations of self· 
contemplation in form as well as illumination are various features of yow 
contemplation, become one with the Lord in all His universality. (8) 
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~ ·1r~mi1Ria11o:1a£11 (fd'~~ 1 

~~~ ~~~~~RIT&IT dl?.l~I< ~I 111 I 

197 

Different from the light of the sun, the moon and the lamp is the illumination 
(of the Self) which normally is not cognised due to its all-pervasiveness. (In 
contrast to it) the luminosity of the sun, etc., is merely a matter of facilitation of 
remaining active in life. (1) 

~~ft ~~~h·~"h1~d: ~ 1lfur ~:I 
felti>tCbl~~ >11Rlifc.ic:61 11it!Pcli!Ra1fl!ld' I I 2 I I 

None of the objects is essentially different from its understanding. Whatever 
differentiation is done from object to object has nothing to do with its essential 
understanding. Since the original source of illumination is self-luminous, the 
difference of object from object ought not to prevail in It. (2) 

~~ fel~fclc:s:1 ~ ~ ~TCT: 'fl' fcl'~Cffll' qr: ~~T: I 

~ ~ fclfil::t~'*r :rITTU·~-~ ~:I 13 I 
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In this way, Siva alone in his uniqueness is the compound mass of self­
consciousness and hence the supernal illumination of the world. It is in His 
peculiar force that lies all difference of the receiver and the received. (3) 

" 
~: ~ mri ~mfr~: fcfi'."l:§~~fcfi'."l:§@!Chl:.f[q: I 
J'lml~tHfll~qqifl~Rl~fTT~ff4 ~G:"'ild1~qo11~: I 14 I I 

The differentiation from object to object is no way different from the original 
source of illumination which is autonomous and is extremely pure. All sense 
of differentiation is like reflections of palace, elephant, horse, cloud, river, 
mountain, etc., seen in a gem or mirror as different from what is reflected. (4) 

':me:~~ J'!Rl~~ChlR *l~~Cfi ~llUR 1111Rl~'{ I 

~i8~fifcl'j~fffHlefl ~ ~~·~H'1fu1 ~I I 5 I I 

If this be accepted as self-proved that in the mirror of the (mother's) womb 
whatever gets reflected necessarily assumes the same shape and form as of the 
object reflected, the mirror of the pure consciousness need not require any 
external cause besides itself in giving shape to things whatever exists (here in 
the world). (5) 

fif4~1~1 q(@~Cl ~ Rl"~qlf.l ~Chl*!Rt ~I 

~~J?a 'q" ~"'113*1: ~ ~ ~ ~~T q;aj I 16 I I 

(If oneness of reflection and the object reflected be accepted as self-proved), 
then (0, enlightened Self) it is you yourself who is Supreme Being and whatever 
is there in its entirety has got reflected immediately in you. These are flourishing 
by virtue of your grace and you yourself, 0 Supreme Being, as their creator. 
(6) 

~~ ~fi~~1111RRl~'1*lll'A'1l~l1'1-il~Tllt~T'{ I 

~~IRf>fl'iOJ'i~~TChWf f.tti ~ ~m I 17 I I 

Understanding of oneself like this is self-proved from the very beginning. What 
has remained to be proved is the servility of the Lord who is self-powered, 
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perfect in Himself, lies beyond the limitations of time and space, is eternal and 
all-pervading. I bow to that Lord Bhairava. (7) 

fl~CJfH'14"1Ch~~ J(~dl~Rl'fll: 

~~~~~:I 

~~~~ffea" 
\111'1f:a ~ f?t\11J1dlqp11~i'<l'f.IT'( I I 8 I I 

This group of seven verses involves evaporation of all other anxieties and 
considerations and hence is to be kept properly settled in the heart by aspirants 
of the supreme objective of life. (As a consequence of it) they enter into the 
highest abode of Bhairava again and again and understand the secret of the 
supreme state of being lying in transcendence of the range of the three worlds. 
(8) 
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·~mlfr~~ 

~ ~~:qMi:ll<lll qf%<«i q~~~~ I 

~ ~ ~wqcfr cqqfu m gtii0Ht1~1~ T'r 
~~~t<:iPclciPfd cqqfu ~ ~ ~ ~~I 11 I I 

When the yogin reaches the state in which owing to withdrawal of the attention 
inward citta and pra!J.a get merged into it, due to focus of the attention having 
been settled on one point, he seems to see outward but (really) does not see at 
all. This is the Sambhavi mudra assumed by your grace, 0 Gurudeva, shorn of 
the sense of being and non-being both and coinciding with your state of oneness 
with Siva amounting to merger of individuality into the Absolute. (1) 

~1R:a#i:q1: ~ 1lflUl~fi~-

~:q0<;(Cf)fClfq Jl1a1jq1 ldl 81 +q~""I ICll.ffi: I 

41 JI (Clq'1 ~ tp:;i li~Hf%d ~ TfIB qf 

~a~~~Rt~m~~11211 

My eyes are only half-open, my manas has become settled at one point, 
eyesight has got concentrated on the tip of the nose, prafJ,a and apana both 
have disappeared into the threefold vibration (of the individual, universal and 

Indological Truths



202 Sri Tantriiloka 

Transcendent). Rid of the entire external form of the world one being in the 
form of a Person as the Light has emerged representing the state of oneness of 
the individual and the Absolute. As such, what else remains to speak of! (2) 

~~: Cf)"~~ m !1'':s115~~a JF;r: ~ Wicb'hn: 
~ ~ :ZSl\TPfCIStfl ~~1f(i ~ m I 

muw::I" ~ ~iS'lq(\Oj <::frT: ~ ~: 
~nffi tnlf" qf ~: ~ ;:i- m;;ffi I I 3 I I 

Whatever word emerges from the mouth, becomes a mantra of transcendent 
nature, whatever posture this body as the seat of sheer pleasure and pain 
assumes, becomes a mudrii. The flow of the prii1J,a in howsoever spontaneous 
a way, becomes an unprecedented form of yoga. This is the highest state of 
experience of my oneness with Sakti, Power, as the Supreme Being. What else, 
then, remains to be manifested! (3) 

JF;r: ~ ~ cioht=HI ~ ~ 

~ m ~ W ~ ~ ~ Cf)l~chl I 

<::frT: ~ J:r~ rm: ~ muw::r ~ 
~cFS:litlf~.P1'1l~Cl9; ~ ~ ~ ;:i-~I 14 I I 

The Mantra becomes so much attenuated in sound as to lose distinction of 
letters from one another involved in its composition. M udrii gets assumed 
which becomes entire shorn of the physical effort. That state of yoga becomes 
spontaneous to them in which the flow of breath becomes subtlised to the 
extreme. What remains without becoming surprising on entry of wise people 
into your abode, 0 Lord! (4) 
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